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EDITORIAL - Navigating the Iran-Pakistan Relationship - 


Glimmering Visions, Gaping Realit. 
Pakistan's Path to Partnership with Iran 


In the ever-evolving landscape of global affairs, Pakistan finds itself at a pivotal juncture, grapplin 
with a myriad of challenges and opportunities on the international stage. As we delve into the 
intricacies of Pakistan's foreign policy, it becomes evident that a nuanced understanding of its 
complexities is essential for aspirants of competitive examinations, particularly CSS and PMS. 


sident Ebrahim Raisi, have brought to the forefront the 


complexities inherent in Pakistan's foreign relations. The joint statement issued following Raisi's visit 
underscored the importance of cooperation in various domains, including energy and 
counterterrorism. However, behind the facade of diplomatic niceties lie significant hurdles that must 


be overcome. 


One such challenge is the Iran-Pakistan 


Recent events, such as the visit of Iranian Pre 


Gas Pipeline Project, which symbolizes the delicate balance 
Pakistan must strike between its regional alliances and its own economic interests. Despite agreements 
dating back to 2009, progress on the project has been hindered by external pressures, particularly 
from the United States. The looming threat of unilateral sanctions serves as a stark reminder of the 


challenges Pakistan faces in pursuing its strategic objectives. 

he Pakistan-Iran border present further obstacles to formalizing 
economic ties between the two countries. The prevalence of smuggled goods not only undermines 
legitimate trade channels but also perpetuates vested interests that are resistant to change. Addressing 
this issue requires a concerted effort to combat corruption and strengthen governance structures. 


Informal trade and smuggling along t 


challenge to Pakistan's foreign policy objectives, particularly in 
he Baloch separatists and other proxies destabilize the region, 


Countering this threat demands 4 
t initiatives. 


Proxy terrorism poses yet another 
border regions. Groups such as t 
hindering efforts to foster cooperation and development. 
multifaceted approach that combines security measures with socio-economic developmen 


notably Saudi Arabia and the United States, further comp™ 
ith safeguarding national 
f Pakistans 


The influence of external actors, plicates 
Pakistan's foreign policy calculus. Balancing strategic partnerships w 


sovereignty requires astute diplomatic manoeuvring and a clear-eyed assessment 0 

interests. 

mpetitive examinations t° 
cal dynamics: 

gating 

on Its 

b of 


uip 


As future civil servants and diplomats, it is incumbent upon aspirants of co 
| grasp the intricacies of Pakistan's foreign policy landscape. Analyzing complex geopoliti 

identifying strategic interests, and crafting effective policy responses are esse 
the challenges ahead. Ultimately, Pakistan's ability to assert itself on the g 
leadership's commitment to national interests and its capacity to n 
international relations. As we confront the challenges and opportunities that lie ah 
ourselves with the knowledge and skills needed to shape Pakistan's future in the world. 
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me for this endeavor 


Firstly, I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to all our readers who 
took the time to provide valuable feedback on our recent issue. Your 
comments serve as a guiding light, driving our continuous efforts to 
enhance and refine our magazine to better serve your needs. 
Secondly, it gives me immense pleasure to introduce the latest edition 
of our magazine. Countless hours of dedication and meticulous 
planning have gone into curating this issue, with a keen focus on 
selecting topics that hold utmost relevance and significance for the 
CSS/PMS examination. 

I am confident that this issue will prove to be immensely beneficial for 
all those diligently preparing for the exam, providing essential facts 
and insightful analyses essential for the Current Affairs paper. Our 
special features and infographics sections are designed to offer a 
competitive advantage across all subjects, particularly equipping 
candidates with valuable information for the essay, Pakistan Affairs, 
and International Relations sections. 

I extend a special note of appreciation to all the contributors who have 
generously shared their expertise and insights for this 

ur contributions enrich the content of our magazine and 


eaders. Additionally, I warmly welcome 
trive to foster a 


issue. YO 
enhance its value for our r 
articles from anyone else willing to contribute, as we s 


diverse and enriching intellectual community. 

Lastly, I invite all our readers to continue providing feedback and 
suggestions, as your input plays a pivotal role in shaping the direction 
of our publication and ensuring its continuous 

improvement. I would also like to extend my gratitude to Mr. Farid 
Ullah Khan, our esteemed Editor-in-Chief, for his unwavering 
guidance, and Mr. Muhammad Tahir, our dedicated Assistant Editor, 
for his invaluable support throughout the editorial process. 

At NOA Publications, we are steadfastly committed to achieving 
excellence in academic publishing and providing our readers with the 
highest quality content. To all CSS/PMS candidates, I extend my 
heartfelt best wishes on your journey ahead. May our collective efforts 
empower you with the knowledge and resources needed to excel in 
your examinations. Best of luck to each and every one of you! 


Hassan Ali Gondal 
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Mr. Adil Riaz Gond: | 
(CSS 2023 Topper - PA 


> Tellus something about yourself. 


Hailing from the outskirts of District Mandi 
Bahauddin, I belong to a humble family. My father 
is a Lawyer, and my mother is a retired 
government teacher. I am aspiring soul that 
thrives to explore glories of life. 


> What is your academic background? 


I graduated in law with distinction from Quaid-i- 
Azam University, Islamabad 


> What are your aspirations in life? 


My only aspiration in life is to serve the masses. I 


might not change the society as a whole, but I can play my small role in the betterment of the society 
and prosperity of Pakistan, no matter how small it is. 


> Why Css? 


I have two theories to explain my reason to do CSS. Firstly, it is a matter of survival of the fittest for me 
which is totally based upon my individual aspirations. Secondly, it places you at a position where you 
can directly play a role in the betterment of general masses. 


> Your Favourite Quotation 


Not failure, but low aim is crime. 


> Your Favourite Book 


Science of Logic by Hegel 
> When did you start preparing for the exam? 


Almost four years ago, I was in my 6' semester of law degree when | started preparing for Competitive 


exams. 


> Has this journey been easy for you and what do you have to say about the 


difficulty level of these exams? 


This journey was full of difficulties yet interesting. Every difficult task becomes easy with practice: 


patience, and persistence. 


> How much time did you give to the preparation? 


Started four years ago but gave complete 9 months purely to self-preparation; 3 months for i 
making, 3 months for English practice and last 3 months for mocks. I attempted around 180+ moc 
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> What was your study a 
deal breaker that is im ri towards the 


v Focusing the instructions of FPSC based on syllabus 
question paper instructions and examiner reports, | 

v Not following the medicaster mentors 

v Rigorous practice and evaluation. 

v Avoiding crammed material and easily available 
sources, 

> Do you think one gets in the exam exactly 
what one had prepared? 


Not always. You need to learn the art of improvisation. You 

might learn to kill a dinosaur, but you have to improvise 

when you need to kill a tiger. 

> What was your approach towards subject 
selection? 


It was four factor-based strategy: 


“ Educational Background 


Interest 


a 
Y Overlapping Content 
Y Scoring Trends 


> How did you divide your preparation time among different subjects? 


During the first phase of three months, I gave 10 days to ea 
In the last three months, equal time to all subjects. 


> Did you consider the sco 


brush this aspect off? 


I did consider it but it was at the last slot. 


> Knowing that you are 


contemporary times? 


My 
alll: 
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ch subject. Then 3 months to English papers. 


r did you 


an avid reader, did you read all the important books of 


Not all, but I did read 70% of the recommended 
books given in the FPSC syllabus. 


> Whatwere your optional subjects? 


Political Science 
Public Administration 
Punjabi 

International Law 
Gender Studies 


DSN 


> How was your experience at 
National Officers Academy? 


NOA is like a family. They have always 
accommodated me beyond expectations. 


> Would you like to give any special 
message for CSS candidates? 


Patience, persistence, and practice are 3Ps which 
I adopted to pass both compe titive exams of PMS 
and CSS. If you are a serious candidate, adopt it. 
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Strategy to Tackle the compulsory Subjects A 


> Essay 


Be relevant. Interpret topic correctly. Avoid gramy 
errors and flowery language. Crammed writeup js 


> Precis 


Practice precis, comprehension passage and trans] 
from past paper rather than dawn newspaper. Pact 
are needed to be taken up seriously. 


> Pakistan Affairs & Current Af 


natica 


a Sin. 


ation 
marks 


Focus on contemporary portion and give mocks as much as 
you can. 


> General Science & Ability 


Prepare all the topics in the syllabus. Focus on ability 
portion of GSA-pact marks. i 


> islamic Studies 


Give references of Quran and Sunnah only. Basic level 
concepts are more than enough. 


> How did you substantiate your 
answers? 


Made around 12-15 sub-headings and every head 
was explained by argument and an 
evidence/reference. Wrote around 6 sides each 
answer. 


> Significance of Illustrations- 
flowcharts, maps and figures 


Highly recommended. They add a lot to your marks. 


> Length of answer and number of 
arguments 


6 sides per answer with 12-15 arguments. 


h) 


> One Window solution to score well in 
the optionals 


Practice hard and evaluation from right mentor. 
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Vigilante Vengeance: When the M OB RULES... 2 


Seldom do we hear a term as 
oxymoronic and counterintuitive as 
"mob justice." Justice, one of the 
cardinal virtues of a functioning society, 
is a pristine value. By definition, it is k 
something orderly and organised. From Bs | byw me a Sei 
philosophical theories to legal sA TEAR 0322 
injunctions, the term justice has been a oa: Po fy Book Pane -5339708 
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subject of intense speculation and yy 
arbitration. Could something as orderly €S other University BookS 


as justice be associated with a mob? à 
One would be tempted to say no. ¥ L us ; “= 


> TheHomo Sapiens Herd 


What is a mob? Most people would 
loosely define it as a collection of a large number of people. But that is the definition of a crowd. The t 


terms are often used interchangeably. However, they are not entirely the same. A mob is a particular 
kind of crowd that has two salient features: it is disorderly, and most importantly, it is intent on causing 
trouble or violence. A 1000 people walking past Liberty Chowk at 2pm on Wednesday are a crowd. A 
1000 people engaging in vandalism on Liberty Chowk for a religio- sociopolitical grievance are a mob. 
Another phenomenon that arouses particular curiosity is the way a mob works. It is widely believed that 
people in a mob develop a psychology that is essentially distinct from the psychology or philosophy of 
each individual comprising it. Some have labelled this phenomenon as “groupthink”. Terms like “mental 
unity “and “a collective mind” have also been thrown around. Regardless of the nomenclature, the key 
takeaway is that people who would never engage in a particular activity in their individual capacity may 


do so quite willingly when part of a mob. 


WO 


The feeling of irresponsibility that permeates crowds, is perhaps it’s most defining characteristic. A 
normal human being who goes around living his/her life, may be susceptible to a having a great deal of 
wicked thoughts and ideas. But generally, what stops a person from committing such an act is the 
feeling of being responsible, or on the contrary, the feeling of being held responsible. In both the cases, 
one can shake off such malevolent ideations and resume his/her life. But the pesenice of a large number 
of people around a person, all acting in unison, acts like a buffer to that a of responsibility. I” ê 
oe ceases to be an individual. Consequently, individual responsibility does not remain a barrie! 
rs. They 
pa sorl 
ave t 


Furthermore, mobs are highly suggestible. By their very nature, mobs are not ive observe 
are active and vibrant. This vibrancy creates an atmosphere wher member öl raeme wd develo 
of expectant attention. They are ready for battle. Since a mob can never b teh a ree noth 
luxury to contemplate the consequences of it’s actions. And why sho id eais ' blished earlier, ĉ 
person in a mob feels omnipotent and irresponsible at the same Ome. a om an ‘th the sens¢ 0 
urgency which a mob has, and you have the deadly recipe for the impul p oe an mar irritabilit 
that makes individuals do things that they would never do DTN E EREE 
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> TheBlind Poet of Justice 


It may be true that the law cannot From our independent discussions on 
mobs and justice, it is quite evident that 


make a man love me, but it c 

him from lynching me, sic silica an ni Syoihesing the two would 
that's pretty important be farcical. Pristine values like Justice 
p l cannot be handed out by mobs. Infact, 
what passes for mob justice is quite 
invariably, mob violence. It is quite 
tempting to label one’s violence as justice. 
Afterall, all humans have a sense of 
= - mortality, no matter how rudimentary. 
And most people do not like to think of themselves as cruel. But what can be more cruel than being a 
part of a mob that just lynched a young man like Mashal Khan or Priyantha Kumara? It is 
unquestionably cruel. So, the only way to avoid self-blame is to label this cruelty as justice. Infact, this 
false pride in justice is one of the greatest motivating factors for a mob. In their minds, the members of 
a mob are doing something quite selfless and honourable, a service to society. To them, they are taking 
it upon themselves to a job that the state ought to have done. Beneath this facade of justice, however, 

is only a primitive thirst for violence waiting to be quenched. 


> The Pakistani Context 


Pakistan has it’s unique history of mob violence. The fact that it is a resource stressed third world 
country where fiscal mismanagement has almost always led to a sense of deprivation among the 
uneducated and unemployed masses plays no minor a role. The state has not been able to educate it’s 
people and inculcate tolerance among the masses. Similarly, it has also been unable to satisfy many of 
their economic and political needs which has created a feeling of frustration among them. Additionally, 
the state machinery has been ill equipped to deal with challenges of this kind. Even today, the country 
has the most understaffed police department (in relation to population) in South Asia. 


e of Pakistani mob violence is that it has almost always been associated with issues of 
of sociopolitical issues leading to mob violences too, but 


d a unique pattern that distinguishes it from the rest. The 


1953 anti Ahmadia riots in Lahore (which incidentally also led to the first mini martial law in the city 
by Lt. Gen. Azam Khan) serve as a key infection point. Spearheaded by the Majlis e Ahrar, these riots 
started as peaceful demonstrations in February which soon escalated into citywide incidents including 
arson, looting and the death of around 200 people. These riots were also responsible for the dismissal 
of the prime minister Khawaja Nazimuddin. This development serves as a precedent to remind us that 
from the get-go, the fledgling state machinery was incapable of dealing with the challenges posed by 
such quarters. More recent examples of attacks on the Christian community in Jaranwala, the sacking 
of police stations in Charsadda, numerous protests by TLP, and frequent prosecution of minorities 
(particularly the Ahmadis) shows that the problem has only worsened, while the the state’s ability to 
deal with such challenges has not grown proportionally. Before venturing to find any solutions to the 


problem, the key contributors to this phenomenon must be identified. 
is a complex problem that cannot be reduced to a single cause or 


explanation. While it is true that poverty, unemployment and lack of education can create a sense of 
frustration and anxiety that may lead some people to resort to mass violence, it is also important to 
understand that these factors alone do not explain the problem entirely. One important factor to consider 
in a particular Pakistani context is political instability and weak governance. In some cases, political 
leaders may incite or condone violence for their own benefit, by stoking religious extremism or 
manipulating public opinion to advance their political agenda. In addition, the lack of rule of law and 
the inability of authorities to effectively enforce laws can also increase the sense of impunity for those 
involved in mass violence. It is important to remember that religion is often used as a tool by those who 


Seek to gain power and control over the 


> The Jury is Out 


Considering all that has been writ 
responsible for this madness. One wou 


A unique featur 
religious nature. There are isolated incidents 
religiously motivated mob violence has attaine 


Mob violence, particularly lynching, 


population. 


ten so far, it is quite difficult to pin blame on one actor as the one 
ld be tempted to blame certain religious voices that advocate 
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| Mob & Violence 


extremism, but that approach would be misleading. Afterall, no society in the world is free from extremi 

propaganda and people who preach hatred and violence. It is when extremist discourse Opens up rh 
Path to extremist violence that the problem arises. The intervention of state machinery should act a $ 
buffer in these cases that does not allow mass hatred to turn into mass violence. Those interventie 
have been few and far between in case of Pakistan. Illiteracy, poverty, and unemployment are alig 
problems that originate from the ineffective policies of state. Similarly, the fact that a huge n umber # 
people engaged in mob violence have never been held accountable is another blot on the staten 
legitimacy. It has created a sense of impunity among the masses, whereby the problem has only 
worsened. | 


> The Whiteboard of Policymaking 


Do we have a solution to this problem? More importantly, even if we d , 
requisite political and administrative will to implement it? These are questions to which we do not haye 
an answer as of yet. There are possibilities though. And one could argue that within these possibilities 
there is a huge room for improvement. How a major political force that had collided head on with the 
state’s interests was subsequently disbanded post May Oth shows that atleast in terms of capacity, the 
state does have the required muscle to solve this problem. But does it have the will? And mor i 
importantly, even if it does have the willpower to solve this problem by a head on approach, would it be 
a good strategy? Can violence be defeated by violence? If so, for how long? 


F: 
Sq 


DNs 


o have a solution, do we have th 
€ 


Herein lies the great 
dilemma for the 
state. It can go about 
trying to solve this 
problem organically. 
We know that there 
are chronic issues 
that lead to this 
situation where mob 
violence becomes a 


reality. Illiteracy is Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 
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mismanagement that 
marginalises a huge 
percentage of people 
from a fair share in 
the financial pool, 
leading to issues like 
unemployment and 
poverty is another one. A population explosion at a rate of almost 2.5pc, which is the highest in the 
region, directly increases the risk of mob violence, especially when the capability of state has not grown 
to meet these challenges. Theoretically speaking, the state can effectively decrease mob violence by 
mitigating the impacts of all these factors. Better education (not just in terms of numbers of graduates 
but also in terms of quality), socio-economic uplift programs, population control and many other long- 
term solutions could be advocated. However, even if the state can solve these problems by this approach, 
it surely is a long-term process. We will begin to see the results of this process atleast after a decade. 
But what about the current situation? Surely, we cannot wait for another decade while the fear of mob 
violence breathes down the neck of each and every human in the country. 


Perhaps the state should shift it’s focus. And it would be tempted to do so. Afterall, we are known for 
our affinity to deal with long-term challenges in an offhanded manner with a short-term approach. This 
perhaps is the most glaring feature of our policy making. The state can simply use it’s monopoly o! 
violence and decide to lock the genie in the bottle once and for all. There should be mass prosecution 
of the people involved. Those involved in hate speech should be rounded up. Certain parties that are 
notorious for such cases should be effectively banned and their leadership should be tried and convicté 
All of that is true, and perhaps just, but it is not a solution. It seems like a great initiative on paper, | 
it would look like a ham-fisted attempt in reality. Especially if it is not accompanied by sociopolitice 
reforms at a mass level that augment these aggressive steps. 
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what does a leaderless world look like? 
And who then runs the world? 


Written By: Ms. Maria Gulzar 


his article sheds light on the phenomenon of power diffusion from states to technological giants and 


T 
y influence governments and nations, paving the way for a techno-polar world. 


how the 
> The phenomenon of power transition: Reflecting on the past 100 years 


20% century history dictates the constant power shifts between world powers, and the fight for global 
hegemony through world wars, proxy wars, and cold wars. Before the advent of the Cold War, there 
existed a bi-polar order of the world—with USSR and USA on the opposite ends. Churchill’s analogy 
of the “The iron curtain” described a world with two sides becoming increasingly dominated by the two 
giants. Two giants that were in a constant race of nuclear armament, and regional military and economic 
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The end of the Cold War was 
brought upon by the collapse of Books 
the USSR, and the unchallenged 
supremacy of the US, ‘There 
existed a unipolar world, in which 
the sole superpower exerted power 
and influence over global 
institutions, acting as the 


harbinger of western, liberal democratic values. However, since the past two decades, countries, 


especially in Asia, have become increasingly powerful. The biased rules that favoured the West became 
more prominent, pushing countries to create smaller associations and alliances that could foster 
regional trade, and protect non-western values. Rise of countries like China, India, Brazil, ASEAN states 
etc. marked the shift towards a multi-polar world. The US no longer served as the cheerleader of the 


world, rather as one of the strongest players in the game. 


> How the world has different orders and who’s in charge of them? 


ominent leaders exercising control, leaves a world without a 
tives, and entities making their marks through security, 


economic, societal and technological elements, often overlapping. Ian Bremmer, political scientist 
focusing upon global political risk, talks about co-existence of three different orders—a Global Security 


Order, a Global Economic Order and a Global Digital Order. 


A world that does not have one or two pr 
single order. Instead, it harbours perspec 


> Who’s in charge of what? 


Y Global Security Order: A unipolar order dominated by US and its allies (NATO, AUKUS, US- 


Indo alliance). 
V Global Economic Order: A multipolar order with shared powers between USA, China, EU, India, 


Japan. 

Y Global Digital Ord 
determine political clout, foreign 
information / disinformation. 


er: Not run by states or governments, rather technology companies that 
& industrial policies, societal order and the role of 
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Network delivered by actor Ned B 
te power would eventually ove 


Catt, 


I couldn’t resisting adding in the famous monologue from the film 
that aptly highlights the imminence of an era when corpora 
democracy and become the nations of the world. 


Í 


“You are an old man who thinks in terms of nations and peoples. There are no 
nations. There are no people. There are no Russians. There are no Arabs. There 
are no Third Worlds. There is no West. There is only one holistic system of 
systems. One vast and immune, interwoven, interacting, multi-varied, 
multinational dominion of dollars. Petro-dollars, electro-dollars, multi-dollars, 
reichsmarks, rands, rubbles, pounds and shekels. It is the international system of 
currency which determines the totality of life on this planet. There is no America. 
There is no democracy. There is only IBM and ITT and AT&T, and DuPont, Dow, 
Union Carbide and Exxon. Those are the nations of the world today. We no longer 
live in a world of nations and ideologies. The world is a college of corporations, 
inexorably determined by the immutable bye-laws of business. The world is a 
business. And our children will live to see that ... perfect ... world in which there is 
no war nor famine, oppression or brutality. One vast and ecumenical holding 
company for whom all men will work to serve a common profit. In which all men 
will hold a share of stock. All necessities provided. All anxieties tranquilized. All 
boredom amused.” 


> The shift from power transition to power diffusion 


Joseph Nye, political 
scientist and co- Safety in numbers SWEDEN FINLAND ere 


founder of the theory of NATO a in Europe o St Petersburg 
neo-liberalism, nein a aidi 
expands upon the shift , cones m AN + ESTONIA RUSSIA 
To zi military camp —~ — 

from power ye kate E 2000-present 4- fous Riga WLATVIA r 
to power dIĦUSION. 5 imminent 4 penmal bole are. Moscow 
Power transition refers ake Kaliningrad — 
to the change in power jisai HETHERLANDS BELARUS 
dynamics between | « 

UKRAINE 


states (from West to 
East), while power 
diffusion is the power 
shift from states to 
non-state actors. Even 
though many different 
types of non-state 
actors exist in the 
world today, those that 
hold the most 
significance are tech 
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“The State still matters, but the stage is crowded and there are many many 
actors." —Joseph Nye 


It is thus imperative for us, as the upcoming leader nd the 
oe i s of the world, a to understa 
significance of tech companies and the ways they exert dominance od fence ile world today: 


——— pe 
MAYY, 2024 ——— wok 
cl NOA’s Contempore'y w 


| Global Powel Dynami 5| 


> Expanding into the Digital Order —How tech MNCs assert their dominance 
o The power of technolog y, data and its relevance 


The 21“ century is vastly characterized by 
technological disruption that has made THE WORLD 
ee ees S105 TRILLION 

international relations. The internet and | CI ECONOMY 


its widespread access in the past two 
decades made three things very clear: 


vy Technology became extremely 
handy 

¥Y Computing cost fell a 
thousandfold 

¥ Barriers to entry into the new age 
went down 


With unprecedented amount of data and 
access to information, we now have the 
logic and means to create pandemics, 
viruses, hack into governments, and 
disseminate misinformation that can 
birth riots. Now, it doesn’t only matter 
whose army wins, rather whose story 
wins. It’s a complex interplay of 
narratives, and how these narratives are 
perceived by society. And history has 
proven how societal perception can be 
manipulated, through data, alogrithms 
and the consistent interaction with 
content. 


“Today our identities are determined by nature and nurture and a/gorithm.”—lan 
Bremmer 


According to Anderson and Cavanagh, among the largest 200 economies in the world, 144 are 
multinational corporations (MNCs), whereas only 56 are countries, based on a comparison of the 
corporate sales of MNCs and the GDPs of the countries. The income of MNCs is 18 times higher than 
the combined annual income of the 1.2 billion people of poor countries (24% of the total world 
population). The study has found that the growth of sales of top 200 corporations is faster than overall 
global economic activity. According to the UN Committee on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), MNCs 
account for 70 percent of the total world foreign trade, which is US $7 trillion. So we ask ourselves a few 
simple questions: how do these tech giants impact governments, and how do governments deal with the 


rise of MNCs? 


o Data deciding the fate of elections and governments: the case of Facebook-Cambriage 
influencing Trump's campaign 


The world now runs on data; billions of terabytes of datapoints that can be transformed into information. 
This information can then be used to influence human behaviour, often entire nations. One such 
example is the Facebook-Cambridge Analytica scandal that erupted in 2016. This is Your Digital Life’, 
what seemed to be an innocuous psychological testing app, extracted users data through Facebook and 
sold it to a third-party, Cambridge Analytica. The latter serves as a data marketing and consulting firm 
that uses data to change audience behaviour by feeding them micro-targeted content. Personal data 
belonging to over 50 millions of Facebook users was collected without their consent by the firm, who 
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“nsychographic” models, were then 4 


then built a psychological profile of each voter. These 
y were susceptible to, in 


influence American voters, through curated political content the 
get Donald Trump behind the “Resolute desk” in the Oval Office. 


PPlieg t 


an attemp 
Ji ty 


"If you want to change politics, you first have to change culture. People are the 
what people think first.” 


units of culture, change | 


o MNCs safeguarding state sovereignty: Role of tech companies in prevent, 
Russian cyber-attacks on ukraine Í 


iance, NATO, has been a key determinant of military conflict in the 
eally decided the fate of the war is the role of tech giants. Since the 
ve gone to war voluntarily and have asserted thei 
hose leadership capacity stems from their financia 


Even though the US led western all 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, what has r 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, tech companies ha 


positioning as independent international actors w 
resources, impact, and outreach. And I say this because technology controls many of the factors tha, 


uphold state sovereignty — including cyber-security, satellite imagery, access to the internet, and th, 
surveillance of information. For Ukraine, it would not be possible to counter this kind of warfare withoy; 
the input of tech companies that have played a central role in the protection of Ukraine and its citizen; 


Below are a few examples of MNCs role in the conflict so far. 


Y Microsoft and Amazon, are helping Ukrainian public and private actors secure their critical 
software services by moving their on-site premises to cloud servers. 

v Google has assisted Ukraine on more than one front: it created an air raid alerts app to protect 
Ukraine’s citizens against Russian bombardment, while also expanding its free anti-distributed 
denial-of-service (DDoS) software—Project Shield—which is used to protect Ukraine’s networks 
against cyber-attacks. 

V Private satellite companies, such as Maxar Technologies and Capella Space, have also made their 
imagery publicly available through media outlets and social media platforms. This has been 
especially valuable in exposing Russia’s war crimes and fighting disinformation through the 
dissemination of images of the devastation wrought by Russian troops. 

v Google Maps ensuring the accessibility of open-source intelligence about the concentration o! 
Russian troops and the threat of invasion. 

Y Meta established a special operations centre to monitor and curb disinformation spread bs 
Russia-controlled media outlets. Digital platforms such as Twitter, YouTube, and Google have 
curbed the access of state-owned Russia Today (RT) and Sputnik news in Europe and in some 


cases globally, following EU sanctions. 


o The chips company that runs the World — TSMC: 


Not until COVID struck and caused a huge shortage of 
semiconductors, did anyone realize how important 
Taiwan is for the world. A country so small it could fit 
into Canada 275 times has become the flashpoint of 
geopolitics and the world’s economic powerhouse. And 
most of this is attributed to the success and sole 
significance of one company, TSMC. 


O why are semiconductors so important? 


Semiconductors have become an integral part of 
modern technology, shaping the way we communicate 
compute, and interact with the world around us. From 
smartphones to computers, from transportation 
systems to medical devices, semiconductors play a vital 
role in powering and enabling these technologies. 
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What value does TSMC hold? Worldwide Top 10 Foundry Companies, 


. 2022 Market Share 
Holding monopoly over the semiconductor industry, ha 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co or TSMC, Sat 
as 51% of the global chip market with clients 
including Apple, Intel, Qualcomm, AMD and Nvidia. — 
Any chip that is 7nm or below, TSMC manufactures 
92% of it. The $607 billion firm today controls more 
than half the global market for made-to-order chips 
and has an even tighter stranglehold on the most 
advanced processors. TSMC’s dominance is such that 


O 


. . : a TSMC a Samsung Foundry = UMC 
its chief rivals are not companies but governments noet 
and policymakers. a Globalfoundries = SMIC a Top 

a Others 


o How ís TSMC influencing states? 


Source: IDC 2023 


Y Consistent tug-of-war between Washington and Beijing over Taiwan: On Sept. 16, senior 
U.S. and Australian officials vowed to “strengthen ties” with Taiwan just a day after both nations, 
with the U.K., unveiled a new security alliance, dubbed AUKUS, to contain China. Beijing is 
already sending air and naval sorties close to Taiwan territory with alarming frequency. 

V Biden’s CHIPS and Science Act of 2022: The realization of US’s alarming dependence on TSMC 
and the reduction in its semiconductor manufacturing capacity from nearly 40% of global supply 
in 1990 to 12% currently, hit the US hard. Biden’s CHIPS Act calls for the investment of five 
years ($39 billion) for the construction of semiconductor fabrication plants, or “fabs,” including 
$2 billion specifically designated for mature semiconductors essential to the military as well as 
the automotive and manufacturing industries. 

o The European Commission has unveiled a public-private semiconductor alliance aimed 
at increasing its share of global production to 20% by 2030. 

o South Korea’s government is offering incentives to drive a $450 billion investment by 
chipmakers through 2030. 


ca ii i ig te 
Living on an island long coveted by a large and increasingly powerful neighbour, 
the residents of Taiwan have given some thought to where might be the best 
place to go should the worst happen. Some think it might be the hills, others 
historic buildings that China will want to preserve. By the same reasoning, some 
believe it is the factory run by the world’s biggest computer chip maker, TSMC. — 
The Guardian 


O How Cryptocurrency and Fintech can put an end to current financial systems 


The appeal of cryptocurrencies lies in their decentralized, fast, and private transaction capabilities, 
bypassing traditional banking fees and controls. However, their surge has sparked concerns over 
unregulated market risks like fraud and financial instability, with detractors pointing to their potential 
for facilitating illegal activities and exacerbating inequality. The debate extends to their impact on 
national monetary policies, especially in smaller economies. El Salvador’s adoption of Bitcoin as legal 
tender highlights their growing influence, even as global regulators grapple with oversight challenges. 


Pe 
The Silk Road marketplace was a darknet market operational from 2011 to 2013, 
founded by Ross Ulbricht under the pseudonym “Dread Pirate Roberts.” It 
operated on the Tor network, allowing users to buy and sell illicit goods 
anonymously, primarily drugs, using Bitcoin for transactions. It was difficult for 
law enforcement to trace parties involved in the transaction because they only 
had blockchain addresses as identification. The FBI shut it down in October 2013, 
and seized 174,000 BTC. 
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As of January 2024, 130 countries, including the United States, are considering introducing their , 
S Wr, 


central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) to compete with the cryptocurrency boom, 


Most Governments Have Permitted Cryptocurrencies 
Regulation of cryptocurrencies as of September 2023, selected governments 


H Legal 
JJ Partial ban 
E General ban 
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Source: Atlantic Council. - 


o How MNCs fuel conflicts and show complicity in crimes against humanity: Tht 
case of Syria 


One of the core incentive an MNC has in setting up a factory or plant in an underdeveloped country 's 
cheap labor. Another is the continuity of work without proper safety checks as international standards 
can be easily ignored with little to no accountability. This tends to lead to endangering the lives of the 
local staff by keeping employees in their jobs even though the safety situation deteriorates. 


Between 2012 and 2014, Lafarge, a French cement manufacturing company, allegedly paid up to 13 
million euros to several armed groups in Syria, including the Islamic State (ISIS) and Levant and 
Nusra Front, to keep its cement factory running in the midst of the Syrian civil war and its atrocities 
Lafarge kept the Syrian employees on duty on the premises despite the highly dangerous environmen: 
repeated kidnappings, and risks to their lives. 

Lafarge has been the subject of an investigation into its operations in Syria since 2016, one of the pm 
extensive corporate criminal proceedings in recent French legal history. It is the first company, * n 
legal entity, in the world to ever face such a charge. The company was found guilty of complicit} 
crimes against humanity and was ordered to pay $777.8 million over the issue. 


“The Supreme Court confirms for the second time that Lafarge can be charged in 
France with complicity in crimes against humanity in Syria. Businesses that fuel or 
profit from armed conflicts can no longer claim that their activities are neutral. 
Companies which transfer millions of euros to armed groups that committed 
crimes against humanity must be held accountable,” says Cannelle Lavite Co- 


Director of the Business and Human Rights program at ECCHR. 
_ Director of the Business and Human Rights program at ECCHR. — — 
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o Lobbying by MNCs and the incentive of FDI 


Given their huge capital resources and Production c 
in economic dealings. For the sale of their enormous 
tariff issues, access restrictions and similar “b 
need is a global system for the free flow 


apacities, MNCs are able to dictate their own terms 
production, MNCs require access to large markets; 
ar “barriers to trade” are hurdles in this access. What MNCs 
og op ayo te of mer goods. They therefore use their sheer economic weight 
to influ i ide rules. With their huge resources, they employ lobbyists with the highest 
expertise and influence at international trade organizations. In all there are approximately 15,000 
lobbyists (majorly representing business interests) based in Brussels, or roughly one for each staff 
member of on European Commission, the executive body that negotiates on the European Union’s 
behalf in the WTO. Moreover, an esüūmated 17,000 lobbyists representing different MNCs are working in 
Washington, DC. The pharmaceutical industry alone spent US$ 1 billion on lobbying in the US in 2004. 
The rich North, influenced by such lobbying, makes decisions in favor of the MNCs, irrespective of the 
economic, social or cultural consequences for the poor of the world. In contrast, in the Global South, 
MNCs gain control through the lure of Foreign Direct Investment or FDI. Having poor economic 


infrastructure and little capital, developing countries very easily agree to host MNCs. At times, their 
weak regulatory positions are subsequently exploited by MNCs. 
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The world, as we know it, is changing; the study of international relations through the lens of nation- 
states is a convention we need to outgrow, and expand beyond the horizons of technology, data and 
multinationals. What we have transcended into is a techno-polar order, one in which the state and non- 
State share the global stage, and both have overlapping powers that influence economies, security, and 
society. If the U.S. and China enhance their global influence through alliances with tech firms, we may 
see a “tech cold war” dividing the digital realm. Without such a scenario, digital entities might gain 
Overwhelming power, diminishing state governance In the physical world. The imperative for 
governments is to collaborate with tech companies to address a declining global order, while these 
corporations need to heighten their geopolitical insight to support and rejuvenate this order. 
Unfortunately, the MNC-led globalization currently underway emphasizes economic integration and not 
Justice, 


-__ 


a ae ee ae a ae ann ae ae ee ae 
“It worries me that our world is becoming a global village only for the exchange 
of goods and information—not as a place of shelter, livelihood, security and 
dignity for all who live in it.” — Nelson Mandela, “Bridging the Divide” Conclave 
2006 
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Chips & Artificial Intelligence. 


A JOURNEY FROM UNI POLAR TO TECHNO POLAR WORLD 


Written By: Mr. Wahaj Rahim 


The drastic and exponential dependence upon 
technology post the Al boom has shown the world that 
those who have access to technology shall now shape 
the contours of the global world system. Time will tell 
whether the mighty dragon emerges as the victor for 
the techno polar world or whether the eagle maintains 
is dominance. 


The world is ever evolving, what is new today shall be 
old tomorrow; what was once thought of to be away 
from the reaches of man, has been made available to 
all at a click of a button; such is the power of 
technology. Man’s urge to dominate the world either 
through military, organizations or economy has led 
him to knock at the doors of the prime mover of the 
society: Semi-conductor Chips. The thirst to become 
the best in the world and to ensure that one remains 
relevant in the global economic race, the need for any 
nation to pursue technological dominance has i i 
increased. The dependence of the world upon silicon ; SF 

and Chips has increased from a meager $3 trillion to 

a staggering $14 trillion. The two big giants (China and US) of the global economic market are battling 
it out in the field of science and technology. Afterall, he who holds the means to progress, i.e., the 
technology to produce faster and efficient chips, shall rule the world for the years to come. 


> SEMI-CONDUCTORS: THE SILICON LOTTERY 


The word silicon lottery has been used for those nations which have managed to create silicon chip 
wafers with high potential of hitting high clock speeds. To create the best of the best chips, countries 
| need to give up an arm and a leg in the R&D sector. Not all countries have such an amount of hot cash 
lying around to be spent upon the tiring but magnanimously rewarding chip industry. Those with vision 
invested in the Chip industry during the bit coin pandemic. But, with the bit coin mining in shambles. 
and the chips being in the market for dirt cheap the world realized the great potential of ASIC 
(Application-Specific Integrated Circuit Chips). It was this realization that led to exploration of the world 
of AI in depth. 


> Al, SELFAWARENESS AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE WORLD: A DEMOCLE'S 
SWOR 


The discovery of ASIC CPUs led the world to ensure that such machines be created which can do specific 
tasks efficiently and effectively. Thus, the idea of AI, albeit discovered decades ago, got a new fuel source 
to grow exponentially. Initial applications of AI were thought of as to read data and to use a gaussian 
curve principle to find the best possible solution from the data pool being provided. However, with time, 
the concept of data learning and innovation in Al led to its memory being built; understanding the best 
possible solutions to particular tasks. Consequently, the world saw a shift from unaware fo semb te” 
and now to fully self-aware AI models. Those who invested in this process, got to see their fruits in the 
form of opportunity costs.Al can perform a range of functions depending upon the processing power ! 
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d the data Is has ap fed. The uses of AI can range from finding solutions to complex surgeries 
ring that the missile trajectories based upon the previous flight data be changed to avoid being 
wn the way previous missiles were shot down or to remain undetected. All the sectors of life were 
he great wave of AI. With no proper global policy, the rampant illegal feeding of data made the AI 
trained models so fast and intelligent that there is a looming Damocles’ sword over those with a knack 
ig. For Rmample, Wii a properly training AI model, one can write a book which can take 
n author maybe months to write and to make changes to. Immersive stories for games and movies 
can similarly be generated this way. Consequently, there is a threat of the creative minded people 
alienating themselves from their craft because of their work being done by a machine for the fraction of 
the cost they charge. The Atlantic reported that more than 183,000 books were used without permission 
of their authors to train the current AI model Chat GPT. Similarly, an Industrial robot in South Korea 
on the road to being made selfaware killed a south Korean worker, thinking of him as an object rather 
han a person. The sector worst hit by the new AI wave has been undoubtedly, the education sector. 
students have in gr eat numbers flocked to free AI providing websites in order to ease down their burden 
of work. Resultantly, cheating cases, the blurred line between personal and computer written, academic 
dishonesty and lack of creativity amongst the students was observed. 


> CHIPS AND THE US CHINA COLD WAR 2.0: IMPLICATIONS FOR THE Al BOOM. 


0 US MASTER PLAN TO TAME THE CHINESE DRAGON: FROM MILITARY TO 
ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ENCIRCLEMENT OF CHINA. 


comes so crucial to 


has an 
0 ensu 
shot do 


huma 


US heavily invested in the Taiwanese chip industry trying to ensure that Taiwan be 
the world that its importance to the world and the possible backlash would deter China from ever 
invading it. As a result, TSMC (Taiwanese Semi-Conductor Manufacturing Company), rose to become a 
Chip manufacturing giant, first in south Asia and then in the world. Post COVID-19, TSMC was at least 
a decade ahead when it came to the manufacturing of 4nm and super cooled Chips. 


0 UNFORSEEN CONSEQUENCES: POLITICS OF REALIZATION 


With A heavy investment into the Chip 
industry of Taiwan many experts thought 
that China will not dare to look at Taiwan 
anymore. However, China, not only in the 
past years has ramped up with its barrage 
of claims against US involvement in the 
Indo-Pacific and its vehement support of 
Taiwan but has also ensured that US’s 
vulnerable interdependency upon the 
Chinese tech and labour industry remains 
a significant hurdle in the way of US 
shutting down the doors of technology to 
China. On the other hand, such huge 
investment outside of its borders allowed 
the passage for outsourcing of 
manufacturing to Taiwan, resulting in its 


semiconductor industry, with TSMC 
(Taiwanese Semi-Conductor 
its helm, 


Manufacturing Company) at 
emerging as the global chip manufacturing 
leader in the world. Moreover, many US 
companies relied upon the Chinese 
economies of scale model for their dirt- 
cheap production costs. Consequently, US 


not only Lagged behind in Chip — 
technology, Chip research, but also, due to its heavy investment in Taiwan, could not compete with 


TSMC. In addition to this, China could not be tamed in the region even with the great control of the 
Semi-conductor chips in the world through Taiwan. Suddenly, all the guns pointed at China ae 


pointing back at the US. 
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o THE MIGHTY EAGLE FLEXES IT rALLONS. 
In a bid to regain back its lost tilah 

to end the vulnerable interde wet ang 
upon China, US introduced any 
(Creating Helpful Incentives for UPS 
Production of Semi-Conductors) nl the 
American Inflation Reduction (AIR) 
On paper, both the acts overtly ) Acs 
help the technological backbone of th. 
country to strengthen and to bandw- the 
on the EV revolution; but covertly p 
were another form of soft Monet 
nationalism. For example: the CHIps jip 
was oriented in such a way to ensure th. 
the American companies are protect. 
from the onslaught of the Chines. 
competition; moreover, the AIR ... 
ensured that no American compan: 
benefitting from the act were to outsour.. 
its battery production or mechanics) 
production from China. Seeing through 
the lens of realism we see that US used 
both Balance of power and neo- 
mercantilism to try to tame the mighty 
dragon. These actions not only 


antagonized China but also antagonized the European nations of the world as well. Resultantly, the 
ground which US wanted to gain in the world, to protect its tech industry, ended up in a vacuum filled 
by China. For example, US left TPP but China filled in the vacuum left by US through the formation of 
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Free trade suits the producers of the world and China is no exception to it. China, in order to protect its 
industry and to ensure that no other country gets incitement from the US’s actions ensured that 
American Companies do not get the necessary good footing they had in China as before. The success of 
the first made in China 2015 drive, led to another made in China 2025 drive. Going a step further, 
Beijing introduced a ban on the exports of certain rare earth metals to the world, ensuring that its grip 
on the AI industry fueled by the ASIC revolution remains strong. In a reaction to the $400bn sanctions 
on the Chinese companies, China still introduced a relatively smaller set of $100bn sanctions on the US 
companies. Moreover, China has also decided to introduce its own YTMC (Yangtze Memory technology 
Company) as a major competitor to the TSMC. 


O GU: AN OTHER EMRGING POWER POLE IN THE TECHNOPOLAR WORLD OF 
THE 2157 CENTURY. 


EU has also introduced an act similar to the likes of the American CHIPS act. The goal is to ensure that 
their internal industries become non reliant upon the Chinese technology Albeit oe move of theirs İS 
going to make a very little change due to the magnanimous dependency of the EU on Chinese 
technological exports for example: Germany has been the largest trading partner of China for the past 


half a decade. 


> TECHNOLOGY: ANOTHER NEO-IMPERIAL s OF 
DEVELOPING NATIONS. IST NOOSE AROUND THE HEAD 


The technological development has once again led to the notion of ‘Haves’ and ‘Haves not’ in the 
International global community. Those with access to technology make others play a zero sum gave 
under the facade of technological exchanges. For example: Israel in order to eae ie Tias iana at ay 
and to appease the Americans, have provided the David’s slingshot and Arrow ae snnic missiles to 


tried t 


BI MAYY, 2024 o —— ora wore 
l R”. NOA‘s Contemporary 


| 
| Global Technological Competition 


and and Germany for the tirst time. Resultantly, remaining significant in the eyes of the US and its 


i portraying 1t aia ete nese of many nations and evading the criticism from its barbaric assault in 
Gaza. Due to thiis j ps ba € jas y ot other nations upon the battle tested technology of Israel, Tel Aviv gets 
ro play its own i? sie ae without any interference and non-existent criticism from the west. 
gimilarly, no matte! how hard Tesla tries to run into the budget car EV segment, it is bound to 
~ llaborate with Japan and thus Tokyo remains significant in the new world order littered with 


‘echnological sticks ana carrots to remain significant in the world arena. Developing countries such as 
pakistan and India remain strung from their necks due to their overwhelming dependency upon 
washington. One example of this would be of the suspension of the sale of $3bn worth of drones to India 
and the sale of AWAACS refueling pods from Sweden to Pakistan to ensure that both the nations at kept 
gf their toe: In-short, the masters are still the global north; however, their tool of rule has changed from 
military approach to economic and technological carrots and sticks policy. 


> deere A SHIFT FROM MULTIPOLAR WORLD TO A TECHNOPOLAR WORLD IN THE 
MA : 


Previously, when we heard the 
term multipolar, only the names 
of a few countries such as China, 
US and Russia came into our 
minds due to the ongoing conflict 
between them. Meanwhile, there 
are other contenders in the 
global arena, trying desperately 
to be considered a pole of the 
world, trying to punch above 
their weight category (India); but 
such nations are not considered 
as a dominant pole in the world 
CC? -S = i in any domain possible. The 
I ee os, Soc potiuealetout 

RISER REE ea FPSC PPSC &er: iy However, the world of today is 
F |- becoming more and more techno 

; : polar in nature. Those who hold 

the key to technological progress 
can use follow the path of neo- 
imperialism to dominate or to 
influence the foreign policies of 
other nations. The countries 
which are behind in this 
technologically powered world 
will try to mimic the relations of 
their poles in a bid to gain their 
favours and access to the newest 


gear. From Turkey, burying the hatched and accepting first Finland and now Sweden’s entry into NATO 
for the state-of-the-Art F-35 jets, to India buying new $3bn worth drones for its safety. Every country's 
decision can be molded provided that you have the necessary technological edge to coerce, influence 
and control them. The sale of American F-16s and the heavy dependency upon the current J-10C of the 
dependency of Islamabad upon Beijing for its security. Even in the 
World wars, technological edge was a great strength of any nation. From breaking the enigma and the 
ramage of the German U boats, to using the relatively less complex atomic bomb on Hiroshima and 
antes it is evident that the reliance upon technology has long existed. However, the drastic and 
Finan dependence upon technology post the AI boom has shown the world that those who have 
ns he to technology shall now shape the contours of the global world system. Time will tell whether the 
Sa dragon emerges as the victor for the techno polar world or whether the eagle maintains is 
nance. In my point of view, US has long lost its mantle of technological superiority and it’s a matter 


years before it is dethroned by either Japan or China. 
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A Landmark Case at the TCq, 


A two-day session of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
was held in The Hague from January 11th to 12th, 2024. A 
petition was lodged by South Africa against Israel, alleging 
violations of Article IX of the Genocide Convention. In the 
petition, Israel was accused of deliberately aiming to 
eliminate a substantial proportion of the Palestinian 
population, with a particular focus on residents of the 
Gaza Strip. In late December 2023, South Africa ratified 
the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide, thereby joining the rank as of 
the nations that have recently brought allegations of 
genocide before the International Criminal Court (ICJ) 
outside of a direct dispute. Similar to The Gambia's 2019 
lawsuit against Myanmar for alleged genocide against the 
Rohingya people, this action was taken in parallel. The 
International Court of Justice was urged by South Africa to enforce 
‘Provisional measures" in order to prevent the alleged genocide in Gaza, whereas Israel denied any 
enocidal intent in the are 
i s Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 l l 
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As the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN), the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
functions in accordance with a statute that restricts its litigants to states. Israel and South Africa, both 
Signatories to the 1948 Genocide Convention, are currently engaged in the legal dispute that South 
Africa instigated by invoking said convention. The purpose of interim rulings or provisional measures 
issued by the ICJ is to prevent either party from irreparably damaging the main case. Resolution of 
proceedings before the ICJ typically requires years. South Africa's comprehensive 84-page submission 
in this specific instance advocated for a range of actions, such as the urgent cessation of Israel's military 


activities in Gaza and a proscription of any conduct against the Palestinian people that violates the 
Genocide Convention. 


> Genocide Convention's Legacy: South Africa's Allegations & Pursuit of Justice 


Historical significance is attributed to the 1948 Genocide Convention, which was the inaugural human 
rights treaty ratified by the United Nations General Assembly. Article II of the Convention provides the 
foundation for South Africa's case, which stems from a commitment to prevent atrocities such as the 
Holocaust. Genocide, as defined in the article, comprises various actions that result in the death of 
individuals belonging to a national, racial, ethnic, or religious group; inflict severe physical and 
psychological suffering upon the group's members; and intentionally subject them to living conditions 
that are designed to induce physical destruction, whether in its entirety or in part. South Africa has 
levied allegations against Israel on multiple fronts, including the infliction of hunger, dehydration, an 
starvation in Gaza through the obstruction of adequate humanitarian assistance, the interruption 0 
vital resources such as water, food, fuel, and electricity, and the failure to furnish housing and sanitation 
facilities to the 1.9 million internally displaced Palestinians residing in Gaza. South Africa emphasize” 
the 23,000 fatalities that occurred during the proceedings, with women and children comprising 70% 0 
the victims. South Africa also emphasized a number of statements attributed to Israeli stat 
representatives, including the President, Prime Minister, and Minister of Defense, which demonstrat 
a “genocidal intent." These statements were issued at the highest levels of government. 
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> Depicting Genocidal Intent: Evidence § Historical Context in South Africa's Case 


out a doubt, throughout the proceedings, attorneys for South Africa found themselves significantly 
ndent on statements and remarks ascribed to Israeli military leaders and officials. Their position 
was that p la be deduced from the conduct and utterances of these individuals. 
gurthermore: t ey is C a wel y = statements made by representatives of international organizations, 
including the sseni Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the United Nations (UN), and the World 
Health Organization ( al ). By contrasting hospitals with battlegrounds, these quotations underscored 
dire circumstances that civilians in Gaza were forced to endure and emphasized the breakdown of 


depe 


the ae oi : "y ee ” : : $ 
the healthcare $y stem. "In Gaza, nowhere is safe," the attorneys emphasized, due to the constant barrage 
py the israel Defense Forces. 
DV Ts atta laden Wing dao E AE Vince 
ISRAEL'S WAR ON GAZA In addition, the relevance of 
historical events, such as the 


'Nakba' of 1948, 75 years of 
‘apartheid’, S56 years of 
occupation, and 16 years of 
siege, was emphasised by the 
South African legal team in 
relation to the ongoing 
military operations. The 
mass exodus of Palestinians 
that occurred throughout the 
1948 Arab-Israeli conflict is 
referred to in Arabic as 
"Nakba," which translates to 
"catastrophe." The Israeli 
prime minister's remark that 
alluded to the biblical 
account of Amalek was also 
emphasized in South Africa's 
presentation. The Israelites 
are depicted in the Hebrew 
Bible as having a perceived 
obligation to eradicate the 
Amalekites, who are regarded 


Judges at the International Court of Justice 


The ICJ, also known as the World Court, is the highest United Nations legal body. The 
court, comprising 15 judges, will evaluate South Africa's case - whether Israel's military 


operat 


ion in Gaza amounts to an act of genocide under the UN convention. 


9 


Term ends Feb 2024 -E Tem ends Feb 2024 
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Judge Charlesworth 


Judge Robinson Judge lwasawa 


| 

| 

| Judge Salam Judge Bennouna Judge Tomka Judge Yusuf Judge Sebutinde as adversaries and rivals of 
banon Morocco lowokta omaha Uganda 3 bd 

| i l l the Israelites. South Africa 

| ludges are ele ted for nine-year terms Four new. judge will st art on February 6, 2024 l d thi e} N 

| South Africa will be represented by former Deputy Chief Justice Dikgang Moseneke EN, ACADEMY] i employe S 1S l citation to 

. while Israel's appointee will be former Supreme Court President Aharon Barak ee Se Reema io denote genocidal intent, 


implying that Israeli forces 
employ it to rationalize the loss of life among Gaza's civilian population. 


> Israel's Defense: Challenging Allegations of Genocidal intent 


Israel refuted any assumption of ‘genocidal intent’ in its ongoing campaign during a presentation on 
January 12, 2024. The country maintained that its actions were lawful and in accordance with 
established norms of international law. The rights to self-defense formed the foundation of the Israeli 
position. Israel maintained that the objective of its operations in Gaza was to safeguard the area's 
inhabitants, not cause damage to them. As per the statement by Israel, the primary objective of these 
operations was to eradicate the capability of Hamas and its affiliated organizations to pose a threat to 
İsrael, "A war that Israel did not initiate" was criticized by the representative of Israel as an application 
of the term "genocide." The claim that statements ascribed to the Prime Minister or Defense Minister of 
İsrael implied genocidal intent was refuted by them. They contended that South Africa's presentation 
rial misconstrued routine rhetoric. Hamas was held accountable by Israel for its utilization of 
con as human shields in order to inflict the most damage possible on the civilian population, while 
tae Africa was accused of relying on statistics supplied by Hamas concerning casualties. Israel 

ained that deliberate genocidal intent was not indicated by unintended civilian casualties 


ustained in the pursuit of lawful military objectives. 
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> Solidarity in Struggle: South Africa s Historical A 


The enduring backing of South Africa for 
the African National Congress (ANC), whi 
movements and the people of Gaza and P 
influences South Africa's proactive stanc l i , 
The ANC, which was ate outlawed as a liberation movement, was instrumental in the 
resistance against the ethnically d 
provided unwavering assistance to t 
its historical tribulations and the present p 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and former Sout 
in the anti-apartheid movement, maintained a close 
attainment of Palestinian independence was indispens 


thereby emphasizing the interdepen 


> ICJ's Judgment and Its Impact: Pursuing Accoun 


Following two weeks of 
preliminary deliberations, 
the International Court of 


Justice rendered a 
momentous decision on 
January 26, 2024, 
requiring Israel to 
implement all requisite 
precautions to avert 
actions classified as 
Genocide Convention 
violations. Although the 
Court refrained from 


granting South Africa's 
request for an immediate 
cessation of hostilities in 
Gaza, it did order Israel to 
allow the passage of 
humanitarian assistance 
and essential services 
through Palestinian 
territory. Assumed to 
impose legally binding 
obligations on the 
international community, 
the interim judgment 
requires Israel to submit a 
one-month report to the 
Court detailing the 
measures it has 
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iliance with Palestine 


be traced back to its dominant Dar 
tr 


an cause can saps 

h has maintained historical ties with the Palestinian liberat; 
c ae c -C : . 7 > E š a - df 0 
alestine. The aforementioned historical connection Significan,, 


se in bringing Israel before the International Court of Justje, 


the Palestin! 


J š 5 4 arte, 
ry white apartheid regime in South Africa. Paleşti, 
’ The ANC perceives a correlation betwe. 


iscriminato 
he ANC in its endeavors. a 
redicament faced by the Palestinian people. Form, 
h African president Nelson Mandela, a prominent figur, 
friendship. Mandela renownedly declared that the 


able for the complete liberation of South Afric, 


dence of these historical conflicts. 
tability in the Gaza Conflict 
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ISRAEL'S WAR ON GAZA 


Israel's defence in ICJ genocide hearing 


The International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague has held the second of a two- | 
day hearing in South Africa’s genocide case against Israel. Israel’s arguments were: | 


E Right to self-defence 
Israel argued that Hamas's attack on October 7 
is what started the Gaza war, and that Israel has 
a right to defend itself under international law. | 


B Genocidal intent 
The Israeli legal team said South Africa's 
accusations that Tel Aviv has an inherent intent to 
“destroy” the Palestinian people are based on 
“random assertions” that were “taken out of | 
context", | 
E Genocidal actions 
In response to allegations of actual genocidal 
actions, including indiscriminate killings of 
Civilians, Israel's lawyers claimed that Hamas 
was using Civilians as human shields and Israeli 
troops were trying to “minimise” civilian harm. 


E Lack of jurisdiction 
Israel claimed that South Africa had not attempted to resolve their "dispute" prior to bringing it to the 
court, a requirement for the court to have jurisdiction. Israel asserted that South Africa gave only a few | 
days notice, and rejected an offer of dialogue, about the genocide claims before applying to the court. 


MEMBERS OF ISRAEL LEGAL TEAM 


Malcolm 


implemented to ensure adherence. The International Court of Justice's ruling considers statements 


made by high-ranking Israeli officials, including Defense Minister Yoav Gallant's proclamation of a 
"complete siege" of Gaza and his depiction of the conflict , 


r ` s u H r ` e (s 
as a struggle against "human animals. Th 


extent to which Israel will adhere to the ruling is a subject of debate, given that the Court Jacks 
enforcement authority, which casts doubt on Israel's compliance. In effort to maintain internation 


pressure on Israel to cease hostilities in the Gaza Strip 
Security Council delineate the steps it will undertake 


South Africa requests that the United pans 
to implement an interim judgment from tHe 


International Court of Justice. Despite possessing the authority to enact measures. the veto powe! 0 


permanent members of the UN Security Council renders such 


š E : 5 ine 
actions ineffective. Israel has mainta? 


its military offensive despite the Court's rulings, resulting in the deaths of hundreds more Palestinian’ 


and, according to the most recent statistics, bringing the total number of Palestinian casualties i 


conflict to over 26,700. 
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ISRAEL'S WAR ON GAZA _ 


How did the IC] vote? 


The International Court of Justice concludes in its interim ruling that it has the 


jurisdiction to order provisional measures and some of South Africa's allegations 
against Israel could in principle fall under the 1948 Genocide Convention. 


Here's how the judges voted on the six provisional measures the ICJ ordered: 


Israel must take all possible measures to prevent acts as outlined 
= in Article 2 of the 1948 Genocide Convention. 
Israel must ensure its military does not carry out any of the above actions. 


_, israel must prevent the destruction of evidence of war crimes in Gaza and 
= allow fact-finding missions access. 


Israel must submit a report on how it intends to deliver all of the above to 
the court within one month of the judgement. 
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E israel must prevent and punish incitement of genocidal acts. 
Israel must ensure the delivery of basic services and essential humanita rian 
aid to civilians in Gaza. 


Measures approved by votes of 16-1 
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> Shaping International Discourse: Implications of South Africa's ICJ Petition 


not only in Israel but also internationally, South Africa's 
influence. This case serves as a poignant reminder of the 
Potential ramifications that could arise for Israel's international di encase oA To: a pi noes iar 
reaction to the recent Hamas assault. There is an opportunity for internation i ior in are aes 
umanitarian law in particular, to establish a unified framework for evaluating such matters a 


ae oe progress. However, in or 
Withi 


Already generating considerable interest 
petition to the ICJ has had a substantial 
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Decoding Crisis: Many Dimensions of 


Israel’s War on Gaza 


The International Coup. 
Justice (ICJ) and 

Security Council 4... 
expressed concern Pai 
Israel's war against Gaz, 
citing violations of the 1» 
Charter of Human Right 
and war regulations. The 
United States and its allies 
including the Europear 
Union and NATO, have 
vetoed proposals for a 
truce in the Security 
Council. UN organizations 
are concerned about the 
devastation in Gaza and 
have called for an end to 
the conflict. Millions of 
people around the world 
have protested Israel's 
crimes and demanded 


respect for Palestinian rights. The Palestinians have launched a campaign to explain the history of their 
struggle, as well as the involvement of the United States and European countries in establishing and 
maintaining Israel. They promote false information about Israel in the media, dehumanize Arabs and 
Muslims, spend billions of dollars to purchase politicians in the United States, and support Israel with 
military equipment and intelligence. Religion is important in this issue, making it impossible to have a 
rational discussion. Israel has used Bible texts to defend its control and intentions to expand into 
Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, and Iraq. Israel has played an important role in assisting the united 
governments and its allies in weakening and dividing powerful Arab governments along ethnic and 
political lines, reducing their ability to defend themselves in an armed battle. This has resulted in 
increasing respect for Palestinians and their society, but it has also made it more difficult for Westerners 


to work with their leaders. 
> Unyielding Cruelty: Israel's Pursuit of Dominance in Gaza 


A spokesman for the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) stated that the conflict in Gaza will continue until it's 
done. The Israeli Prime Minister agreed with the statement. The war in Rafah is terrifying because |! Is 
so severe. Israel is prepared to slaughter and relocate 1.5 million Palestinians under the pretense ol 
prisoners. The US administration has advised Benjamin Netanyahu that the Rafah offensive iS awit 
and should not happen, but it does not appear that their efforts are working. Israel is determined © 
develop illegal settlements in Gaza, which would result in significant damage andl deaths in the Rata 
area. The neighborhood is quite populated, with approximately 1.5 million people living there. Three 
people were killed when Israel used a drone to attack the Islamic Resistance. The [slamic Resistant“ 
has warned the US that it will attack US targets in Iraq and Jordan. Even though the US and UK hav 
been attacking Yemen from the air, Houthi attacks on commerce ships have increased. President Bide" 
has stated that they will respond appropriately, and global clamor for a ceasefire is increasing: Majo! 
nations, such as Russia and China, want the United States to grasp how people around the world feel 
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Israel in tends to 


var as it worsens, potentially le; | 

pou the war as aon s ntially leading to further difficulties in the region. 
í an7 a Ve S e > i = 
É% y Gaza inc c $ 1O¢ S, including the completion of projet ts such as a new canal connecting 
Some of the strategic goals 


oo ed Sea and the Mediterranean, which is claimed to have US backing 
„clude taking _- sail expanding Israel, and gaining financial control over Middle Eastern 
aoe Arab CULREAR ant reluctant to become engaged because they are concerned. about Israel's 
: ‘4] and nuclear pov er. Israel's aggressive measures are escalating, particularly In the Gulf States 
and saudi Arabia, se i aea eega is increasing its investments in trade, manufacturing, and real 
ostate. The majori'y of the laborers and workers are from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh, 
- -e changes in the Middle East will have an impact on South Asia. In the end, Israel will proceed 

ait lanned onslaught on Rafah, which will murder many people and destroy much property. 
‘nisters from Russia, Australia, and other countries have urged the world not to close its eyes. 


foreign ml 
onting Contention: Netanyahu's Deceitful Agenda against Gaza 


> confr 
israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
vetanyahu has disclosed a hardline 


a following the conflict, 


| 201 DAYS T 


escalating tensions between Israel OF ISRAEL'S WAR . 
and its Western allies, particularly ONG 
AZA 360,000+ 


„jan for Gaz 


ini d th 
she United States an the UK. Tel x Housing units *® 
Aviv plans to establish a security „e  damagedor Oy 
wuffer zone on the Palestinian side 34 262 destroyed 9,680 
of the border with the Gaza Strip in Pal cad om Women 

; killed 
order to prevent terrorist elements g killed if 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip p” k Piee 
from strengthening and posing F s ; = i 77,229 
risks to Israel. However, this idea is wt igi" cred 


unrealistic and will ultimately fail. 

The strategy demands for Israeli 
security control over the whole 
territory west of Jordan from the 
d land to prevent aa who ih 
sea, an P jj 4 | weed | 5 


í 


air, 
terrorists from strengthening in the 


occupied West Bank and Gaza aF 
Strip. It also demands for M 
handpicked Palestinians to manage We} i. People 

Gaza, who will not be affiliated with PY j> internally ‘ 
or paid by terrorist-supporting i I fi displaced 
countries or organizations. In other 
words, Israel will determine who 
administers Gaza in the future. The 
Strategy admits that Israel has 

regained control of the Gaza Strip in order to continue the war against the Palestinians and obtain more 
time to carry it out. However, Prof. Laleh Khalili of the University of Exeter's Institute of Arab and Islamic 
5 Israel's right to self-defense and 


Studies denounced the concept as 4 revisionist Zionist fantasy. 
impunity is called into doubt, as using force against non-combatant civilians does not qualify as self- 


defense. According to Human Rights Watch, the Israeli government has ignored the ICJ verdict and 
stepped up its repression. Israel has murdered nearly 29,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, two-thirds 
of them are women and children, and has displaced almost 80% of the territory's 2.3 million residents. 
The US and UK have expressed opposition to the plan, with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
declaring that Israel's construction of settlements in the occupied West Bank violated international law. 


> UNSC Resolution on Ceasefire: Betrayal or Moral Compulsion? 

the United Nations Security Council adopted a resolution 

d States, which had been the last major obstacle to such 

a call, decided not to overturn the resolution. This vote surprised Israel, which saw its longtime US 

Partner abstain rather than oppose the motion. Israeli officials slammed the agreement, claiming they 
ave no intention of ending firing. More than 32,000 Palestinians have died in Gaza as a result of Israeli 
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is response to Israel's deadly war 1n Gaza, 
-alling for an immediate cease-fire. The Unite 
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| Palestinian Conundrum | 


69,000 houses completely 7 
| destroyed in Gaza pA 


operations begun when HAMAS 

militants assaulted the coun ry ` 
October 7, killing 1,200 and <2," 
250 hostages. The document Urges“ 


Since Oct 7, residential areas, pubiic facilities, schools, and hospitals p 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Soa bank aa ya adaa immediate ceasefire... and P 
p = | demands the immediate ° ” 
| ‘onditional release of al ies 
n COMPLETELY uncon ASE OF all hostage 
| ~~ 0 a DESTROYED BUILDINGS : A failed resolution sponsored Sy 
| 23,084 a wits | United States last week called s 
i | truce that was directly link : 
, á 138 | y ed to the 
| MOSQUES | release of the prisoners. While the p 
i E 134cov'T claims the current resolution iş ia 
! FACILITIES | binding, experts disagree. They in 
si “sue 
, ~ e r 95 SCHOOLS | that the key is in the document's ia 
| naveierTice | Israel has responded strongly to 44, 
DAMAGED BUILDINGS | resolution, stating that it has iia 
. : : n U 
| <- 290,000 HOUSING | intention of complying with it. 
| “UNITS i i i 
UN | resolution has a moral and genera] 
fi peck he Sa AND | impact on the ground in Gaza. 
| 
l fan 7 000 Á 240 MOSQUES | The United Nations Security Council 
i eh | (UNSC) has urged an immediate cease. 
| SES l fire between Israel and the Palestinian 
| f odes a | group HAMAS in the Gaza Strip, as 
Tbe Aon | well as the release of all hostages, as 
| Number of injured the United States abstains from 


| 59,000 ee ore ee Oe E voting. The resolution calls for an 
immediate ceasefire during the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, which concludes in two weeks, as 
well as the release of all hostages detained in the HAMAS-led raid on southern Israel on October 7. The 
United States has frequently opposed Security Council resolutions putting pressure on Israel, but it has 
grown increasingly frustrated with its friend as civilian casualties rise and the UN warns of impending 
hunger in Gaza. The White House stated that the final resolution lacked wording that the US considers 
critical, and that its abstention does not indicate a shift in policy. According to the office of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the US's failure to veto the resolution is a "clear retreat" from its earlier 
position and will harm battle efforts against HAMAS as well as efforts to liberate Israeli detainees held 
in Gaza. 


US President Joe Biden had requested a meeting with Israeli officials to discuss Israel's intentions for a 
ground invasion of Rafah in southern Gaza, where over 1 million displaced Palestinians are sheltering. 
White House spokesman John Kirby expressed disappointment with Netanyahu's decision and said 
senior US officials would still meet separately with Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, who is currently 
in Washington, to discuss issues such as captives, humanitarian aid, and civilian protection in Rafah. 
The United Nations Security Council has adopted a resolution calling for a cease-fire between Israel and 
HAMAS, as well as the release of hostages in Gaza. The nearly unanimous resolution comes amid 
worldwide pleas to stop the conflict, as Israeli forces have evacuated more than 90% of Gaza's 2.3 million 
population and humanitarian conditions in the beleaguered territory have reached critical levels. UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres stated that the resolution "must be implemented" and that failure 
would be unacceptable. Palestinian leaders praised the resolution's approval, calling it a watershe 

moment and encouraging UNSC member nations to fulfill their legal obligations by implementing it 
promptly. The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs also emphasized the need of stepping up efforts j 
create a lasting ceasefire that lasts beyond Ramadan, ensure aid entry, work on the release of Palestinia” 
detainees in Israeli jails, and prevent Palestinians from being forced to flee their homes. The latest Y0" 
came after Russia and China blocked a US-sponsored resolution on Friday calling for ‘an immediat? 
and sustained ceasefire." 


The United States has denounced the resolution calling for a truce during the holy Muslim fasting month 
of Ramadan and the release of hostages in Gaza. The resolution, while lacking binding clauses, 
regarded international law and should be executed. The United Nations Security Council ape 
authority to impose sanctions and use armed force to maintain or restore international pea 
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wever, if the resolution is not followed, the council is unlikely to take any action against 


scour AMAS. Rights groups argue that the United States! position that the resolution is non-binding 
e difficulties since it reduces countries’ willingness to erate According to Amnesty 
presentative Sherine Tadros, the United Nations Charter clearly states that Security 
Jutions are binding, and the United States' position undermines the entire international 


ad to futur 


j other four Security Council veto powers, France, Russia, China, France, and Britain, agree that the 
iM efan aust be implemented by all, as stated in Article 25 of the Charter. The United Nations General 
deS" ly has punished Russia for breaking the UN Charter by invading Ukraine in February 2022. 
U.N. Ambassador Geng Shuang stressed that council resolutions are binding, whilst 
gritain $ N. penae i o Woodward stated that the resolution must be implemented 
mediately: The Bi en a minis ration s emphasis on Israel and its revenue has resulted in a shift in 
g patterns, including the war ne Gaza and a trend in younger American voters away from Israel. 
his Yea" Rashida Tlaib, a Palestinian-American Congresswoman from Michigan, launched the 
incommitted campaign, urging Democratic voters to vote uncommitted in the Democratic primary to 

rican policy against Israel. This move has forced Democrats to focus on the mounting 


oppose Ame a n : 
h to the administration's backing for Israel's genocide. 
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port beyond Muslim voters, including young voters and 
ely needs to defeat Donald Trump in the November 


general election. African American voters who see Gaza and Israeli prejudice as civil rights violations 
ing Israel for a truce prior to 


The uncommitted campaign had sup 
progressives, whom the Biden administration sor 


could mean the end for the Democrats and Biden. The US began pressuni 
the start of Ramadan, but when this did not occur, their displeasure was evident. The Netanyahu 


administration stated that it will continue the campaign regardless, causing public displeasure on the 
American side. Biden focused on getting supplies to Gaza, while Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 


requested new elections in Israel during his remarks on the Senate floor. 


So far, the Biden administration's outrage has been purely rhetoric, with no policy changes or weaponry 
Shipments halted or reduced. The clamor against Israeli policies is as strong as ever in the United States, 
and it may take more than words to persuade undecided voters to vote in November. The United Nations 
Security Council has endorsed a resolution asking for an immediate cease-fire in the Gaza crisis, which 
fe started a war between Israel and Hamas. Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian representative to the 
i aN Nations, hailed the decision, saying it was long overdue following six months of bloodshed and 
s gus HAMAS, the Palestinian Islamist party that rules Gaza, also hailed the resolution, adding that 
ee to begin an immediate prisoner swap process. The United States abstained from the 
a e Council vote, while the other 14 members voted in favor. The US had previously rejected 
ni rie calling for a ceasefire, but this time it presented its own proposal, which called for a ceasefire 
iis irst time. The resolution recognizes the current negotiations between Israel and HAMAS, and UN 
ary General Antonio Guterres calls for the prompt and unconditional release of all hostages. The 
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Oe ep ee eee eee ee eg ee et eet United States has 

Israel-Palestine escalation Dere | peat of Israe| oe 
mounting death toll in G Ne 

Blockade of the Gaza Strip e anaré igpag ce hy 

The Gaza Strip has been under an Israeli sea and air blockade region. to t 

since 2007. Since 2008, Israel has waged four wars on the 

Palestinian territory, killing thousands of people, mostly civilians. The US stance toward Israel , 

major issue, with the US Sitting «: 


the sidelines in defiance ™ 
international public opinion of 
30,000 civilians are Slaughtere d as 
Gaza. The United States' military te 
financial help have formed nd 
foundation of Israel's nationa] 
insulating it from retribution 
wrongs. The United | 
unwavering political i 
particularly its deliberate advocacy at 
the United Nations, has insulated 
Israel from punishment for it 
wrongs, resulting in more violations 
and more US support. The Us’ 
unwavering support is not just due to 
the efforts of the Israel lobby (AIPAC), 
Lite tres E T but is ingrained in America's political 
E E a vane ane a lee nara a ems system, where its influence iş 
pervasive and deep-rooted. High-profile Israel supporters in the think tank, media, and financial sectors 
have inflated Israel's significance as an ally and its vulnerability in the area. Policy and politics have 
combined to increase American backing for Israel while reducing Washington's leverage, exacerbating 
Israel's intransigence. The Gaza crisis has made no difference to the US attitude, with Joe Biden, often 
regarded as the most pro-Israel president in history, choosing a cautious approach and failing to put 
enough pressure on Israel. Both the United States and Israel are mired in ethically bankrupt policies 
that contradict their respective national interests. The Palestinian future is dependent on policy changes 
in the United States and Israel, and these changes will occur in a changed America and Israel. 


> Guilty - ICJ Still Failing in Preventing Israel from Committing Genocide 


The International Court of Justice (ICJ) has been chastised for failing to prevent Israel from committing 
genocide and providing relief to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. South Africa condemned Israel's 
activities, accusing it of violating Article I of the Genocide Convention and Articles II and III by 
committing genocide. The court agreed with South Africa's viewpoint, despite Israeli experts claiming 
that the case was "flimsy." The court witnessed catastrophic amounts of deaths and destruction, 
including 25,700 Palestinians dead, 63,000 injured, 360,000 homes demolished, and 1.7 million people 
forced to flee their homes. Almost 93% of Gaza's population is extremely hungry. The court agreed that 
there was a plan to kill Palestinians because they are a protected group under Article II of the Genocide 
Convention. On January 26, 2024, the court issued six provisional measures to address the critical 
humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip. These measures pushed Israel and its military tO stop 
murdering and injuring civilians, both physically and mentally. However, Israel was unable to persuade 
the court that it was not violating the Genocide Convention and was just protecting itself from the 
HAMAS attack on October 7. The rising death toll, combined with Israel's other intention to attack Rafah, 
makes it difficult to accept that Israel intends to kill and relocate thousands of Palestinians. South Africa 
is the only country under Article 1 of the Genocide Convention that feels responsible to prevent ae 
The Convention requires all member states to protect and prevent genocide by halting the trade in al A 
or military aid to Israel and prohibiting war politics. The United States is under increased moral al 
political pressure to do what is necessary to end the conflict. 


> Navigating Ceasefire Realities in the Israel-Palestine Conflict 
adan: 


The UN Security Council has adopted Resolution 2728/2024, which confines the ceasefire to sat a 
which is expected to finish around April 10. This resolution is a watershed moment in internation? 


rary world 
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pale ed under the UNSC's general “a 

a which are regulated by the goals 

i“ wai es of the United Nations 


; arte! rather than Chapter VII. The 
< y's advisory judgment on South West 
states that Article 25 of the UN 
r applies to Security Council 
decisions made in line with the Charter. If Article 25 just referred to Security Council decisions about 
enforcement action under Articles 41 and 42 of the Charter, it would be redundant, as this impact is 
guaranteed by Articles 48 and 49 of the Charter. In a news conference following the resolution's 
approval, E10 representatives confirmed that all Security Council resolutions are binding and that every 
Member State 1s requir ed to implement them. However, an examination of the resolution's language 
contradicts this viewpoint. The UN Security Council cannot ‘decide’ on a ceasefire or the resumption of 
hostilities; instead, UNSC resolutions adopt text to carry out the desired outcome. Understanding the 
text of Resolution 2728 demonstrates that it can only be realistically read as imposing enforceable legal 
responsibilities on the parties to the conflict. If Israel continues to conduct its campaign against 
palestine in clear violation of the ICJ's temporary orders and Resolution 2728, the General Assembly 
may suspend or expel it from the UN. While such suspension or expulsion is subject to a 
‘recommendation of the Security Council," it represents additional diplomatic and political isolation for 


Israel and its supporters in the future. 
> Geostrategic Turmoil: Navigating Israel's Invasion & Regional Ramifications 


urdered thousands of innocent Palestinians while disturbing geostrategic 
ent involving numerous countries, spanning land, 


Africa 
Charte 


Israel's invasion on Gaza has m 


continuity. The battle has evolved into a regional ev 
air, cyberspace, and outer space. The consequences of this battle go beyond geographical bounds, 


affecting the Red Sea and the broader Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The Houthis in Yemen, which are part 
of Iran's sphere of influence, have triggered a flashpoint in the Bab el Mandeb Strait to demonstrate 
their defiance, adding three more American theater commands to the list of security risks. They intend 
to increase the cost of war, make way for US forces in Iraq, and demonstrate to the Palestinians that 


Iran's power is a viable choice when Arab countries fail or refuse to care. 


The Red Sea/Bab el Mandeb Strait area is critical for communication between Europe and Asia, with 
over 99% of all internet and financial traffic passing through subsea cables along this route. Analysts 


believe that the Houthis will find it difficult to damage these lines underwater, similar to what happened 
with Nord Stream-2 in Europe. Pakistan has shown moral and diplomatic support for Palestinians in 
Gaza, as well as backing South Africa's appeal before the International Court of Justice. However, what 
the Houthis do in the Red Sea will have a significant impact on Pakistan, causing national inflation and 


Serious economic problems for any newly elected federal administration. 


Only Bahrain has backed the United States’ theater-led naval response to Houthi assault among Arab 
Gulf states. If Saudi Arabia and the UAE are unable to find an other solution, Pakistan may become 
engaged in the scenario. The deployment of American-led military force against assailants on the high 


seas should raise concerns that governments seeking to halt commercial container movement from 
Pakistan via the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) may eventually do so. Pakistan's authorities 
: ‘no that China will resolve it. However, the issue cannot be 


ccording — Baldo p military officer, the United States should reconsider its current strategy of 
“tcefully backing Israel while alienating its regional partners in order to aid Chinese diplomatic efforts. 
o collaborate with countries outside the region, such as the 


Uni stan wants big countries in the region t ge . 
ited States, to find a solution while staying out of it. Pakistan is in a delicate place because the 
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opponent, the Houthis, is linked to 
lran. lt is aware that China has 
developed alternatives to CPEC, = 
including the Five Nations Railway 

Corridor (China-Iran-Afghanistan Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 Buy Books 
Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan), the China- Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All other University 
Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran 
Corridor, and the Middle Corridor 
project, which links the Belt and 
Road Initiative to it. Finally, 
Pakistan believes that Israeli 
attacks would come to an end soon. 
If Saudi Arabia or the UAE join the 
US-led anti-Houthi coalition, 
Pakistan will struggle to remain impartial because it relies on them for monthly funding. To address 
long-term maritime risks, Pakistan may increase overland rail and truck trade through Afghanistan 
The question of security support for Arab donors has not been resolved, and Pakistan s relationship with 
the United States will deteriorate further after passively supporting anti-Houthi actions. 


> The Fiery Act of Compassion: Aaron Bushnell's Sacrifice for Palestine 


Aaron Bushnell, a seasoned US Air Force cyber defense expert, set himself on fire outside the Israel 
Embassy in Washington, D.C., yelling "Free Palestine." His audacious deed resonated throughout th 
world, startling everyone who witnessed it—except, perhaps, the very entity he wished to confront. | 
the midst of persistent Israeli aggression over Palestinian areas, Bushnell's self-immolation is a poignant 
tribute to the sorrow and desperation felt by people who stand in solidarity with the oppressed. Israel's 
relentless onslaught, which includes air attacks, military incursions, and naval bombardments, has 
claimed over 30,000 lives and displaced more than 80% of Gaza's population. However, Bushnell's ac: 
of self-sacrifice is not an unusual instance. It has the haunting resonance of past protests that arose 
out of despair and defiance. Another individual set fire to himself in front of the Israeli Consulate in 
Atlanta in December 2023, a visceral display of strong political opposition indicated by the presence of 
a Palestinian flag on the scene. The sad end of Bushnell's protest demonstrates the extraordinary lengths 
people will go to highlight the condition of the downtrodden. While self-immolation is an uncommon 
form of political protest, historical examples, such as the self-immolation of Buddhist monks during the 
Vietnam War, demonstrate its power as a visceral act of resistance against injustice. Aaron Bushnell’s 
legacy is one of compassion and understanding, a ray of hope among the shadow of conflict. His decision 
to leave his savings to the Palestine Children's Relief Fund in his will is a moving reminder of the 
enduring power of solidarity and the unwavering spirit of individuals who dare to resist oppression. 


» Unraveling Fabric of Truth: Navigating Postmodern Manipulation in Politics 


The threads of truth and deception frequent 
narrative that blurs the distinction between 
emphasis on the "hegemony of consent," has 
public opinion, as evidenced by the curren 
perceptions through cultural and social fr 
is a two-edged sword, providing both em 
also promotes a relativistic perspective 
Gaza, the Israeli government's narrati 
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y mingle in the rich fabric of global politics, creating 4 
reality and organized fiction. Postmodernism, with its 
Proven to be an effective instrument for manipulating 
t conflict in Gaza. The ruling class has power here, molding 
ameworks that serve their interests. However, postmodernis™ 
ancipation and hazard. While it encourages critical thinking, " 
of truth that is easily manipulated to serve vested interests. In 


ve has normalized violence, concealing the terrible deaths o 
innocent children behind a cloak of permission. The power of agreement, especially among the your 


maintains the cycle of harm while protecting governments from accountability. In the age of social media. 
when information flows freely and unregulated, Separating fact from propaganda is critical. State 
controlled media and educational institutions wield power, shaping narratives to promote their interes 
This toxic combination of state instruction and postmodern ideology creates an environment in ae 
violence is not just tolerated but encouraged. However, there is optimism within the chaos of ace 
We may begin to demolish the deception machinery by rejecting state-sponsored narratives and ne a 
discernment when consuming information. A global conversation founded on sensitivity, jusuce it 
shared humanity provides a way forward—a beacon guiding us to a future where truth reigns SUP! 
and compassion trumps political expediency. 
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Iranian President Dr. Ebrahim Raisi's recent visit to Pakistan holds utmost significance in fostering 
mutual cooperation between the two brotherly countries, given the deep historical and cultural ties 
between them. Increasing closeness between both nations is the need of the hour. Both countries share 
strong religious bonds. Furthermore, affiliation with the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has 
played a significant role in bringing both countries closer economically. The visit of the Iranian President 
during the tenure of the present government could be termed extraordinary. His arrival in Islamabad 
was warmly welcomed, resonating with chants of Pak-Iran friendship, which stirred the atmosphere with 
enthusiasm. The public's excitement was palpable, especially upon his arrival in Lahore, where citizens 
were overjoyed. The lively streets of Lahore became vibrant with excitement. He paid homage at the 
mausoleum of Allama Iqbal and laid a floral wreath. The Iranian President also held a meeting with the 
Chief Minister of Punjab. The three-day official visit of the Iranian President has been successful in every 
aspect. Besides meetings with the Prime Minister and President of Pakistan, he also met with the Chief 
of Army Staff, during which important mutual interests were discussed. President Raisi also visited 
Karachi, the industrial and business hub of the country, where he engaged in discussions with 
Pakistan's industrial and business personalities. The government of Sindh arranged a grand reception | 


in honor of the Iranian President, highlighting his prestigious visit. 


> Visit Amid Rising Tensions in the Middle East 


| 
| 
| 
The Iranian President's visit comes at a sensitive time when Palestinians are facing oppression from 
Israel and tensions in the Middle East are at their peak. Last year, on October 7th, after the attack by 
eee Israel targeted Palestinians in Gaza ruthlessly. The attack by Hamas on Israel is termed by | 
tne Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, his cabinet, and military commanders as an attack 
th tg by Iran. Israel has been accusing Iran for some time of targeting its assets through its 
: ve Hezbollah in Lebanon is labelled as Iran's proxy. Iranian leaders present in Syria are being 
“he for Israeli attacks. Israel has threatened several times to strike Iran's nuclear installations. 
er, both sides have refrained from direct attacks on each other. After the attack on the Iranian 
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consulate in Damascus and the subsequent killing of two senior Iranian generals, Iran retaliated w 
drone strike on Israel, causing significant damage. Israel recently targeted an Iranian military facility į 
Istahan, which is close to Iran's nuclear installations. Both sides are threatening each other with attack, 
ln such times, the visit of the Iranian president to Pakistan has given the impression that Iran and 
Pakistan share a strong stance on Palestine. President Ebrahim Raisi, in a joint press conference 
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif, reiterated Pakistan's position on Palestine and sa 
adopted a firm stance for the rights of Palestinians. 


> Pakistan-lIran Trade Relations Amid Political and Economic Pressures 
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Iran and Pakistan have signed memoranda to enhance trade and aim to increase it to ten billion dollars. 
Discussions have also taken place during President Raisi's visit regarding the Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline 
project, which the United States strongly opposes. Pakistan is facing an energy crisis. Pakistan's effort 
is to complete the gas pipeline project and obtain gas at cheaper rates. However, due to American 
opposition, this project has been stalled for some time. It seems that Pakistan, at a time when it has 
been restricted by America's ban on acquiring long-range missile technology, will refrain from further 
displeasing the United States. The gas pipeline project may remain stalled for some time. The latest 
information is that America has threatened trade agreements with Iran. Pakistan also needs a package 
of six to eight billion dollars from the IMF. A billion dollars are also required for the Diamer Bhasha Dam 
from the World Bank. Funds are also required from the World Bank for several other development 
programs. Without American support, it will be difficult for Pakistan to overcome the current financial 


crisis. Pakistan is trapped by these compulsions. However, Pakistan and Iran should move forward > 
increasing trade and cooperation in several other sectors. 


> lran-Saudi Arabia Reconciliation: Opportunities § Challenges 


Tensions between Iran and Saudi Arabia have ended. China 
countries, Otherwise, Pakistan also had reservations abou 
There is great potential to increase trade between Pakist 
annually. Iran and Pakistan continue to accuse each other 
A few months ago, allegations were made by both sides to target terrorist hid “aside each other $ 
territory due to Iranian attacks and Pakistan's retaliatory attacks on si 53 sei cm beanie also bee” 
had during the Iranian president's visit on this issue. Both co ; Sein TED ictions 


l liij untries have a impose rest" 
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> Pakistan's Economic Dilemma: National Interests Amidst Constraints 
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onse to the Iranian President's Visit to Pakistan 


> America's Resp 
America has reacted to Iranian President Ibrahi 


the diplomatic level to convince it of Pakistan's in 


and breadth of Pakistan-Iran relations and the historical perspec 3 
imposed on Iran by America and international institutions regarding Tehran's nuclear program, it was 


Pakistan that became the medium for diplomatic messages between the two countries. According to 
reports, Washington, in response to Pakistan-Iran trade agreements, has advised Pakistan to be aware 
of the possible risks of sanctions. According to the US State Department, Washington Is one of Pakistan's 
largest export markets, and for 20 years, Washington has been a major investor in Pakistan. This 
reaction from Washington has come just three days after an action on April 20, 2024, where restrictions 
were imposed on four companies for their alleged cooperation and provision of equipment for Pakistan's 
ballistic missile program. Among these are three Chinese companies and one from Belarus. According 
to the US State Department, these companies have allegedly provided Pakistan with equipment and 
assistant materials used in the preparation of ballistic missiles, including long-range missiles. 
Previously, in October 2023, restrictions were imposed on three Chinese companies for their alleged 
involvement in providing parts and equipment for Pakistan's ballistic missile program. Pakistan has 
"ected the political use of export control policies and stated that such restrictions have been imposed 
n the past without any evidence, while many favored countries have been exempted from providing 
Significant technology. Pakistan's Foreign Office position should acknowledge that the exchange of ideas 
tween relevant parties is necessary to ensure access to technology for social and economic 
development, When it comes to trade agreements with neighboring Iran, a country with a rich historical 
and cultural heritage, illegal trade and crime increase if legal routes of trade between neighboring 
“Ountries are not available, Islamabad faces several issues, including terrorism, and its endeavor is to 


establish friendly relations with neighbors, including India and Afghanistan. 


m Raisi's visit to Pakistan by contacting Washington at 
dependent needs, while also emphasizing the depth 
pective. When various restrictions were 
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> Status of the Pakistan-Iran Gas Pipeline Project 

Pakistan faces the challenge of energy scarcity, and in meer A a aaie ahr bah ee Pipeline Projer, 
began in March 2013. Iran has completed its work on ine henge a - ong PA an coe but SO far 
this pipeline has only reached Nawabshah in Pais visti ee ae calle ae Within the 
specified period, Pakistan will face significant penalties under a i A aie oor y, there should be 
no objection to fulfilling Pakistan's trade or energy needs suomi ae i j ie fa tan Should No 
only engage with the United States at the highest political and iplomatic eve a but also repeated), 
convey to the White House through friendly countries that projects like the Iran-f akistan Gas Pipelin. 
are of special importance for Pakistan's economy. America should take Pakistan's difficulties ints 
account and assist Pakistan in meeting its energy needs, including increasing trade at the regiona| levej 


> iranian President's Visit to Pakistan and Complex Regional Dynamics 
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| CONFLICT 


| Tensions rise across the region 


A series of recent strikes by several players in the Middle East and beyond has 
heightened concerns about a wider regional spillover of the war in Gaza. 
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The Iranian President's Visit to 
Pakistan and Current Issues In 
the context of global changes, the 
Palestine-Israel conflict, the 
volatile situation in the Middle 
East, and the evolving conditions 
in South Asia, Iranian President 
Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi's visit to 
Pakistan undoubtedly holds 
extraordinary importance. Let's 


analyze the implications and 


| Iran says it struck Israeli spy bases in | 
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TURKEY — 
Pakistan launches 
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complex and interconnected, let's 


acini — n100 days, | RAE. cha A W (- first briefly review the current 
| israel has continued to | AAR ka oe events so that we can have a clear 
| jj is a nan picture of what we intend to 
— bon 3 y discuss. The Israel-Palestine war 
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is in its seventh month, and the 
number of Palestinian Muslim 
martyrs in Gaza has exceeded 
34,000. Many more are wounded. 
The US and UK have launched a series oe ie Ura Shite oe 
-| Of strikes against Yemen's Houthi rebels Western countries continue to 
2 SS errr eer = fully support Israel in this war, 
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| Houthi rebels have attacked 


Iran carries out strikes in 
Pakistan targeting the 
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r two. But a big question arises: 
the agreements and understandings reached between Pakistan and Iran Ding this visit 


implemented? This question is pertinent because the United States has been opposing and continues to 
oppose the Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline project. Now, America's reaction to the Iranian President's visit e 
Pakistan has also been revealed. The U.S. State Department Spokesman said that the United States is 
Pakistan's largest export market and one of its major investors. There is a risk of sanctions on trê e 
agreements with Iran, and those considering trade agreements should be aware of the risks. 
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| Iran & Pakistan Relations 


n Minister to Pakistan 


In the context of rapidly changing global situations, the visits of the Saudi Foreig 
and, immediately after that, the Iranian President's meeting with Pakistani leaders indicate that some 
changes Os rere 7s at the regional level, which can be seen positively and in terms of the future. 
One gt these changes is that the countries in the region axe feeling closer to each other. First and 
foremost, the facilitation by China has reduced tensions between Iran and Saudi T e aad Bote 
countries have started a series of exchanges. The result of these improved relations is that, after almost 

member that there are 11 


a decade, the first group of Iranian pilgrims left for the holy sites of Hijaz. Re 
scheduled flights to bring Iranian pilgrims to Saudi Arabia. After that, news oO 
between lran and Iraq emerged. Relations between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan are 
Minister Shahbaz Sharif's visit to Saudi Arabia in the first week of the past month was followed by a 
visit by Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister, accompanied by Iranian leaders, to Pakistan. This indicates 
that harmony is increasing among the countries of the region, and relations between them are 


ngthening and stabilizing. 


f a reduction in tensions 
already good. Prime 


stre 


> Pakistan and Afghanistan Trade Dynamics: Prospects and Challenges 


he end of last month, it was reported that talks had begun in Kabul between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan to discuss transit trade agreements and promote trade activities. Several agreements have 
been reached in this regard. On the other hand, Pakistan's business community is looking forward to 
improving trade relations with India. According to them, bilateral trade is in the interest of both 
countries. Thus, the effects of countries coming closer to each other in the region are emerging, which 
will benefit both the individual and the collective levels of society. However, the question remains 
whether this ongoing process of promotion will lead to any positive outcomes or not. And the reason for 
this question is whether the powers that be, who do not favor the strengthening of relations between 
Pakistan and Iran, will tolerate the strengthening of stability in the Middle East and South Asia. 
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gs and Regional Cooperation 


It wouldn’t be said that we should ignore American warnings and just move forward, but it's necessary 
and possible to find a middle ground. Those advocating for sanctions by certain powers should be asked: 
ive? If regional countries do not agree on regional harmony, what 


If not Iran, then what is the alternat 
ks? The destiny of the nations of this region should not be just 


> American Warnin 


is the solution to economic setbac 
deprivation and poverty. Can there ever be an interpretation of those dreams whose purpose is to 


economically strengthen and stabilize the countries and their people in this region? This is a very big 
question that all the countries in this region must consider together. The implementation of agreed- 
upon treaties should not pose a problem for maintaining better relations with Iran. 


> Pakistan-lran Relations: Expanding Trade Horizons 


expressed their determination to expand this trade volume to up to ten 


At present, both countries have | 
billion dollars. Along this lengthy border strip, there are numerous locations where thousands of liters 
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gas pipelines between both cou 


of smuggled gasoline are brought into Pakistan daily. By laying i Pakistan f tries 

l , T i Anf a vin as. Now, Pakistan fac | =S 

over a long period of time, Iran has completed the task of supplying Ba di pe be i : M JADER the SWorg 
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of penalties. To avoid this, it should complete the pending WOrK ITIMCCIAICLY. Ansan Can obtain Dae 


from Iran at cheaper rates by completing the gas pipeline project. It is necessary to establish commerci,, 
centers at important locations on the Pakistan-Iran border to enhance mutual relations and trade 
relations between both countries. Due to CPEC, the benefit of such trade points can be doubleq. 
Moreover, being neighboring countries, we can save billions of rupees in pare hale aaa expenses py 
obtaining lranian oil and gas and expending it through the other parts of Pakistan. If the RCD Highwa, 
project is revived, annual trade worth billions of dollars can be facilitated through road and rail. This 
could mark the beginning of a new era of progress and prosperity 1n the region. China also desire, to 
extend CPEC to Afghanistan, Iran, and Turkey, which could open the doors to industrial and commercig) 
activities in Pakistan. Although there are many obstacles to doing all this, including conflicts between 
America and Iran, which could affect Pakistan-Iran trade relations, America, along with its allied 
countries, is maneuvering against Russia and China. America, while keeping he close eye on Pakistan. 
Iran relations, will find it difficult to take arbitrary actions due to the friendship and harmony between 


Russia and China. 


> Fostering Regional Prosperity: Leveraging Relations for Economic Growth 


At present, Russia, China, and 
/ Iran are the countries in the 
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; ; own policies. Both sides of the 
other University Books Pakistan-Iran border are 
inhabited by Baloch tribes, 
which have been connected by 
mutual relations for centuries. 
In Pakistan, this area is called 
Balochistan, and in Iran, it is 
called Sistan. If, in addition to 
Taftan, border markets are 
established at other entry points 
such as Rigg, Koh-e-Malik Siah, 
and the coastal area of Gwadar. 
which are closer to the Iranian 


Ch i na-Pa kista n- i ra n maritime border than Gwadar, 


smuggling can be controlled, 


A Triangle of Cooperation and legal trade worth billions of 


dollars can be made possible. 
This worries our enemies, and they are using terrorists to disrupt the situation. The borders between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan are not yet secure. In this backdrop, Iran is such a country that provides us 
with a great deal of strategic depth. Now that Pakistan has decided to revisit its foreign policy, it 1s 
necessary to take action on Iranian matters, keeping in mind the greater national interest, because in 
foreign relations, neither an enemy nor a friend gains permanent status. In these relations, only the 
national interest holds permanent value. We also have to remember that we want to make Gwadar and 
the associated areas of Pakistan the focal point of Pakistan's economic hub in the future. For this, We 
need Iran's cooperation and a secure border. Iran also wants the development of Sistan-Balochistan an 
Pakistan's Balochistan. This point is not only about adhering to the principles of mutual diplomacy but 
also about the long-term economic development and prosperity of both countries. Gwadar will becom® 
Pakistan's focal point, which will benefit Pakistan and especially Balochistan. The current government 
has decided to start One Window Operation for foreign investors. Our biggest Heen is that there has 
been no increase in our exports in the past, and attention has not been paid to increasing exports. when 
exports do not increase, pressure on the rupee increases, leading to problems in the current accoun! 
deficit. For this, it is necessary to attract investors to special economic zones and locations like the North 
Free Zones for investment so that the country's revenue increases and microeconomic imbalances ar€ 
eliminated. Many Iranian products are cheaper than Pakistani products. Pakistan benefits in every way 
from the Pakistan-Iran trade. Cheap oil and gas from Iran will reduce inflation in Pakistan. 
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A Story of Confusions, Slip-Ups & Rhetoric 


Demystifying tran-tsrael Conflict 
Chienelegical Analysis of the Rivabuy 
iran an mo four distinct phases. Miia Wan-Israel Confrontation 


delineated into four distinct phases. Initially 
Damascus: 
site of April 1 Israeli 
strike 


marked by ambivalence from 1947 to 1953 
it transitioned into a friendly period during 
the reign of the Pahlavi dynasty from 1953 
to 1979. Following the Iranian Revolution in 
1979, relations deteriorated sharply until 
1990. Since the conclusion of the Gulf War 
in 1991, a period of overt hostility has 
persisted. In 1947, Iran joined 12 other 
nations in opposing the United Nations | 
Partition Plan for the British Mandate of fae EGYPT 
Palestine. Subsequently, Iran voted against Pa 
Israel's admission to the United Nations in 
1949. Notably, Iran was the second Muslim- 
majority nation, after Turkey, to recognize 
Israel's sovereignty. The pivotal moment FORS 
came with the 1953 coup d'état, which @ ithe attack 

restored Mohammad Reza Pahlavi as Iran's 
pro-Western leader, catalysing a significant improveme 
However, the landscape shifted dramatically after th 
diplomatic and commercial ties with Israel. The early 1990s marked a turning point, characterized by 
escalating tensions fuelled by geopolitical shifts and inflammatory rhetoric. Factors contributing to this 
escalation include Iran's nuclear ambitions, support for Islamist groups, and alleged involvement in 
terrorist activities, countered by Israel's backing of militant factions and covert operations within Iran. 
The Iran-Israel proxy conflict, ongoing since 1985, has profoundly shaped Middle Eastern geopolitics. 
Direct military confrontations, support for opposing factions in regional conflicts, cyber-attacks, and 


scloiace have al been tactics employed, underscoring the complexity and enduring nature of this 
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conflict 
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In 1982, Iran’s Revolutionary Guards founded Hezbollah to combat Israeli forces following vasion 
of Lebanon that year. Widely regarded as a significant political force, Hezbollah holds sway surpassing 


that of the Lebanese government. Since early October last year, there has been a significant escalation 
nce the full-scale conflict in 2006 — between Hezbollah and Israeli 


in hostilities — the most severe si i l P ee i 
forces along the Lebanese Israeli border. Hezbollah claims its objective is to stretch thin the Israeli 
military. According to Israeli security sources, since October 7, 2023, Israel has eliminated 
approximately 240 Hezbollah fighters, including high-ranking commanders, within Lebanon, with an 
additional 30 casualties resulting from Israeli strikes in Syria. 


> tran-israel Conflict and the Syrian Civil War 


rian civil war, the Iran-Israel conflict unfolds as a tense standoff playing 
borders. Beginning with Iran's increased involvement in Syria from 2011 
onwards, what initially manifested as a proxy war gradually escalated into direct confrontation by early 
2018. Over the span of several years, between 2013 and 2017, Israel reportedly conducted or supported 
attacks targeting Hezbollah and Iranian entities within Syrian territory or Lebanon. Notable among these 


nt in bilateral relations. 


e Islamic Revolution, leading Iran to sever all 


Amidst the backdrop of the Sy 
out within and around Syrian 
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Incidents was the reported airstrike on a Syrian convoy trans} g pons to Hezbolla 
On 
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While some reports of Israeli Air Force incidents were confirmed by Syria in May 2013, December 2014, 
and April 2015, others were denied. Israel refrained from addressing alleged strikes on Hezbollah and 
Syrian Ba'athist targets within Syrian borders. Retaliation ensued in 2015 when suspected Hezbollah 
militants attacked Israeli forces in Shebaa farms. In March 2017, Syria launched anti-aircraft missiles 
towards Israeli-controlled parts of the Golan Heights, claiming to target Israeli aircraft heading for 
Palmyra, Syria. In December 2017, the Israeli Air Force acknowledged over 100 attacks in Syria over six 
years, all aimed at arms convoys of Hezbollah and the Ba'athists. The intensity heightened as the Israeli 
Air Force disclosed conducting over 200 airstrikes on Iranian targets in 2017-2018 alone by September 
2018. Following the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war in 2023 and 2024, Israeli strikes in Syria surged 
in both frequency and intensity. Reports suggested Israel ceased providing advanced warnings, adopting 
a "bombing to kill" approach. 


> iran-israel Proxy and Yemen 


When the civil conflict broke out in late 2014, the Houthi movement grabbed control of much of Yemen, 
including Sanaa. Saudi Arabia, the region's dominant Sunni Muslim state, was concerned about Shia 
Iran's growing influence along its border and participated in the conflict in March 2015 to protect the 
deposed, Saudi-backed administration. In September, Saudi Arabia welcomed Houthi negotiators 1" 
Riyadh, indicating a desire to support peace talks and end the Yemen war. On October 31, 2023, Be 
Houthis fired drones and missiles against Israel, and by November, they had extended to assaultins 
[sraeli-owned or Israel-bound ships in the southern Red Sea. In January, the UK and US commenced 
airstrikes against Houthi targets in Yemen. Although Iran denies involvement the US claims [ran $ 
Revolutionary Guards have helped plan and carry out the Houthi missile and drone assaults. M 
January, an Iranian insider informed Reuters that the Revolutionary Guards provided advance 
weaponry training to the Houthis. "A group of Houthi fighters were in Iran last month and were trains 
in an IRGC base in central Iran to become familiar with new technology and missile use,” they said, 
ading thet amia Gone no also traveled to Yemen to establish a command center in the 
capital Sanaa for the Red Sea attacks. 


> Recent Tensions: Israel-iran Conflict Unfolded 


r R secret c ioi TAr sane ore 
[Israel and Iran have been in a secret conflict for many years, and recently things have gotten even m 
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Gaza war started after an attack on Israel 
by the Hamas on October 7: Hamas 


9 
IRANIAN REGIME S surprised Israel with an attack called 
‘arg ' Sz : h 
AT TACK ON ISRAEL T aide p s ae oe eae 


bombing Gaza, saying they wanted to 
APRIL I3TH-APRIL 14TH, 2024 beat Hamas but mostly hurting civilians. 
More than 33,000 people, mostly women 
and children, have died in Gaza since 
then. Iran said it didn't know about the 
E Sos PMS FPSC PPSC & All Hamas attack beforehand or help with it, 

but Israel always blames Iran for 
supporting Hamas. Hamas is part of a 
group Iran leads, along with Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, Houthi rebels in Yemen, the 
Syrian government, and groups in Iraq. 
Israel has had trouble with lots of these 


170+ 120+ groups during the Gaza war. Hezbollah in 


ATTACK DRONES Ẹ BALLISTIC MISSILES | CRUISE MISSILES || INTERCEPTED BY Lebanon and Israel were fighting for days 
AIR DEFENSES when Iran's Foreign Minister told TV that 


leaders like them wouldn't let Israel 
attack Gaza and then other places without a fight. He said they might take action soon. Iran's top leader, 
Ayatollah Khamenei, criticized Israel for attacking Gaza and warned of a response if it kept going. 
Yemen's Houthi group, who Iran supports, took control of a ship in the Red Sea in response to what 
they called terrible things happening to Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. There was a cyber 
attack that stopped almost all of Iran's fuel stations from working. Iran said a group linked to Israel was 
behind it. An Israeli airstrike near Damascus in Syria killed a top commander who was helping Iran and 
Syria work together militarily. The Iranian military shot missiles at what they said was an Israeli spy 
outpost in Iraq and also targeted ISIS in Syria, saying they were defending themselves. Israel killed five 
Iranian advisors in Syria, according to Iran's military, and attacked Iran's consulate in Syria's capital, 
Damascus. Iran blamed Israel for blowing up one of its important gas pipelines twice, causing big 
problems in many areas. In a suspected Israeli attack, Iran's consulate in Syria's Damascus was 
destroyed, killing 13 people. Iran's military seized a ship near the Strait of Hormuz, saying it was 
connected to Israel. In a big move, Iran attacked Israel with hundreds of drones and missiles in what 
they called Operation True Promise. It was the first time Iran directly attacked Israel from its own soil. 
Israel, with help from the US, UK, France, and Jordan, managed to stop most of the missiles. Some 
people got hurt, including a little girl who was badly hurt by missile pieces. Israel had said to respond 
following an attack on April 13, 2024 marking the first direct assault on Israel by Iran. Despite causing 
no casualties due to Israel and its allies intercepting numerous missiles and drones, Tehran had initiated 
these strikes in retaliation for an alleged Israeli airstrike on April 1, 2024. This earlier strike had targeted 
a building within Iran's embassy compound in Damascus, resulting in the deaths of several Iranian 
officers, including a prominent general. On April 19, 2024, that Israel conducted a retaliatory strike 
against Iran. The extent of the damage caused by the strike remained unclear, but the official, speaking 
anonymously to address delicate military affairs, emphasized that the action aimed to underscore 


Israel's capability to target locations within Iran. 


> AComparison of Iran, Israel military might 


In comparison to Israel's military budget of $24.4 billion, Iran allocates only $10 billion toward advanced 
weaponry and superior force. Several Western media outlets argue that Israel possesses 612 aircraft 
compared to Iran's 551 and 146 helicopters versus Iran's 129 (with only 13 attack helicopters, 
contrasting with Israel's 48). They assert Israel's strategic nuclear triad — the capacity to launch nuclear 
Strikes from land, air, and sea — provides it with a formidable deterrent unmatched by Iran. Conversely, 
Iran asserts numerical superiority in tanks, rockets, and towed artillery. According to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), Israel is estimated to possess around 80 nuclear 
Weapons, with approximately 30 being gravity bombs deliverable by aircraft and the remaining 50 
deployable via Jericho II medium-range ballistic missiles, believed to be stationed with mobile launchers 


M Caves at a military base east of Jerusalem. 
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According to a story broadcast on Al- 
Jazeera Television on October 11, 
2023, military service is mandatory 
for Israeli citizens above the age of 18, 
with men serving for 32 months and 
women serving for 24. Israel receives 
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| ISRAEL'S WAR ON GAZA 7 
Iran launches drones, missiles at Israel | 


| Israel says nearty all incoming drones and missiles - numbering more than 300 - from iran, | 
| Iraq and Yemen have been intercepted. Iran says the attack is in response to an Israeli Strike| 
| on its consulate in Syria on April 1 and that the matter can now “be deemed concluded” 
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about $3.8 billion in military funding ! 


from the United States each year, 
bolstering its position as one of the 
world's most powerful military forces, 


Israeli attack on Iranian 


backed by a massive military 
z she consulate in Damascus 
infrastructure. Citing the kills 12 people, including 


International Institute for Strategic 
Studies' (IISS) Military Balance 2023 
report, the Doha-based media outlet 
adds that Israel has 169,500 active 


EAA Objects are seen in the sky above Jerusalem [Ronen Zvulun/Reuters] 
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military personnel across the army, URAC | IRAN | x | 
navy, and paramilitary branches, a roe | 
supplemented by 465,000 reservists 3 = he gl 
and 8,000 paramilitaries. Its land y N 
forces include 2200+ tanks and 530 | ~ : I 
artillery units. Airpower consists of I| AÍ meusimmayani aan (ronifaeeastibccechtaid | 
339 combat-capable aircraft, | | | Jets shoot down iranian drones cruise missiles and about TO; | 
comprising 309 fighter-ground attack I aaa S e a ee)! 
jets (196 F-16s, 83 F-15s, and 30 F- | RSet S| 


35s) and 142 helicopters (43 Apache assault helicopters). The naval force consists of five submarines 
and 49 patrol and coastal combat vessels. Israel's military expenditures in 2022 totaled $23.4 billion, 
or $2,535 per capita from 2018 to 2022, making it the world's second-largest military spender per capita 
behind Qatar. During the same time period, Israel imported weapons worth $2.7 billion from only the 
United States and Germany. In contrast, Iran's military budget in 2022 was $6.8 billion. According to 
the London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies and other renowned Western research 
tanks, Iran's military forces have the most active troops in the Middle East. 


Iran's military consists of roughly 587,000 active-duty members, 200,000 reservists, and trained 
personnel ready for mobilization, for a total of approximately 787,000 personnel. According to a recent 
New York Times story, Iran's military forces are among the largest in the Middle East, with over 580,000 
active-duty members and over 200,000 reserve personnel, comprising both the conventional army and 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. According to the New York Times, Iran has one of the region's 
largest arsenals of ballistic missiles and drones, including cruise missiles, anti-ship missiles, and 
ballistic missiles with ranges of over 2,000 kilometers that can target any location in the Middle East, 
including Israel. The New York Times also emphasizes Iran's recent acquisition of drones with ranges of 
1,200 to 1,550 miles and the ability to fly at low altitudes to avoid radar detection. While Iran's military 
is considered strong in terms of equipment, cohesion, experience, and personnel quality, it lags behind 
the United States, Israel, and a few European countries in terms of power and sophistication. 
Furthermore, in a January 18, 2024 report, NDTV of India acknowledges Iran's significant military 
prowess, including the Islamic Republic of Iran Army, the Islamic Republic of Iran Air Force (IRIAF), and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Navy, with the latter maintaining a diverse fleet of 67 units, including 
frigates, corvettes, and submarines. 


> Israel's Multi-Front Challenges: Regional Threats 


Israel finds itself in a precarious geopolitical situation, facing threats from multiple fronts. It is currently 
engaged in conflicts with Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah along the Lebanon border, and directly with Iran 
itself. The threat posed by Hezbollah is particularly concerning due to the group's substantial arsenal of 
missiles capable of inflicting significant damage on Israeli cities. A full-scale involvement by Hezbollah 
in support of Iran would undoubtedly provoke a robust Israeli response, potentially reigniting conflict 
in Lebanon. Recent events have shattered previous assumptions that Iran would refrain from ope? 
attacks on Israel, and vice versa. The ongoing tensions between the two nations suggest a prolonged 
period of competition and conflict. Despite pressure to exercise restraint, Israel views itself as engage 
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Israel-lran military strength 
shadow warfare between Israel and Iran increasingly threate 
over into open conflict. Iran avoids atate-on-siate hostility ‘isto i 
pursuing asymmetrical warfare through proxy armies 
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169,500 BARK 587,000* 
Ground forces 126,000 bal round forces 150,000 
Air forces 34,000 Air forces 37,000 
Navy 9,500 Main battle tanks Navy 18,000 
2,200 J 
Armoured 4,070 
vehicles 7,000 Armoured vehicles 8,500 


Combat 
aircraft 


Including 50 F-35s J 
Warships 
67 101 
including including 
5 submarines 19 submarines 
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{£ tH | "includes Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps: Upward of 190,000 

troops plus Basij paramilitaries. Proxy armies include Hamas and 


Palestinian Islamic Jihad in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon and Shia 
militaries in Iraq amounting to estimated 200,000 fighters 


Sources: International institute for Strategic Studies, SIPRI 
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in an existential struggle with Iran. 
This perception has historically led 
to unilateral action by Israel, even 
against the advice of its allies. 
Iran's retaliatory actions against 
Israel signal a shift in its approach, 
indicating that attacks on Israeli 
targets will no longer go 
unanswered. While the recent 
events may set the stage for a 
prolonged cycle of escalation in the 
region, Israel's ability to evade 
Iran's air defenses may reaffirm its 
strategic advantage. There are 
concerns among experts that these 
direct exchanges with Israel could 
prompt Iran to accelerate its 
pursuit of nuclear weapons, posing 
a significant threat to regional and 
international stability. 


> tran-israel Conflict: 
Escalation, Consequences, 
and Calls for Restraint 


The shadow conflict between Iran 
and Israel has significantly 
escalated, with Tel Aviv targeting 
Tehran's assets, especially in 
Syria, over the past decade amidst 
the chaos of civil war. Additionally, 
numerous Iranian scientists, 
particularly those involved in the 
nuclear program, have been 
assassinated within Iran in actions 
widely attributed to Israel. Despite 
Iran's reputation for strategic 
patience, the April 1 Israeli strike 
on an Iranian diplomatic facility in 
Damascus, resulting in the deaths 
of senior Iranian generals, crossed 
a red line. Pressure mounted 


internally in Iran to respond to this perceived Israeli aggression, prompting Tehran to retaliate on April 
13 with an assault on Israel. While the attack lacked significant destructive impact, it delivered a 
Substantial strategic and PR victory for Iran. The recent suspected Israeli strikes on Iranian facilities in 
Isfahan mark the latest development in this dangerous conflict. Although Tel Aviv has not officially 


acknowledged the Isfahan incident, some Israeli politicians have 


media, citing sources, and attribute them to Israel. Ir 
event, with key installations in the area seem 
global capitals, recognizing that a wider war serves no 
Israel. True de-escalation necessitates 
perpetuating a rogue nation image that threatens re 


lauded the attacks, while American 
an, meanwhile, appears to be downplaying the 
ingly unaffected. Calls for de-escalation resonate from 
one's interests except, perhaps, extremists within 
Israel's adherence to normal state behavior, rather than 
gional stability and Palestinian well-being. UN 


Secretary-General warns of the catastrophic consequences of miscalculation, emphasizing the delicate 


ba : 
lance in the region. However, some sugges 
an as a convenient distraction from domest 


E 


t that Netanyahu's government may view a conflict with 
ic and international criticism of its Gaza policies. A potential 
Confrontation between the Israeli-Western coalition and Iran and its allies risks triggering a Middle 
astern explosion, disrupting global trade and inflating oil prices. To prevent such a scenario, 


Washington, London, and Brussels must address Israel's destabilizing actions effectively. 
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> Precarious Geopolitical Landscape: Jordan's Balancing Act 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is sandwiched between two regional powers and co 
social, political, and economic ramifications if regional tensions continue to rise. Any r 
like as increased hostility between Iran and Israel or an Israeli incursion into Ra 
destabilizing domestic consequences. 


uld face Serious 
fah, might have 


"Any imminent Iranian-Israeli conflict will place Jordan in a delicate situation" 
stated Sean Yom, a specialist on Jordan at Temple University and author of "From 
Resilience to Revolution," in an interview with Al Jazeera. "Publicly, Jordan must 
remain neutral and refrain from aligning with any party involved." 


Jordan has called for a cease-fire in Israel's Gaza conflict and has made public its attempts to give help 
in the beleaguered area. However, these efforts have not appeased demonstrators who have gathered 
outside the US and Israeli embassies, demanding an end to relations with Israel and the US. Since 
October 7, Jordanian protests have fluctuated as Israel's campaign in Gaza claimed the lives of Over 
34,000 Palestinians. Analysts observe that the Jordanian monarchy has attempted to persuade the 
United States and Israel to arrange a truce and enhance aid to Gaza, but these efforts have yielded little 
benefits. A recent event has increased emotions. On Saturday night, April 13, the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force intercepted and shot down several Iranian drones traveling over Jordanian territory on their way 
to Israel. Ayman Safadi, Jordan's Foreign Minister, stated that this measure was taken to defend 
Jordan's national borders. The event sparked resentment in Iran, with threats addressed toward J ordan, 


but tensions cooled following diplomatic contacts. Iran's Foreign Ministry later described Jordan as a 
diplomatic partner and a regular state with normal relations. 


In fact, this incident has the potential to improve Jordan's relations with Iran. The two countries have 
previously discussed normalization, and this incident may speed up those discussions. Despite efforts 
to maintain regional stability, Jordan's policy preferences have frequently been challenged by its allies, 
particularly the United States. This has frustrated the Jordanian administration, which sees insufficient 
attempts to secure a truce, avert regional escalation, and offer relief to Palestinians in Gaza. 


> Israel-iran Escalation and Its Economic implications 


The Middle Eastern region, crucial for ener 
Israel's offensive in Gaza commenced aft 
Gaza has resulted in significant casualt 
humanitarian conditions and the threat 


gy supply and shipping routes, has been under scrutiny since 
er an attack by Hamas on October 7, 2023. Israel's siege of 
ies and devastation, with the United Nations reporting dire 
of famine. While immediate fears of a full-scale war between 
Israel and Iran appear to be receding, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has warned of a 
precarious situation in the Middle East. The ongoing Gaza conflict and tensions between Iran and Israel 
raise the spectre of a broader regional conflict. Amidst these concerns, countries are considering 
measures to mitigate the potential economic fallout. An escalation could disrupt oil supplies and lead to 
significant price hikes, impacting inflation and trade dynamics. Economic analysts emphasize the need 
for prudent economic management in light of increased uncertainty. 


The potential for conflict in the Middle East poses challenges for Pakistan's economy, already grappling 
with inflation and macroeconomic imbalances. An escalation could further strain growth prospects and 
debt sustainability, with implications for international trade and inflation dynamics. The ongoing conflict 
exacerbates an already challenging economic environment, with implications for regional stability and 
global commodity markets. Uncertainty surrounding the situation prompts caution among investors, 
potentially affecting investment plans in affected countries like Pakistan. 


> Israel-iran Tensions and the Specter of Regional War 


This direct military confrontation represents a significant shift in the covert conflict between Israel and 
Iran. Both countries have crossed red lines, with Iran demonstrating its capability to strike Isr 
from its own soil. The international community has called for restraint, recognizing the potential for 
catastrophic consequences if the conflict escalates further. The risk of miscalculation remains high, 
posing a grave threat to regional stability. The ongoing crisis in Gaza further complicates the situation, 
with Israel's prolonged military campaign exacerbating tensions in the region. International efforts to 
broker a ceasefire have stalled, raising concerns about the humanitarian situation and the potential for 
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further escalation. To prevent the crisis from spiraling into a regional conflict, major powers rE 
_atervene to pressure Israel to end its military campaign in Gaza. Failure to do so could have dl 
inte . 


„sequences for the entire region. 
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> The GCC's Diplomatic Balancing Act in the Middle East 


amidst the evolving landscape of the Middle East, the six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
GCC) find themselves navigating treacherous waters, striving to avoid entanglement in the agi a 
aflict dynamics that pose significant threats to their national security and economic stability. Wit 
< exception of Bahrain, all GCC nations condemned the Israeli strike on Iran's diplomatic facility in 
aa on April 1st; though Kuwait was the sole member to explicitly name Israel. The United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia likely pursued a delicate balancing act to avoid appearing aligned with ae 
-an-led "axis of resistance." Following Tehran's bold retaliation twelve days later, GCC states expresse 
i cern and urged de-escalation, albeit refraining from outright condemnation of Iran. Saudi Arabia 
saintly refuted reports suggesting its involvement in intercepting Iranian drones and missiles targeting 
adl As tensions mount, the interests of the UAE and Saudi Arabia diverge from alignment with gaon 
Iran or Israel. Abu Dhabi, having restored full diplomatic relations with Iran merely two erie = 
normalizing ties with Israel in 2020, aims to maintain a relatively neutral stance in the Mid : a : 
embracing a multifaceted or even non-aligned approach to geopolitics. Similarly, Saudi a beter ted a 
reserved response on the global stage, evident in its subdued reaction to Russia's invasion 0 r oi 
in 2022. Both nations prioritize their roles as trade and commercial hubs connecting diverse i 
worldwide, envisioning a post-oil future. Their focus lies on achieving economic pic aep dio g 
term prosperity while maintaining stability within their borders and throughout the broader region. 
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> Economic Imperatives & Strategic Calculations of Gulf States 


Mira al-Hussein, a sociologist from the UAE and a research fellow at the University of Edinburgh’s 
Alwaleed Centre i emphasizes the UAE and Saudi Arabia's keen focus on economic siae none attracting 
foreign merent Hussein said, “While some level of regional instability has brought igl sae er 
individuals and skilled workers to the region, excessive instability could Liens these gains". Sheikh 
Nawaf Bin Mubarak Al-Thani, a security expert and former Qatar defense attache to the US, Canada, 
and Mexico, expressed concerns over the possibility of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries being 
drawn into another prolonged conflict without significant benefits. He emphasized the risk of GCC 


nations bearing the brunt of such conflicts with minimal returns. 


Many commentators in the Gulf and Jordan suggest that Iran's April 13 attack was primarily theatrical, 
Serving to bolster both Iranian and Israeli narratives. From this perspective, Iran's actions did not 
contribute to advancing ceasefire efforts in Gaza or progressing Palestinian statehood, while also posing 
Significant regional security risks. The impact of recent hostilities on the emerging rapprochement 
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between Riyadh and Tehran remains a crucial question. The lettin elie Se Arabia’ . 
to restore diplomatic relations with Iran last year persist, as do os a uel tions ab - i 
Side. Riyadh's restrained response to escalating tensions penwan > _ ar PE with its efiop. 
to distance itself from the US-UK airstrikes on Houthi targets 1n e dót its comma et 
preserving the detente with Tehran and preventing its derailment. 


5 Regional Tensions: Saudi Arabia's Concerns and the Role of israel 


However, despite recent developments. 
Arabia maintains a deep-seated suspicion is i 
and its array of Tehran-aligned Arab iiien, 
actors, many of which have a history of Dres 
toward the kingdom. Riyadh's policymakers i iy 
particularly concerned about the potentia] action, , 


— of various Iran-backed groups within the "ay; 
Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 resistance’ if regional tensions escalate. and hon 
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other University Books geopolitical interests of Gulf Cooperation Council 

= X z (GCC) members. These uncertainties pose 4 
significant challenge to the stability of the Saudi- 
Iranian detente amid rising regional tensions. The 
h future actions of Israel will play a pivotal role in 


Siop 


Sa 


shaping the situation. According to Al-Thani, if 
Israel exercises restraint—whether through limited 
BEEE military operations or operations with minimal 
È J casualties—then the Saudi-Iranian relationship 
may remain largely unchanged. However, the 
unpredictable nature of the current situation means 
E that events could escalate rapidly. It is crucial to 
recognize that Iran's recent actions, including the firing of drones and missiles at Israel, serve multiple 
purposes beyond mere deterrence. Tehran aims to demonstrate the capabilities of Iranian weaponry to 
its neighbours while highlighting the extent of US commitment to Israel's security, surpassing that 
offered to its allies in the Arabian Peninsula. Gulf states comprehend the one-sided nature of their 
relationship with Israel and the limited influence they have in de-escalating conflicts involving Tel Aviv. 
Consequently, Gulf Arab states find themselves compelled to manage their individual relationships with 
Iran while also addressing domestic expectations and rising discontent. Given these complex dynamics, 
officials in GCC states are deeply apprehensive about future developments. While all parties involved— 
including the Gulf states, Iran, and the Biden administration—prefer to avoid further escalation. 
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iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline 
& Diplomatic Crossroads 


Unravelling the Distortions 
A significant milestone in the pursuit 
of economic connectivity between 


Pakistan and Iran was marked on 


oceaner roar March 13, 2024, when tne eaan of 


Buy Books Onlin | 
FUS i PMS FPSC PPSC & All | construction on a 49-mile (80- 
i kilometer) section of the Iran- 
Pakistan gas pipeline, colloquially 
referred to as the 'Peace Pipeline, 
through its borders. At the time of 
India's withdrawal in 2008, the Iran- 
Pakistan-India (IPI) pipeline, which 
was initially proposed in 1994, 
underwent a transformation into a 
bilateral partnership between 
Pakistan and Iran. As escalating US. 
sanctions against Iran occurred 
concurrently with India's 2008 ratification of a civil nuclear agreement with the U.S., India was 
influenced to withdraw from the project. India formally ceased its involvement in the project the 
subsequent year, citing apprehensions regarding pricing and security. Ankara hosted an IP project 
agreement between Pakistan and Iran in March 2010. A substantial monetary penalty was imposed for 
failure to complete the pipeline segment for each country by 2014, as stipulated in the agreement. The 
Ministry of Finance in Pakistan expressed apprehensions regarding funding as early as March 2012. 
Cooperation with Russia, Iran, or China was among the alternatives. However, in March 2013, official 


pipeline construction began after Pakistan ratified the agreement in January 2013. 


> Pipeline Route and Collaboration Agreement 


Commencing from the Pars energy economic zone and extending to Iranshahr and Bushehr via Fars, 
Kerman, Hormozghan, and Sistan-Balochistan, the Iranian segment spans a distance of 1,100 
kilometers. The Pakistani section, on the other hand, spans approximately 780 kilometers from the 
frontier to Nawabshah, with 665 kilometers traversing Balochistan and 115 kilometers traversing Sindh. 
A new agreement for the pipeline’s construction was established in September 2019 between the 
National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) and Pakistan's Inter State Gas Systems (ISGS). The objective of 
this agreement was to develop a pragmatic resolution for the completion of the project, which is projected 
to cost around $158 million. The IP pipeline, which extends from the Iranian frontier to the port area of 
Gwadar in the southwestern Balochistan province of Pakistan, has been impeded in its progression by 
Islamabad as a result of financial constraints caused by U.S. sanctions against Iran. It is anticipated 
that Pakistan will meet all of its financial obligations by the year 2024. It is noteworthy to mention that 
Iran purportedly allocated $2.0 billion towards the pipeline initiative situated on its frontier. 


> Diplomatic Assertiveness and Administrative Facilitation 


Notwithstanding concerns expressed by the United States regarding possible contraventions of sanctions 
levied against Iran, a spokesperson for the Pakistan Foreign Ministry, Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, declared 
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on March 7, 2024 that the Iran Pakistan 
Pipeline — project is advancing "in 
accordance with our dedication to this 
endeavour." Additionally, she 
underscored that Pakistan does not find 
any reason to oppose external objections á 

given that the construction operations Aghazetaleem.com E 

are limited to Pakistani soil. Beforchand, UY BOOKS Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All | 
on February 23, 2024, the Cabinet (Gidget UMVyeteygetere) 

Committee on Energy of Pakistan beg a 
authorized the commencement of y 
Sonstruction on the IP pipeline project i 
through its approval. The logistical 
Support for this undertaking will be 
provided by the Gas Infrastructure : 
Development Cess (GIDC), an initiative of the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIF C) 
the project is under the supervision of SIFC, it is well-positioned to effectively overcome bh i 
obstacles, which will facilitate its advancement. ii 


> Extension, Legal Strategy, and Regional Dynamics 
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involves replicating the effective 


beginning construction of a shorter "pipe" from the Pakistan-Ir 


domestic demand. 


> Energy Security and Socioeconomic Development 


i n gas. Additi 
substitute gas supply and strengthens Pakistan's stones nem 
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imports. Furthermore, employment generation is anticipated t 
fostering socioeconomic progress in these localities. ° 


> Economic Opportunities and Environmental Sustai 


The undertaking affords Iran an opportunit 
productive utilization of its extensive natural] 8as reserves. In th eed 
. a s e ; p ics, 
it could also strengthen bilateral political ties and expedite St sige i shifting rep cme eee 
Agreement (FTA) that the two nations have been discussing. a ie ercennapee ae of a preie 
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in power generation and industry. The IP Gas pipeline presents a highly favourable and feasible 
alternative for Pakistan when analysed from an economic and commercial perspective. Pakistan ought 
to Conuüunue pursing the IP gas pipeline due to its cost-effectiveness and ample economic advantages, 
including the fulfilment of energy requirements and the facilitation of economic recuperation. Pakistan 
must prioritize domestic energy initiatives that effectively tackle its critical energy requirements 
notwithstanding the potential existence of global concerns. The newly formed government, which is sow 


tasked sins determining the IP project's fate, and the SIFC's actions are primarily predicated on the 
undertaking’s development and completion. 


> Navigating Diplomatic Crossroads: Pipeline Project and U.S. Priorities 


Recent developments 
surrounding the Pakistan-Iran 
gas pipeline project have 
highlighted the intricate 
interplay between energy 
security, diplomatic relations, 
and geopolitical interests. 
Amidst Washington's assertion 
of support for Pakistan's 


t needs and its 
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other University Books at a crossroads, balancing 
competing pressures and 
priorities. The United States 
has emphasized its 
commitment to assisting 
Pakistan in addressing its 
energy shortage crisis, citing 
various initiatives aimed at 
bolstering clean energy 
capacity and environmental sustainability. However, Washington's stance on the Pakistan-Iran gas 
pipeline project diverges sharply from its broader objectives. The pipeline, a long-term collaboration 
between Tehran and Islamabad, has encountered numerous challenges, including delays and funding 
issues. Despite these obstacles, the Pakistani government took decisive action in February by 
commencing construction on a crucial segment of the pipeline to mitigate potential penalties from 
Tehran. Washington's opposition to the pipeline project raises questions about the nature of U.S.- 
Pakistan relations and the extent of American influence in the region. The warning of potential sanctions 
for engaging in business with Tehran underscores the complexities of navigating diplomatic ties ina 
volatile geopolitical landscape. Petroleum Minister Musadik Malik's assertion that Islamabad will seek 
exemption from U.S. sanctions reflects Pakistan's determination to pursue its energy objectives despite 
external pressures. The discrepancy between Malik's statement and the Foreign Office's position adds 
further complexity to the situation. While Malik emphasizes the need to secure exemptions from U.S. 
sanctions, the Foreign Office maintains a firm stance against seeking waivers from third parties. This 
divergence highlights internal divisions within the Pakistani government and underscores the challenges 
of presenting a unified front in diplomatic negotiations. The remarks made by U.S. diplomat Donald Lu 
during a congressional testimony underscore Washington's unwavering opposition to the pipeline 
project. Lu's assertion that Islamabad had not applied for a waiver for potential U.S. sanctions 
underscores the urgency of the situation and the need for swift action to address diplomatic concerns. 


> Conclusion 


The Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline project represents a critical juncture in the complex web of diplomatic 
relations and geopolitical interests in the region. As Pakistan seeks to address its energy shortage crisis, 
it must carefully navigate the competing pressures from Washington and Tehran while maintaining its 
sovereignty and strategic autonomy. The path forward will require diplomatic finesse, strategic decision- 
making, and a nuanced understanding of the evolving geopolitical landscape to achieve Pakistan's 
energy objectives while preserving its diplomatic relations with key stakeholders. 


NOA's Contemporary World MAYY rr rat 


uagmire: Iran's Missile Strikes 


lran's Unprovoked Attack & 
Pakistan's Swift Response 


~ ~ A 24-Hour Diplomatic Dance 


> Escalating Tensions: Cross-Border Confrontation 


‘ I The recent cross-border escalation 
© AFGHANISTAN between Pakistan and Iran has raised 
concerns about the country's political 

|Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 ane) and = seamty: Fhe Mamie 
: evolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) carried 

Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All out a coordinated missile and drone attack 
other University Books in the Sabz Koh region of Panjgur District, 
Pakistani Balochistan, on January 16, 
2024. The attack targeted Jaish-el-Adl, an 
Iranian Baloch Sunni militant 
organization. Despite Iran's failure to 
provide a credible explanation or apology, 


18 Jan: Pakistan 


responds with Pakistan launched Operation "Marg Bar 
strikes on Saravan | Sarmachar" (Death to Militants) on 
l a January 18, targeting Baloch militants 

i affiliated with the Balochistan Liberation 

eaa: Army (BLA) and Balochistan Liberation 


Front (BLF) in Sistan-o-Balochistan 
Sabz Koh with drone Pravitiee Tran 


and missile attacks 


- Iran's military strikes in Baluchistan have 
p ae ; intensified hostilities in an area already 
tumultuous. The attack was aimed at the Sunni extremist organization Jaish al-Adl, leading to the 


deaths of two noncombatant individuals and the injuries of three others. Pakistan denounced the strike 
as an indiscriminate transgression of its sovereignty, alluding to possible consequences and voicing 
apprehensions regarding the erosion of bilateral confidence. Iran's strategic maneuver can be identified 
as a clear act of retaliation, following a fatal assault on an Iranian police station in Sistan-Balochistan 
last month. The present situation underscores the intricate equilibrium in the area, where geopolitical 
competition, internal discord, and the continuous struggle against terrorism combine to form a volatile 
amalgamation that can be incited by even the tiniest provocation. 


> Iran's Provocation and Pakistan's Response: A Critical Analysis 


The international community closely observes these developments, particularly in light of the seen 
administration's contemplation of classifying the Houthis as global terrorists. The continued nape 
of attacks by the Houthis, in spite of retaliatory actions taken by the United States ee bene 
indicates the possibility of an expanded regional conflict. An essential inquiry emerges: to o ab tly in 
will Iran's assault on Pakistan undermine its reputation within the Islamic community (ae ie 
light of its significant involvement in the ongoing Gaza conflict? The potential application in i a i the 
could have a significant adverse effect on its credibility, particularly among Wester n agya rabii of 
obstacles Pakistan encounters in safeguarding its borders and organizing for elections, y r paar ci 
engaging in Middle Eastern geopolitics diminishes. Pakistan's response to Iran S Unprove nd reiterating 
its airspace by launching Operation "Marg Bar Samachar" against terrorists in lran a 
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unequivocally that airspace transgressions would not be accepted. The Iranian government, the Islamic 


Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), and Iranian intelligence collectively bear responsibility for the attack. 
The lack of cooperation during the attack's planning process renders it a transgression of global laws 


and standards, exposing Iran's security deficiencies. The deliberate assimilation of terrorists in Iran 
serves as a cautionary tale, underscoring the potential for worsening repercussions from subsequent 
provocations. 


> Iran's Aggression and Pakistan's Resolve: An Insightful Response 


The impasse underscores the significance of prudent behavior among neighboring countries, as Pakistan 
reaffirms its dedication to safeguarding national security and its preparedness to retaliate forcefully 
against any potential dangers. Iran's missile strike against the civilian population in Pakistan on 
Tuesday was condemned as an "unprovoked violation" of Pakistani airspace. Pakistan's swift response 
to the attack demonstrates that even a nation striving for peace can forego strategic restraint in order 
to provide an appropriate response. Iran's motives for these assaults are unclear, but it is believed that 
Iran is leveraging the disillusionment among Muslim nations regarding the Gaza Strip to strengthen its 
reputation as a leader. Iran also considers the Subcontinent, specifically Afghanistan and Pakistan, to 
be within its longstanding spheres of influence, creating an opportunity for Iran to capitalize on 
Pakistan's political unrest. 


> Challenges and Choices: Navigating Pakistan's Path Forward 
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Pakistan has faced significant internal and external challenges, including A l e = e 
concerning escalation in acts of terrorism, and deteriorating relations with In lia. e ion : 
hostilities between Iran and Pakistan has further exacerbated security enr e E F- underscore 
the need for collaborative efforts to combat transnational ter sexism. The ongoing politica — weer ss 
society and the potential for false-flag operations in India's elections have raised concerns = ou ss 
future of the nation. Some factions propose delaying elections due to volatile situations and ie y 
concerns, while others argue that a reassessment of priorities is necessary. Prior ies beng S 
economy, they stress the importance of addressing internal security, national ap sta ami a the 
welfare of the people. While the difficulties are acknowledged, opposition exists to t tenes of de ayine 
elections until every concern has been resolved. Since two years ago, the nation as = ery in 
political instability, and an interim government is responsible for ensuring elections are conducte pi a 
free and equitable manner. Only a representative government can formulate the long-term po ord 
decisions required to stem the crisis. Analogies to countries like Iran, which conducted elections amidst 
a decade-long conflict, underscore the criticality of electoral procedures in difficult circumstances. The 
current difficulties in Pakistan highlight the critical requirement fora representative government capable 
of addressing intricate matters and guiding the nation through the imminent crisis. It is strongly 
recommended that politicians prioritize national interests over limited political agendas and apply their 
collective intelligence for the betterment of the nation and its afflicted citizens. 
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> Lessons Learned: Pakistan's Strategic Evolution 


In the past five years, Pakistan has faced two significant national security crises that have established 
its "red lines" against potential aggressors. The first, Pulwama 2019, was strategic in nature, while the 
second, Panjgur 2024, was characterized as a tactical gambit that ultimately failed. The crisis 
highlighted the strengths of the Pakistani system, including astute diplomacy, well-developed media 
communication, military accuracy, and professionalism. Panjgur 2024 serves as a pivotal educationa| 
occasion, compelling Pakistan to embrace a holistic regional strategy towards counterterrorism and 
cultivate economic collaboration to ensure enduring stability. The establishment of ‘laws of regional] 
behavior, the efficacy of the Pakistani System in crisis management, and the interdependence of 
national security and regional geopolitics are all significant insights gleaned from Panjgur. A Regional] 
Reset’ in Pakistan's foreign policy is suggested in anticipation of the country's election year in 29024. 
This reset entails the implementation of an economic-oriented strategy that prioritizes trade, 
connectivity, and investment over geopolitical factors, while also confronting the domestic origins of 
terrorism. In essence, Panjgur 2024 functions as a pivotal educational occasion, compelling Pakistan to 
embrace a holistic regional strategy towards counterterrorism and cultivate economic collaboration to 
ensure enduring stability. 


Aghazetaleem.com 
Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All 
other University Books 


> Regional Dynamics: Iran-Pakistan Missile Exchange 


The recent missile strikes by Iran inside Pakistan have engendered skepticism, with Pakistan's initial 
course of action being to reassign its envoy while retaining the Iranian ambassador. To defuse tensions, 
international actors such as China, Russia, and Turkey intervened, and diplomatic relations were 
successfully reestablished within 24 hours. Iran's recent missile attack on Pakistan's territory is not an 
isolated event; to comprehend why it occurred, one must view it within a broader regional context. 
Pakistan's strategic location, coupled with a competent naval force, positions Pakistan at the intersection 
of modern Middle Eastern politics. In the 21st century, traditional wars rooted in moral or ideological 
conflicts are deemed unsuitable. Grey zone warfare may persist as national interests clash, as seen in 
the timing of Iran's attack. The ongoing dispute over alleged terrorist camps across borders has been a 
longstanding issue between Iran and Pakistan. The provocative act raises questions about Iran's 
strategic objectives and the potential consequences. Understanding its limitations is crucial for rational 
state thinking. Iran, grappling with internal challenges, may have miscalculated the impact of its 
unprovoked aggression. The subsequent conciliatory tone in Iran's press release suggests an 
acknowledgment that the issue is settled between the two states with differences but no rivalry. The 
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exchange of missiles between Iran and Pakistan serves as a reminder that Pakistan is not on the 
sidelines but actively involved in shaping the future of Middle Eastern politics. 


> Escalating Tensions: lran-Pakistan Bilateral Relations 


The unanticipated Iran-Pakistan incursion has caused significant concern and distress in the bilateral 
relationship between the two countries. The daring assault in the Panjgur district of the Balochistan 
province in Pakistan claimed the lives of two defenseless children, challenging Iran's claim that it was 
aimed at the Jaish Al-Adl militant organization. Despite the presence of a preexisting counterterrorism 
agreement between the two nations, tensions have been further exacerbated by Iran's unilateral 
execution of the operation. Iran and its proximate in Lebanon have made an unfounded effort to portray 
the attack as having been pre-coordinated with Pakistani authorities. As a retaliatory measure, Pakistan 
has opted to appoint its Iranian ambassador on recall and halt any forthcoming or premeditated high- 
level visits between the two countries. The provocative nature of Iran's recent actions, which have 
involved incursions into Iraq and the exertion of influence over the Houthis, has generated apprehension 
in the region. Non-state actors' activities and terrorism pose a threat to regional peace and security; 
terrorist organizations such as the TTP, Jaish Al-Adl, BLA, BLF, and IS-K all contribute to the instability. 


In light of the shared adversary of terrorism, Iran must embrace a cooperative strategy as opposed to 
pursuing isolated measures. It is crucial to place regional stability as a top priority and deter jingoistic 
inclinations. Islamabad asserts its right to respond if requested. Amid Israel's offensive in Gaza on 
October 17, apprehensions emerged regarding the stance of the Pakistani government in the wake of 
the Hamas assault on Israelis and the subsequent Israeli reaction. The importance of ensuring 
consistency in the messaging of Pakistani officials and the reactions of significant Middle Eastern allies 
was underscored, discouraging any potential alignment with the Iranian regime. 


> Conclusion 


Pakistan was taken by surprise on January 16 when Iran launched missile strikes on Pakistani territory, 
coordinated with analogous assaults in Syria and Iraq. Tensions were escalated as a result of this 
violation of sovereignty at the Davos World Economic Forum, where the interim prime minister met with 
the Iranian foreign minister. The targets' ambiguous assertions by Iran added to the complexity of the 
Situation, suggesting a premeditated approach rather than a simple absence of understanding. In light 
of the intricate circumstances surrounding 2024, Pakistan's resoluteness and self-control are 
considered indispensable for effectively navigating the challenges that lie ahead. In addition to economic 
reforms and shared responsibilities, unity and a timely election are essential for addressing the 
challenges confronting the populace. 


Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 
Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All 
other University Books 


NOA's Contemporary World - | CE, 


MAYY, 2024 EJ 


| Case of Article 370 | ecg 


The Disputes is Yet Far Away from Being Settled - - - - 
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On 5 August 2019, the Indian Government abrogated Article 370 of the Constitution of India via 3 
presidential order. Article 370 provided special status to the State of Jammu and Kashmir, allowing it 
l to have its own constitution and autonomy over internal administration. The abrogation ended the 
special status conferred on the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir and the Centre later moved to 
y reorganize Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories - Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. This 
l move by the Indian Government was challenged before the Indian Supreme Court and on 11 December 
2023, a decision was rendered in the matter. In a unanimous ruling the court upheld the validity of the 


y 
PAI 


Constitutional order that revoked Article 370. The Indian Supreme Court’s 476-page verdict upholding 
the abrogation of Article 370 is a saga of historical distortions, selective amnesia and logic-less 
interpretation. Not only does it do injustice to Jammu and Kashmir, it has set a precedent that threatens 
Indian democracy itself. It is an endorsement of the tendency of the Indian government to commit acts 
that violate India’s own constitution and international law. 
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Judgment by the Indian Supreme Court 


The Indian Supreme Court’s 476-page verdict upholding the abrogation of Article 370 is an example of 
historical distortions, selective amnesia and logic-less interpretation. Not only does it do injustice to 
Jammu and Kashmir, it has set a precedent that threatens Indian democracy itself. It is an endorsement 
of the tendency of the Indian government to commit acts that violate India’s own constitution and 
international law. The petitioners had argued that Article 370 had become a permanent feature of the 
Indian Constitution from the moment the Constituent Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir was formally 
dissolved in 1957. In fact, Article 370 was the basis of the Jammu and Kashmir Constitution. It was 
classed as a “temporary provision” because it was meant to be ratified by the Jammu and Kashmir 
Constituent Assembly. By not recommending the abrogation of the provision before its dissolution, the 
Assembly had endorsed its continued existence in the Indian Constitution to govern this unique federal 
relationship. A five-judge Constitution bench, presided by Chief Justice of India, DY Chandrachud, said 
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that Jammu and Kashmir held no internal sovereignty after accession to India. He said there was no 
prima facie case that the President's 2019 orders were mala fide (in bad faith) or extraneous exercise of 
power. While the Court said the reorganization of the erstwhile state into Union Territories in 2019 was 
a temporary move, tt directed the Centre for the restoration of Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood and for 
the Legislative Assembly elections to be held by next year, 


> Kashmir’s History Disregarded by the Indian Supreme Court 


EF e é While declaring Article 370 to 
pea SC Verdict on abrogation of Art 370 Explained be temporary, the Court noted 
two factors. One was the war- 
like conditions that persisted 
when the special status was 
accorded. The second was the 
transitional purpose—the 
Article was meant to provide 
for an interim arrangement 
until the Constituent 
Assembly of Jammu and 
Kashmir could frame its own 
constitution. However, this is 
SC Rationale far from the truth. The 
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1. SC contended that Art 370 as an Interim arrangement until the Constituent Assembly of the State was formed, | Constitution , of which Article 
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© on the sovereignty of Jammu and Kashmir- The SC held that merger of J&K with Indl 
a was the same as the othe 
princely states in Indla. The state of Jammu and Kashmir didn’t enjoy any internal sovereignty. i 


SC Rationale 
1 SC cited that Karan Singh's proclamation, Issued by the son of the J&K’s then ruler Hari Sin 

gh, on November 25, 
1949, accepted the supremacy of the Indian Constitution and surrendered the J&K sovereignty to It. 
2. $C also cited that Section 3 of the J&K constitution held J&K as an integral part of India. Section 147 of the J&K 
Constitution prohibited any amendment to Section 3. 


On whether Art 370 is temporary or permanent- SC held Art 370 that Article 370 was a temporary provision. 


2. The provision was adopted because of the special circumstances In the state, which was experiencing war 


conditions at that time. unanimously adopted in 1949. 
The war, also known as the 


First Kashmir War, was long 


© On the legality of the abrogation of Article 370- SC upheld the legality of presidential proclamations CO 272 and 


CO 273 used to abrogate Article 370. J 

over by then. The provision 

= ear mite sensei was meant to be temporary 
clarified that, after stituent Assem state ceased to exist, the President could h . 

unilaterally abrogated Article 370. i ate eres only until the Jammu and 


Kashmir Constituent 
Assembly could ratify Article 
370 and adopt it while framing 
a separate constitution for the 
state. The court’s finding that 

ee I eee Haw rea cine ta Siow Article 370 was a temporary 
provision until the Jammu and Kashmir Constituent Assembly was disbanded, after which the state 


would have been fully integrated, defies legal logic. 


The Jammu and Kashmir Constitution declared that “the State of Jammu and Kashmir is and shall be 
an integral part of the Union of India.” The Court, however, glossed over this fact and placed more 
reliance on the royal heir’s proclamation of 1949 which acknowledged Jammu and Kashmir’s 
integration. It was the Jammu and Kashmir Constituent Assembly, a constitutionally mandated and 
democratically elected body that gave its final affirmation. This had legal sanctity and superseded any 
previous proclamations. Furthermore, the Court refused to go into the question of whether the 
downgradation of the state to a Union Territory was valid. It also refused to deliberate the peculiar 
circumstances under which President’s Rule was imposed in Jammu and Kashmir, the pivotal first act 
that served as a prologue to the legal fictions invented by the government to carry out the abrogation. 


Applicability of International Law to the Issue 


© On the action that was taken under President’s rule- SC upheld the action of state reorganisation of J&K during 
president’s rule. 


l 
: 
S 
i 
; 
è 
& 
3 
i 
a 
z 
$ 
| 
g 
2 
& 


International law applies to Kashmir in a number of ways. Despite India’s reluctance to internationalize 
the Kashmir conflict in the name of national security, Kashmir is an international dispute. In accordance 
with established jurisprudence from the Permanent Court of International Justice (“PCIJ”) and its 
successor, the International Court of Justice (“ICJ”), an international dispute involves “a disagreement 
on a point of law or fact, a conflict of legal views or of interests between two [international] persons”, as 
well as conflicts arising from varying interpretations and executions (or lack thereof) of human rights- 
related obligations under international agreements and treaties. Furthermore, international law experts 
have characterized the Instrument of Accession of 1947, under which the Maharaja of Kashmir decided 
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> Initiating ICC Recourse: Addressing Human Rights Violations in Kashmir 
To pursue recourse through th, 
International Criminal Court ice 
Pakistan can initiate the process by filing , 
declaration of age) acceptance fe 
= _ a marl ‘urisdiction under icle §=12(3) Sz 
eS We be a . Lame with Article 15 of the Ron 
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other University Books detailing the situation in Kashmir ang 
E @ * urging the ICC Prosecutor’s Office to 


intervene. Subsequently, the Prosecutor Will 
undertake the task of collecting ang 
documenting evidence pertaining to human 
rights violations in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir - era ee hae drafting 
the application lies with entities such as the Attorney General's O a eee , and 
Ministry of Law and Justice, with a projected timeline of 1 to 6 score . i a oe 
ICC typically requires 1 to 2 years to conduct investi d initia ‘ Jat iow ae aot iün 
among these key stakeholders is crucial in na legal comp p ural 
requirements associated with ICC jurisdiction. 


> Seeking Justice Beyond Borders: Leveraging Universal Jurisdiction for 
Accountability 


To pursue the avenue of invoking universal jurisdiction, Pakistan can leverage the ee laws of 
various countries to bring cases against Indian citizens and Sorporavons Gepioee in atrocities in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). This strategy involves a collaborative effort, 
wherein Pakistan can assist Kashmiri diaspora and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) based in 
different European and American countries to initiate legal proceedings. The identification of countries 
with relevant legal frameworks and fact-finding activities typically spans 1 to 6 months. Subsequently, 
litigation against Indian military and paramilitary personnel accused of grave war crimes and crimes 
against humanity in IIOJK can be initiated, with a projected timeline of 1 to 2 years. Key stakeholders 
involved in this process include the Attorney General's Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Ministry 
of Law and Justice, coordinating efforts to navigate the legal complexities and support the pursuit of 


justice for victims of human rights violations. 


> Racial Discrimination: Leveraging the CERD Inter-State Communication 
Mechanism 


The Inter-State Communication Mechanism of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD) offers a platform for addressing issues related to racial discrimination between 
states. Notably, neither India nor Pakistan has a reservation to Article 8 of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which establishes a committee capable of determining 
the implementation of the convention by state parties. Pakistan can utilize this mechanism provided by 
the convention to file a complaint against India regarding racial discrimination. This process involves a 
collaborative effort among the Attorney General's Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Ministry of Law 
and Justice. The initial phase includes gathering evidence of racial discrimination and drafting the 
complaint, which typically spans 6 to 12 months. Subsequently, the matter is brought before CERD, 
initiating an investigation process that may take 1 to 2 years to complete. Coordination among these 
key stakeholders is essential to effectively utilize this mechanism and address issues of racial 
discrimination at the international level. i 


> Utilizing UNHRC Mechanisms: Addressing Human Rights Violations in IOK 


Within the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), various mechanisms exist to address 
human rights violations, including treaty-based bodies such as the Committee on Eliminat ak Racial 
Discrimination, Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights, Human Ri aie pii erde 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination Against Women Canin . s a coco 
Committee on the Rights of the Child, Committee on Migrant Workers, and eta, eee 
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rights violations perpetrated by India at the international level. 
> UNHRC Advocacy: Focusing Human Rights Violations in IOK 


The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 
encompasses both treaty-based and charter-based 
mechanisms. Among the charter-based bodies are the 
Human Rights Council itself, which comprises Special 
Procedures and Mandates, as well as the Universal 
Periodic Review process. As an intergovernmental 
body within the United Nations system, the UNHRC 
facilitates a dedicated complaint procedure. Pakistan s 
can engage in a concerted effort involving the Attorney Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 
General's Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All 
of Law and Justice, and Ministry for Human Rights to other University Books 

lobby at the UNHRC and garner support, a process ENE, . 
that typically spans 6 to 12 months. Subsequently, it 
may take 1 to 2 years to present the matter before the 
Council and initiate independent investigations, which 
can shed light on atrocities in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) and prompt further 
investigation by the Council's mechanisms. 
Collaboration among these key stakeholders is crucial 
to effectively utilize these mechanisms and address 
human rights violations within the framework of the UNHRC. 


> Utilizing Magnitsky-Style Sanctions to Address Human Rights Violations 


The Magnitsky-Style Human Rights Sanctions are designed to target individuals and entities found 
responsible for human rights violations or corruption. Notably, the UK established both a global human 
rights sanctions regime and an anti-corruption sanctions regime in 2020, utilizing powers within the 
Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 2018. Pakistan can take an active stance by identifving 
Indian nationals and corporations implicated in human rights abuses within Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), subsequently lodging a case before the UK Government for the imposition 
of sanctions against these parties. This collaborative effort involves the Attorney General's Office, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Ministry of Law and Justice. The process encompasses a timeline ranging 
from 5 to 12 months for identifying individuals and gathering evidence, followed by an additional | to 2 
years for filing the case before the UK Government. Effective coordination among these key stakeholders 


is crucial to harnessing this mechanism and effectively addressing human rights violations at the 
international level. 


~ 


> Promoting Corporate Accountability: Utilizing OECD Guidelines 


The OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises serve as a comprehensive global framework for 
responsible business conduct, encompassing various areas including human rights. Countries adhering 
to these guidelines are mandated to establish National Contact Points (NCPs). Through these NCPs, civil 
society organizations, NGOs, and the Kashmiri Diaspora can lodge allegations of human rights violations 
by Indian businesses that have been involved in financing such violati ons in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). This process entails a collaborative effort among NGOs, civil society 
groups, and the Kashmiri Diaspora, spanning approximately 1 to 2 years to identify relevant 
stakeholders and present the issue before the NCPs. Effective engagement with these mechanisms is 


essential in holding accountable those businesses that contribute to human rights abuses and 
promoting responsible corporate conduct on a global scale. 
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T he 2024 Lok Sabha elections in India, spanning seven phases from April to June, are poised to be a 
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o Key Electoval Themes and Narratives 

Modi's narrative, bolstered by appeals to Hindu nationalism and promises of economic stability. finds 
traction among voters despite concerns over economic distress and rising unemployment. T 
construction of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya symbolizes Modi's efforts to restore Hindu pride, although 
the impact may not replicate past electoral successes achieved through communal incidents. 


o Impact of Local Alliances and Discord within I.N.D.I.A. Bloc 


Local electoral alliances, particularly in states like West Bengal, play a crucial role in shaping electoral 
outcomes. While the I.N.D.1.A. alliance presents a formidable challenge to the BJP, internal discord and 
differing agendas within the coalition pose significant hurdles. Despite exploiting issues like economic 
inequality and joblessness, the alliance struggles to present a unified front against the BJP's 
organizational prowess. 


o Vision 204F and Critique of Modi's Leadership 


Modi's vision for India's future, juxtaposed against criticisms of his governance, adds complenity to the 
electoral landscape. While some view Modi's leadership as visionary, others, such as Indian scholar Mr. 
Prakala Prabhakar, critique his tenure, citing setbacks in the economy, polity, and social cohesion. 


O Anticipated Electoral Outcomes 


As the elections unfold, the contest between the BJP-led NDA and the Congress-led I.N.D.LA. bloc 
underscores the vibrancy and dynamism of India's democracy. While Modi's leadership remains a focal 
point, the electoral landscape is rife with complexities, alliances, and narratives that will ultimately 
shape the outcome on June 4th. 


Insights into Foreign Policy Discourse 


Prior to the 18th Lok Sabha elections, the platforms of the two main political parties in India are being 
examined, Election manifesto titles can give away a lot about their contents. With its "Modi ki Guarantee” 
(Modi's Promise) manifesto, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is seeking to build a rapport with Indian 
voters by relying on Modi's promises. The goal of the Indian National Congress's (INC) "justice 
document,” known as "Nyay Patra," is to correct the "wrongdoings" of the BJP administration. The 
manifestos cover an extensive range of topics and include numerous promises for India’s socioeconomic 
prosperity. Since the two political parties have declared their intents and presented their proposed policy 
directions for India's international involvement, a number of aspects of Indian foreign policy have drawn 
special attention. Rather than focusing on how India is seen globally, the manifestos of Indian political 
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parties for the 2024 election reveal a deeper grasp of how they see India in the international sphere The 


INC looks to be somewhat constant in its foreign policy approach, with a larger emphasis on connection, 
with geographically surrounding states, whereas the BJP envisions an expansive Indian foreign Policy 
that is different from its 2019 program. Global and regional politics can be used as a lens through which 
to understand the foreign policy discourse in the two manifestos. 
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> BJP's Global Ambitions: Charting India's Role on the World Stage 


India is envisioned playing a bigger role in world politics in the BJP's 2024 program. The BJP's focus on 
two areas seems to be the reason behind this. First, a more active role for the great countries, particularly 
with regard to taking part in and having an impact on international decision-making and the 
restructuring of the international order. In order to advance India's interests internationally and ensure 
its alleged "unprecedented rise" in the world order, the BJP seeks to increase the number of its embassies 
and diplomats. The BJP's commitment to pursue permanent membership in the UN Security Council, 
which it made in its 2019 election manifesto, further demonstrates the desire for a larger voice in 
international decision-making. India promised to "intensify its efforts" toward this goal in the 2019 
manifesto, but the 2024 manifesto makes no mention of these "efforts." This might be because, according 
to the BJP, India is in a far stronger position globally than it was in 2019. India's G20 chairmanship 
and its closer links to big powers seem to have reinforced this notion. 


> BJP's Global South Leadership: A Strategic Shift in Indian Diplomacy 


India attempted to claim credit for the 54-nation African Union's admittance as a full member of the 
G20 during the G20 Summit last year. The second clear feature of the BJP manifesto seems to have 
been this endeavor, which served as a catalyst for a more prominent position in the "Global South." The 
BJP sees India as the voice and leader of the "Global South." In its capacity as a self-described 
spokesperson, New Delhi has been assiduously pursuing the initiative as a "middleman," oF ê 
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asistent Diplomacy: Congress's Steadfast Foreign Policy Approach 


In contrast, it seems that the Congress 
has been more consistent in ls 
manifestos for 2014, 2019, and 2024. 
The Congress has emphasized the 
importance of maintaining foreign 
policy since independence and has 
taken issue with the BJP's handling of 
į the government's stance on the Gaza 
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2024 manifestos clearly maintained a 
focus on bilateral and international 
interactions as well as peaceful 
coexistence. The Congress has also 
emphasized the importance of New Delhi's collaboration with the "Global South" on matters of critical 
importance, following in the footsteps of the BJP. But unlike the BJP, the Congress has made it clear 
that it has no intention of taking on the role of leading or serving as the voice of the "Global South." 


> Congress's Domestic Pressures and China's Growing Threat Perception 


Domestic pressures have continued to be the most painful for Congress, and in that environment, China 
has always been seen as a threat. China was highlighted mostly in relation to border security in the 
Congress manifestos of 2014 and 2019, but it was added as a threat to national security in the manifesto 
of 2024. This worry seems to have intensified since the Congress thinks that the BJP was naive in 
dealing with China during the 2020 Galwan Valley issue, and that even after 21 rounds of military 
discussions, India's stance is still weaker than China's. In contrast to the BJP, whose foreign policy 
goals are expansive and include a wider range of topics, the Congress's foreign policy seems to provide 
a theoretical overview with a narrow focus overall. Congress's increased attention to the neighborhood 
may be the cause of this. 


> Congress's Neighborhood Focus: Reevaluating Cooperation Strategies 


All of India's close neighbors, including Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Bhutan, 
and Sri Lanka, are included in the Congress manifesto for 2024. Nevertheless, neither the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) nor the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) are 
mentioned, in contrast to its prior manifestos from 2014 and 2019, which supported using SAARC as a 
means of promoting regional cooperation. In its manifestos for 2014 and 2019, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party indicated a slight preference for regional collaboration. But in its 2024 platform, the BJP has also 
refrained from bringing up these two important regional groups. 


> Border Development Strategies: Contrasting Approaches of BJP and Congress 


The Congress's 2019 manifesto included the building of integrated, well-equipped border outposts to 
give the armed troops decent living and working circumstances, but the 2024 platform did not place as 
Li emphasis on this. Congress, on the other hand, has declared that it will back border trade. The 
sue agenda doesn't seem to be too motivated. The BJP promised ji its manifesto to e ees 
a Pontian of strong infrastructure along the borders with China, Pakistan, and Myanmar. : d 
rang Platform Specifically emphasized the continued building of telecom towers, jaar g DF 

ii at as well as the development of technology smart fences and electrical networ A 1 re s 
ki i =i on border development really means getting ready for better mobility in the event t ici a se 
a ina or Pakistan worsen, It does not necessarily equate to a desire to foster an atmosphere that 

rable for regional cooperation. 
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> BJP's Global Economic Ambitions: Shifting Focus to the Indo-Pacific 


The Indian Ocean and the "Indo 
Paciiic region are important to 
the 3JP, and the partys 
manifesto has made a point of 
highlighting India's “Security and 
Growth for All in the Region 
(SAGAR) program. This indicates 
a change in focus from the South 
Asian states to the “Indo-Pacific 
region. It seems that the BUP has 
prioritized all other parts of the 
world over the necessity of 
developing cooperative 
connections with the South 
Asian region. In addition, the 
BJP's manifesto calls for R San 
forufying its influence and ` i 
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The primary motivation behind ` ` 
this is the BJP's aim to become 
the world's third-largest economy 
and a manufacturing hub by 
making India a major player in 
the — global supply chain. 
However, the Congress's 2024 
platform makes no mention of 
these goals. 


> Contrasting Approaches to Pakistan: BJP's Silence versus Congress's 
Engagement 


The Congress puts the onus of contact on Pakistan, while the BJP makes no mention of potential 
engagement. Pakistan has been referenced in the BJP manifesto in relation to building infrastructure 
along the border between India and Pakistan, however the Congress manifesto openly links Pakistan 7 
‘cross-border terrorism.” Nonetheless, the BUP manifesto makes reference to international terroris™ 


without specifically naming any nation. 


> Zero-Tolerance to Terrorism: BJP's Consistent Stance 


5 > r " i ` P 
Regarding terrorism, a zero-tolerance stance was emphasized in the BJP's 2024 election agenda. A BJ 


414, r r i € 
manifesto for 2014 and 2019 also recommended a similar method. Without mentioning Pakista”, 
BJP's 2024 election manifesto lists counte includins 


rterrorism efforts undertaken by the government, 


the “surgical strike" in 2016 and the airstrikes in 2019. It also notes terrorism as an internal secu 


rity 
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is of j tion as 
sue. The emphasis of both the Congress and the BJP has been on international collabora 
opposed to regional or bilateral measures in the fight against terrorism. 


> BJP's Counterterrorism Pledge: A Closer Look at Foreign Policy Implications 


It is significant that the BJP has declared its intention to protect Indian citizens both domestically and 
internationally from terrorist threats. his was a reflection of the high probability that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) will persist in its aggressive and unlawful campaigns to carry out extrajudicial 
assassinations and state-sponsored terrorism on foreign land, with the United States, Canada, and 
Pakistan being the current targets. r'he majority of these deaths in Pakistan have been connected to the 
struggle of individuals in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) for their right to self- 
determination. Articles 370 and 35A of the Indian Constitution were abolished by the BJP administration 
in August 2019, transforming Jammu and Kashmir from a disputed area into a union territory and 
strengthening central government authority. According to the BJP manifesto, this action lessened 
violence in the disputed area. Its manifesto included no mention of taking any additional action 
pertaining to the disputed region, which served to minimize the actual state of affairs there. On the other 
hand, the BJP government has long raised the issue of Jammu and Kashmir's "statehood," which the 
Congress promised to reinstate. 


> Stagnant Relations: India-Pakistan Ties in Political Manifestos 


Overall, neither of the two Indian political parties' manifestos has shown a particular desire to 
strengthen ties with Pakistan. Trade with neighbors was addressed in the Congress manifesto, however 
trade with Pakistan was not specifically highlighted. It is apparent that the Indian political elite considers 
cooperation with Islamabad to be unsatisfactory. The parties' manifestos neglect to mention that the 
area will continue to be engulfed in severe instability that may quickly go out of control if long-standing 
India-Pakistan disputes are not resolved. 
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> Divergent Paths: Contrasting Visions in Political Manifestos 


In conclusion, the BJP's manifesto calls for broad, long-term growth and development plans that will 
Position India for a greater role in the world economy. Congress, on the other hand, has continued to 
Prioritize Short-term and local objectives. Regarding their approaches to foreign affairs, the two political 
Parties aim to achieve different things. The 2024 manifestos of both political parties show little interest 
In regionalism and cooperation, which is not good news for the future of relations between India and 

akistan or for the peace and prosperity of the region. All things considered, the manifestos make 


enormous promises to the Indian populace. How they will be able to keep such pledges is still up in the 
air, 
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Technological Tensions: Unseen Fallout of US-China Conflict 


US- | | lina Tech War: 


Blueprint of Future of Great Game 


Wildfires in California and Oregon in the summer of 2020 showed an unintended effect of the War 
between the US and China. The Trump administration's ban on Chinese-made drones, especially DJ] 
drones, and the end of buying American high-tech systems like Ignis made it harder to fight fires, This 
move, which was caused by worries about spying and weak technology, shows how tense things are 
around China's rise in general. The U.S. has had problems with China for a long time because it thinks 
China is breaking the law, especially with its state-led economic strategy, which includes economic 
espionage and joint partnerships that steal foreign technology. Limits have been put in place because 
people are afraid that Chinese companies, even big tech companies, could hurt national security by 
secretly gathering information. Concerns about 5G infrastructure and data protection, as well as drones. 
are some of the things that the U.S. government has banned from coming from China. Some say these 
worries are just ideas, but others are afraid of possible weak spots that could hurt national 
infrastructure in the event of a direct military clash between the US and China. The effects of this 
technology cold war that we can't see have big effects, like how they affect firefighting and maybe even 
on the bigger picture of world politics. 
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innovation Battleground: Contrasting Paths of the West and China 


The BBC called Huawei "essentially dead" earlier this year, indicati 'hat the c any was on its W 
out. Huawel was once the second-largest smartphone maker in fe "orld i gg ATIE giant 
surprised everyone by coming back in August with the Mate 60 P j ag Fl ea with the 
advanced Kirin 9000S chip from China's Semiconductor Manaen Eee al Corporation 


(SMIC). Even though Washington-led sanctions were meant to slow down China's technological grow! i; 
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showed that Ch; | | a] tech war, which 
this event showed that ¢ hina could still stand its ground. The U.S. is leading the global tech h ologies 
aims to stop Bejing from making progress by mak ing it harder for them to get access to ER d into 
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The fact that SMIC jumped to the 7 nanometer range despite being punished calls these metho 


. » . 4 r i - n g fA 1c a in 
question. But the story that China is quickly catching up in technology is too simple, China 1s putt ) ‘ 
a lot of money mto becoming a science and technology superpower, but the West has fundamenta 


benefits because it has strong democracies that encourage new ideas. Chinas method 1s TROFE 
centralized, while the West's model iS more decentralized, experimental, and liberal democratic. rhis 


makes Innovation possible, China's growing tech hub, Shenzhen, shows how innovative the country 1s, 


but the long term outcome of the fight for tech supremacy is still unknown. Beijing ig set up for the long 
game because it sees technology | 


' ; as a geopolitical problem and has always been able to see things far 
into the future Even with these changes, the rivalry between the US and China has huge effects on the 
rest of the world. The Internationa! Monetary Fund (IMF says Sen he caneatitien alarsan superpowers 
will break up the world, which will hurt the economy destroy millions of jobs and stop growth and 
shared prosperity. The unfortunate victim of this geopolitical conflict is the world as a whole, which will 


have to deal with more misery in a broken and poor global environment 


> U.S.-China Chip War: Taiwan's Crucial Role in the Battle 


The Taiwanese presidential election on Jan 
change the status quo in 2024 and have 
affect Beijing's stance. If a cand 
On the other hand, if the pro-i 
more hostile attitude. There is 
technology and military edge, e 
chip war between the US and C 
threat to its security. The fight 
sees as an outlaw region and t 
the course of the world's mos 
technological goals by limiti 
Huawei's announcement of a 


uary 13 is expected to have big effects on the world. It could 
an effect on the S&P 500. The election results are expected to 
idate supports closer ties, Beijing might take a more diplomatic stance. 
ndependence Democratic Progressive Party wins, Beijing might take a 
more risk in President Biden's geopolitical plan to protect America’s 
specially Since Taiwan is so important to making advanced chips. The 
hina is a major battleground. Beijing sees it as both harmful and a direct 
over who will run the future data centers on Taiwan, an island that China 
hat the US defends. This shows how determined both sides are to change 
t important technology. Even though the U.S. has tried to limit China's 
ng exports more strictly in October, problems still exist, as shown by 


nn eni SG smartphone with a very advanced chip. It's still not clear how well the 
Biden administration's plan to stop advanced microchip technology from getting to China will work. 


> Taiwan Semiconductor's 'Silicon Shield’ 


Rhodium Group says that a possible Chinese blockade of Taiwan could stop more than $2 trillion worth 
of economic activity, even if the situation doesn't get worse and turn into a military clash. The main 
effect would come from cutting off the main source of advanced semiconductors from supply lines 
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around the world. Taiwan Semiconductor makes a lot of things, like smartphone ch 
microcontrollers, and high-end graphics processing units. These products bring pe $1.6 trillion 4 ise 
for buyers around the world. China has big plans for the mabure, like the Made in China 2025 plan, but 
its own chip production can't meet all of its needs right now., Relying on Taiwan's chip production has 
been a very important defense against China's territorial goals. Even if Beijing quickly took over TSMC 
it would have a big effect on China's and the world's economies, as it could mess UP important 
manufacturing processes and supply lines. 


> China's Accelerated Timeline for Invading Taiwan 
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In the past few years, the U.S. military and intelligence agencies have found signs that Presid 
leading efforts to get China's military ready to take over Taiwan by 2027. But Secretary of Sta 
Blinken and others have expressed worries, pointing out that China seems to want to reunite 
much more quickly than before. A January memo showed that Air Force Gen. Mike Minih 


there might be a war in 2025, and in October 2022, Admiral Michael Gilday, 
operations at the time, talked about a possible " 


take advantage of the fact that the U.S. military 
Ukraine fight off Russian control. In June, a task 
the conflict in Ukraine was important from a strat 
to improve its defense industrial base right away 


ent Xi was 
te Anthony 
the country 
an thought 
who was head of naval 
2023 window" for an invasion. Beijing might want to 
isn't ready for battle right now because it is helping 
force from the Council on Foreign Relations said that 
egic point of view, but it also said that the U.S. needed 
to get ready for a high-intensity war with China. 


» Pentagon Expands Operations to Counteract China's Ambitions 


ry month, but they want to make 100,000 by 
2025, which is more than Ukraine needs right now. The chip war between the US and China makes 
iji i , putting military action ahead of economic worries. 
Its getting harder for China t i chip manufacturing, which makes the "silicon 
shield" less of a barrier. The longer China doesn't have access to cutting-edge technology, the more likely 
it i ijing's strengths. The Pentagon announced the 
d autonomous combat drones to counter China's 
licy. 
> Critical Juncture in the U.S.-China Chip War 


When Jake Sullivan, the National 


Security Advisor, announced that Semiconductor Mar ket Shar e, 2022 
the U.S.-China chip war would get 


worse in September 2022, he said Based on where chipmakers 


that this was different from the past are headquartered 
strategy of staying "only a couple of 

generations ahead" of geopolitical 

foes. Because Beijing is committed S. Korea 
to spending almost infinite 19% 
resources in becoming a leader in 

technologies that act as "force 

multipliers,” Sullivan said, the new 

Strategic environment required FU 
keeping a large lead. After that, the 9% 
U.S. put in place strict export à 
controls to stop China's chip growth 

at key points. These controls include 

not letting China buy advanced Al 


Taiwan 8% 


China 
7% 


U.S. 
chips and limiting their access to Japan 48% 
software for designing and making 9% 
chips. These rules set a base level for o Te acer l 
' ; HUICE. Semiconductor Industry Association 
chip equipment exports that goes 
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> Apple Faces Setback as U.S. Export Controls Fall Short 


a year after the eae a broad restrictions, China has sent out a strong reminder of 
on ‘mits. Dylan Patel of Semi 7 ysis said that the Huawei Mate 60 Pro, which has a 7 -nanometer 
a from SMIC, shows how weak U.S. export controls are thought to be 
hip from | pment makers are i ¢ ‘iti on 
ee chip equipme nt eee Are a k make 7-nm chips even though they are supposed to be 
raking gear for 26-nm production. | ate! thinks that Huawei and SMIC could be making 5-nm chips by 
5095 or 2026 if nothing major changes. This could lead to i ; 
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> Export Restrictions Specifically Aimed at Nuidia 


Patel pointed out on 
ma November 9 that the 

m Biden administration's 
recent efforts to tighten 
export rules seem to 
have some holes. Even 
though tight measures 
were expected, Nvidia 
FR - — aa <> has still found ways to 
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X: China; 46% of its most 
came from there. The company said that the new export controls would only affect about 10% to 15% of 
its shipments. On earnings calls, companies that make chips and tools stressed how important it was 
to keep sales to China, which is a big customer, from dropping too much. Some say that Chinese sales 
help pay for research and development, which is very important for U.S. and partner semiconductor 
industry leaders to stay ahead. Others, though, say that China might soon be able to make its own 
chips, and they name six Chinese companies that are ready to make chips like Nvidia's A100. 


> China's Dilemma: Balancing Economy and Taiwan 


As U.S. export controls continue to lose their usefulness, Beijing may not see the invasion of Taiwan as 
mportant, even if it costs a lot of money. China is facing economic problems like slow growth and the 
effects of relying too much on building homes and building roads and bridges, but the choice might not 
be based only on economic factors. If there is a possible economic downturn and the US is trying hard 
to keep China's economy from growing too fast, President Xi Jinping might become more aggressive. Xi 
has always said that reunification with Taiwan is important for China's recovery. Since October, he has 
changed his tone from a faraway hope to a firm promise: "Reunification definitely must be achieved, and 
reunification definitely will be achieved." For Xi, the race to be the world's leader in technology is just as 


Mportant as the race to make China's economy and defense strong. There is a complex link between 
these two goals. 
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> Beijing's Progress in Military Technology 


re ‘S Working hard to make its own armies of military drones. A report from last year is ici the 

tis ~— Intelligence Agency raised concerns about how quickly Chinas satellite pie an inet 

— were growing. This could make it harder for the US to target ee ee =e i ae i A 
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Chinese missile attacks.’ Who would back Taiwan in a fight like this is a very important questio 
United States does not officially support Taiwan's independence, but it is sending arms to Taiw 
President Biden has promised to protect it if it is attacked. Even though they aren't making th 
promise, other partners are also working hard to stop China. 


> Taiwan Semiconductor's Growth in Arizona 


There is no doubt that the time when 
the US relied greatly on Taiwan to 
make its most valuable 
semiconductors needs to end soon. 
Morris Chang started TSMC in 1987 
with help from the Taiwanese 
government. At that time, the U.S. 
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semiconductor business made more | -/_—_—-east 
than three times as many chips as it 0322-5339708 
does now (12%). At that time, there Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All 


wasnt a lot of talk about "fabless" 
semiconductor companies that 
created and sold chips but hired 
other companies to make them. 
Chang, on the other hand, thought 
that new ideas would grow if 
companies could hire a foundry to 
make chips for them. So, he started T 
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> There is more pressure ow the Biden administration to re 
technology because of the US-China tech war. 


As the tech war between the US and China 
Mark Warner (D) are asking the Biden admini 


gulate RISC-Vv chip 


gets worse, politicians like Senators Marco Rubio (R) and 


stration to stop American companies from working together 
on RISC-V, an open-source chip technology that is widely used in China. Arm Holdings has its own 


proprietary technology that fights with RISC-V. RISC-V is an important part of m 
smartphone chips to AI processors. The politicians say they are worried about nationa 

that Beijing takes advantage of the fact that American companies can work together freely to help its 
semiconductor industry grow. This could hurt the US's position as a leader in chip technology and help 
China modernize its military. Representative Mike Gallagher, who is the head of the House Select 
Committee on China, wants the Commerce Department to require American companies working with 
groups in the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on RISC-V technology to get export licenses. The move 
is a big attempt to limit the participation of US companies in RISC-V. It is the latest development in the 
larger fight between the US and China over chip technology, Representative Michael McCaul, who is the 
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, says that China is misusing RISC-V to get around 
the fact that the US has more patents on chips than any other country. McCaul wants the Bureau of 
Industry and Security to do something and is threatening to pass laws if they don't. The Commerce 
Department says it is always looking at the fields of technology and threats and stresses the need to 
follow export control rules to keep the country safe. Lawmakers say that Communist China is getting 
around penalties by using open-source chip architecture like RISC-V. This has led to calls for tighter 
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controls On exports ia a ee Organization in Switzerland is in charge of the technology, which 
came from the eee: peers da ei keley, with help from the Pentagon. Executives from Huawei 
in China are a hip ea a so are companies like Qualcomm and Google, which are friends 
¢ the US. If the Biden cateinieehabiom listens to calls to limit US companies’ involvement in the 
foundation that oversees RISC-V, it could make it harder 
£ 


eni atanderds This could hurt efforts te ancl, ar US and Chinese companies to work together 
on technical sti ible chies, Such nde s to make chips that can do everything and hinder global 
efforts tO make flexible ens ` WEAR TUIGS have effects on more than just real goods. Experts worry that 
they could stop people irene together and coming up with new ideas. Jack Kang of SiFive says 
t will be a ‘terrible tragedy” and compares it to not being able to do work on the internet Open talks 


t technology aren't usually regulated, but rules that are already in place for chip exports could be 
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legal basis for such ideas. 


> The Meeting between President Xí Jinping ana President - Joe Biden broke the ice. 


The recent summit 
in San Francisco 
between President 
Xi Jinping and 


te ee President Joe 


Biden, which was 
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other University Books to improve ties 
> between the two 

countries. Even 

though the 


problems wont be 
solved right away, 
experts expect 
‘significant global 
consequences,’ taking into account how the world's two biggest economies affect trade between 


countries. China's foreign ministry said that the summit not only dealt with immediate problems but 
also set up a plan for the long-term growth of bilateral ties. This was similar to what Kristalina Georgieva, 
Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), said about the need for more cooperation 
around the world. The leaders talked about a lot of different problems during the four-hour meeting, 
which shows how dangerous the world is right now. The meeting is important because it could help 
solve problems on a global scale and stop things from getting worse. The summit is very important 
because the partnership between the US and China affects more than 40% of the world's goods and 
services. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) says that higher trade hurdles could cut the world's 
output by $7.4 trillion. The IMF chief said that the APEC meeting showed how the warming of relations 
between the U.S. and China has improved cooperation around the world. The leaders had their first 
face-to-face meeting in a year and talked about a lot of different topics. They agreed to open a presidential 
hotline, start military contacts again, work together on artificial intelligence, and stop the production of 
fentanyl. Their diplomatic ties have taken a positive step forward with this real progress. 


" 


Wang Yi, China's foreign minister, called the meeting a turning point and stressed the need for a new 
“ginning and a new vision for a healthy, stable, and long-lasting relationship. More than 20 topics were 
agreed upon, which set the stage for future discussions. Xi Jinping stressed how important the 
relationship between the U.S. and China is for global security. He talked about the need for shared 
understanding, good M aeii cooperation that benefits both sides, and exchanges between 
People. Xi said that the world is big enough for both countries to live together, and that shutting down 
i S is not a choice. Even though there were signs of a thaw before the meeting, some people are warning 
against being too optimistic, pointing out that each country is different. Stabilizing ties through the 
Summit is very important Dt re-engagement and promoting a positive view of China's growth as a force 
Or global growth. The meetin i nee Xi and Biden was a major strategic breakthrough that gives 
a hope for better ties sd cist cooperation. Both leaders understood how important it was to be 
oived on the international stage. 
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> Rivalry between the US and China: Pakistan's strategic dilemma 


Pakistan, like many other countries, is Worried 
about how the growing conflict between the US 
and China might affect ties between the two 


countries. The current situation is very differen; 
ee an from past competitions between great powers 


making comparisons like ‘a new Cold War 
difficult. The factors include a world order that js 
changing because of tensions between the Us 
and China, Russias determination, Europe's 
desire for independence, and the goals of middle 
powers. Pakistan is especially at risk in this 
changing world because it doesn't have the 
' power to change the global environment but is 
| Still sensitive to its changes. The main thing that 
, worries Pakistan is the competition between the 
| US and China, which has economic, technica]. 
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? OTHERS | and military aspects. 
SMIC (CHINA) | i : a. 
5% 1% - The US wants to keep its technical and military 
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| 
| 
edge by doing things like limiting the export of 
FOUNDRIES (US) 1% 54% : advanced semiconductors to China. In order to 
TSMC | protect national security without cutting off all 
(TAIWAN) : trade links, Washington wants to make sure that 
| economic competition is fair. Geopolitical 
| alliances like AUKUS and the QUAD are part of 
| the competition. They are meant to balance out 
| China's economic power with military strength. 
| Pakistan needs to find a good mix between its 
| 


UMC [— 
(TAIWAN) | 7% 


SAMSUNG 
(SOUTH KOREA) | 17% 


, though, 


tion. If the battle between the US and China gets 
tougher, Pakistan might feel like it has to pick a side. 


Pakistan's strength on the inside is the key, which 
makes it necessary for both countries. Pakistan coul 


d be forced to choose between the US and China if 
it is weak, which shows how important it is to strengthen its own borders to protect its own interests in 
a complicated world of politics. 
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Harmonious Dissonance: 


Biden-Xi Phone Call Sparks Hope Amidst Discord 
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> Bridging the Gulf: Biden-Xi Phone Call 


Regarding China-U.S. relations, President Joe Biden and Xi Jinping spoke via telephone on April 2. It 
was the first high-level conversation between the two presidents since November 2023, when they met 
in San Francisco for the Woodside Summit, and the first via telephone since 2022. In addition to regional 
peace, military-to-military communication, counternarcotics, confronting climate change, AI risks, and 
people-to-people relations, both parties reached a consensus to maintain cooperation in these 
both parties, trade and technological competition continued to be poii 
in the midst of several de-escalation-indicating actions. 


> Clashing Narratives: White House vs. Beijing Readouts 


The divergence in the accounts provided by the White House and China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
regarding the dialogue between the two presidents was substantial. The Chinese interpretation has been 
„ore extensive, featuring phrases such as the frequently referenced a a ee aad 
President Xi Jinping likening the public's perception of China-U.S. relations to the initial button of a 
garment that necessitates correction. The Chinese transmission underscored the significance of 
credibility, peace, and stability, reaffirmed the United States’ dedication to the "One China Policy," and 
voiced opposition to the imposition of sanctions on Chinese entities. In regards to the high -tech industry, 
Chinese remarks were especially acerbic; President Xi Jinping declared that "China will not tolerate the 
United States’ obstruction of China's progress." 


> American Concerns: Preserving Peace and Security? 
The Ame 
Its Prim 


areas. On 
its of contention. The call occurred 


rican readout was comparatively brief and expressed American pa e oe ng a. 
ary objectives were the preservation of stability and peace across the Taiwan Strait, as well as 
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the protection of the rule of law and freedom of navigation in the South China Sea. In addition, Pres 
Joe Biden expressed apprehensions regarding China's assistance to the Russian defense 
reaffirmed the United States’ dedication to the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula, and y 
reservations regarding China's trade policies. Reiterating the newly introduced “de-risking’ con 
further emphasized that the United States must “continue to take necessary actions to prevent advanced 
U.S, technologies from being used to undermine our national security. 


> Taiwan Gesture: A Symbolic Move 


It is noteworthy that the White House readout abstained from any reference to the One-Chins Policy or 
assurances regarding Taiwan, in contrast to the Chinese readout. Nevertheless, the Chinese remary 
concerning Taiwan was not devoid of merit. The day before the contact, the Taiwanese military declared 
the cancellation of live-fire exercises near the islands of Quemoy and Kinmin, which are in close 
proximity to the mainland of China, on the grounds of inclement weather. China recently criticized. 
among other measures, the execution of quemoy exercises, which it deemed to be a deliberate 
provocation. Later, a Taipei-based newspaper cited the Taiwan military command as saying that "avoj 
provocation" was one of the reasons for deferring exercises. 


Q. ¢ 


WE WISH 
HIM TO GET 
WELL SOON... 
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> Diplomatic Dialogues: Navigating Complexity 


The week prior, several meetings were also attended by senior Chinese leadership, which pertained to 
matters of "low politics." A delegation of twenty U.S. business leaders, including the CEOs of 
semiconductor manufacturer Qualcomm, delivery services provider FedEx, and equity firm Blackstone, 
met with President Xi Jinping and three ministers on March 27. Graham Allison, the renowned Harvard 
professor and former Assistant Secretary of Defense to President Bill Clinton, was introduced to Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi. Allison, who was present at the March 27 meeting with Xi Jinping, reflected on Xi's 
remark regarding China-U.S. relations, "I am in you, and you are in me." In response, Xi stated that 
“exchange, cooperation, and ultimately accommodation" constitute the path forward for nations that are 
intricately interconnected. The dialogues between Allison and China's highest leadership exhibited a 


favorable tone, especially from the renowned scholar whose research on Thucydides’ Trap has frequently 
been referenced to rationalize the escalation of the United States-China rivalry. 
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> Challenges Ahead: Navigating Tensions 


An additional sign of relations beginning to thaw at the time of the Biden-Xi call was academic dialogue 
between the two countries’ preeminent think institutes, The Center for China and Globalization (CCG) 
also hosted a book launch tor "Escaping Thucydides Trap: Dialogue with Graham Allison on China-U.S. 
Relations,” which occurred before Allison's engagement with Chinese political leadership. The Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), a prominent U.S. think tank, released the report on March 
27. The report, which summarized a collaborative two-year effort with Peking University, was titled "U.S.- 
China Scholarly Recoupling: Advancing Mutual Understanding in an Era of Intense Rivalry.” Spectators, 
who have adopted generally hawkish stances in recent years, have interpreted these occurrences as 


encouraging signs of progress toward thawing relations. 


> Charting the Course: Towards Understanding 


Positive indicators notwithstanding, much appears to continue to paint a dismal picture. The domestic 
political climate in the United States, which is progressively becoming more reliant on anti-China 
discourse, comes first. This is additionally substantiated by public opinion surveys conducted in the 
United States regarding China. An estimated 83 percent of American adults hold a negative perception 
of China, per a Pew survey. 58% of Americans, according to another survey, consider China to be a 
critical threat to the United States. Moreover, trade and high-tech competition are poised to escalate 
further as a source of contention. Further supporting the exchange during the Biden-Xi call, this fact 
was recently reflected in an interview with Intel CEO Patrick Gelsinger, who stated that "national security 
and the economic engine" are his primary investors while downplaying $7 billion in losses incurred by 
Intel as a cost of maintaining technological supremacy. In addition, the President of the United States 
allocated $19.5 billion of the $52.7 billion in subsidies designated for the semiconductor industry to 
Intel in an effort to increase the company's manufacturing capacity, which has decreased globally from 
40% in the 1990s to approximately 12% in recent years. The transition in production is accompanied 
by United States regulations prohibiting both domestic and international firms from supplying 
manufacturing equipment to China. 


> Bottom line for [potential] conflict? 


Notwithstanding the optimistic rhetoric and apparent amicability surrounding the Biden-Xi call, 
significant challenges continue to exist between the two nations. Despite occasional concessions by the 
United States regarding Taiwan and indications of collaborative messaging in recent academic and 
scholastic exchanges, it is not reasonable to anticipate a reduction in the fervent criticism directed 
towards China in the near future. The trade balance and competition for high-tech products will 
exacerbate this situation. Dean Wang Jisi of Peking University puts it another way: in the end, these 
types of exchanges may assist in "elucidating the upper limit of the development of bilateral relations 


and the bottom line for [potential] conflict." 
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eport for 2024, the United Nations provides a nuanced 
forecasting a moderate two percent growth in gross 
2024, followed by a marginal improvement to 2.4 percent in 2025. 
Nevertheless, among these forecasts are alarming signs. Although the worldwide economy experienced 
a strong recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic last year, resulting in increased GDP, structural 
vulnerabilities and fundamental risks continue to exist in the global economy. Major South Asian 
economies, such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, and India, are classified as lower-middle-income countries 
in the report. Nevertheless, the region continues to face obstacles, most notably in the area of 
agricultural security. Bangladesh and Pakistan experienced a rise in the number of individuals 
experiencing severe food insecurity in 2023, in contrast to Sri Lanka, where the situation improved- 
Afghanistan continues to experience the greatest impact, as 46% of its populace is confronted wit 


. . ' Š m m . a S 
severe food insecurity. As the report investigates Pakistan s economy in greater detail, alarming n 
ipitous surge in inflation to 39.18 percent in 2023, the State 


emerge. As a consequence of the preci more: 
of Pakistan has sustained an unprecedented policy rate of 22 percent since June 2023. Cre ator: 
depreciation exceeding 20 percent. [In adai 


during the same year, Pakistan encountered a currency E hat is not 
Pakistan is confronted with a substantial sovereign debt and a debt-servicing burden : 36 5% a 


sustainable. In 2023, the proportion of external debt to the nation's nominal GDP was eae 30 
significant rise from the preceding year. In 2022, the debt-to-GDP ratio of the government pea 


percent, underscoring the formidable nature of fiscal management. A comprehensive ao erini 
effective exchange rates, they decreased 2023, re t for 


. from 88.0 percent in 2022 to 72 percent in 
economic difficulties in Pakistan. In summary, t 


ion and Prospects r 
assessment of Pakistan's economic trajectory, 


In its World Economic Situat 


domestic product (GDP) in 


he World Economic Situation and Prosp D 
2024 published by the United Nations offers a comprehensive assessment of the economic pa ary 
in Pakistan. It contrasts optimistic development forecasts with an array of obstacles, such as 


forces, devaluation of the national currency, and substantial sovereign debt. 
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d economic unc 
2023, experiencing, a ete e T and 
i »*hensions regarding “he 
appes alleviate them. 
approaches tO a e al significant 
analen = ag y were further 
magnitude, as 2 
aa by the aftermath of aa ae 
floods, a complex political cam d 
‘keti domestic inflation, an 
skyrocketing lon adress 
; currency depreciation. In order to a : 
Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All these challenges, the government promp y 
other University Books enforced fiscal policy restraints and 
X ‘ obtained an essential $3 billion Stand-by 
Arrangement (SBA) from the IMF until April 
2024, thereby preventing a default. 
Anticipated economic recovery in 2024 is a 
growth rate of approximately two percent, 
notwithstanding ong oing concerns 
regarding inflation and the escalation of 
unemployment and destitution levels. 
Insufficient exports, inadequate 
investments, and an energy crisis all 
contribute to the impediment of long-term 
advancement. To confront these obstacles, it 
is necessary to reorient domestic economic 
strategies towards revenue generation based on equity, novel forms of financing, and increased 
productivity. The Integrated SDG Insights Report of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
emphasizes Pakistan's inadequate advancements towards the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, thereby underscoring the criticality of comprehensive economic reforms. In a 
parallel vein, the Asia-Pacific Regional Human Development Report 2024 emphasizes the importance of 
realigning development strategies with a focus on agri-tech and fintech, with the backing of reforms that 
promote resilience. In order to attain growth rates exceeding 2 percent, it is imperative to uphold fiscal 
policies and implement long-overdue structural reforms. A mid-term National Economic Recovery Plan 
(NERP) that is proposed emphasizes the implementation of high-impact interventions that center on 
reforms in governance, revenue sustainability, and solvency. It is imperative to prioritize inclusive 
growth and trade reforms in addition to social protection and climate resilience measures. By fostering 
collaboration, Pakistan has the potential to establish a novel economic and social contract that guides 
the nation towards prosperity and resilience by 2024. 


> Pakistan's Challenging Quest: Political and Economic Uncertainty 


In 2023, Pakistan encountered substantial economic and political obstacles, which ultimately 
culminated in a precarious default situation necessitating a $3 billion IMF assistance. Nevertheless 
aspirations for stability were thwarted in the February 2024 elections when the Pakistan Muslim League, 
oan bala Sharif, was unable to secure a majority in parliament. This resulted in Pakistan being 
kera E concerning its economic trajectory and leadership. In 2023, a severe schism 
IMF's 23 a economic landscape, as Pakistan, which was on the verge of default prior to securing the 
2023 bai tand-By Arrangement, a $3 billion, nine-month agreement, emerged victorious. In August 
niid e arnie government assumed power, signifying a substantial transformation in the political 
transpired 1, andscapes. The turbulent occurrences of 2023 were precipitated by developments that 
intensifyin e year prior. The ousting of Imran Khan in April 2022, which occurred in the face of 
assume ad economic difficulties and impending inflation, created an opportunity for Shehbaz Sharif to 
economic di position of prime minister. Late in 2022, however, severe flooding further aggravated 
iminishin i Aha and inflationary pressures. Amidst the challenges of escalating inflation, 
including sa ig od reserves, and stagnant GDP growth, Pakistan implemented stringent measures 
exhibit si port restrictions and interest rate increases during the year 2023. The economy started to 
gns of stabilization during the latter part of the year, propelled by advancements in the global 
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mas colnet awa; rifs return to power was high. 
economy and the IMF agreement. Prior to the 2024 elections, Nawaz “ AE ined Pion. 
anticipated; however, the result surprised forecasters. The absence o eidable dheretiy aiid, any 
political party rendered the formation of a coalition ~~ uné , g an 
r n er re ati sf [Fe | rc stan. 
unparalleled period of political and economic instability in Pakis 
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> Strategy for Stability and Growth in Pakistan's Economic Reform 


Following a substantial phase of uninterrupted poverty rate reduction, ear a aoet ie es 
with one of its most severe economic crises. A sequence of calamities—inciu Ing b d K sap emic, 
the calamitous floods of 2022, and unfavorable global conditions—has further mcs re Inadequate 
policy choices, leading to decelerated economic expansion, escalated a aie ri OE ua 
predicament with regard to debt repayment. Indicators of human pce eee z ai E | chind 
levels comparable to those of considerably impoverished countries, and the nae p ia a income 
has slowed as a result of low productivity and high fertility rates. These obstac require pina: 
and comprehensive reforms. A considerable number of nations have on ingen ap g to recover 
from comparable crises by means of resolute measures. This crisis provides Pa istan with a chance to 
confront enduring structural challenges that have for too long impeded the nation s progress. Pakistan 
must initially address the predicament of human capital scarcity. The nation is confronted with an 
alarming infant mortality rate, wherein seven percent of children perish prior to attaining the age of five: 
this percentage is considerably elevated in comparison to similar countries. Additionally, in economically 
disadvantaged areas, the prevalence of impaired growth among children under the age of five exceeds 
fifty percent, affecting forty percent of the population. Although it is possible to reduce stunting rates by 
half within a decade, doing so will require a deviation from the traditional approach that primarily 
emphasizes nutrition and healthcare. On the contrary, a more comprehensive approach is required to 
prioritize the provision of sanitation and pure water, birth control services, improved living conditions, 
and heightened hygiene standards. Effectively tackling this challenge will necessitate strong 
collaboration across sectors, nationwide mobilization, behavioral modification campaigns, and 
consistent financial allocations equivalent to approximately 1% of GDP per annum. In addition, the 
adverse consequences of Pakistan's inadequate educational system worsen the effects of malnutrition. 


An alarming seventy-eight percent of children aged ten are illiterate relative to their grade level, and the 
number of children not enrolled in school exceeds twenty million. 


Furthermore, in order to fund the essential enhancements in the provision of services and the 
development of human capital, Pakistan must augment its fiscal Capacity. Tax revenue has been 
persistently low at ten percent of GDP for a considerable duration. Through the expeditious elimination 
of expensive tax exemptions and the alleviation of compliance burdens, the nation could generate an 
additional three percent of GDP in revenues. An additional 3 percent of GDP could potentially be 
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generated at me Provincial and local levels through the Pa k 

imposition ot taxe T kes sectors including real estate, 

agriculture, and TEEN, Enhanced efficiency in the apor 

management of public resources may result in reductions $ comm 

in expenditures. In order to protect the interests of the 

impoverished, the majority of unprofitable public 

enterprises should be privatized, and ineffective T y 

subsidies in agriculture and energy should be reduced. 3 

The reduction of redundancies between federal and : 4 
; 
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provincial expenditures has the potential to yield an %# 
additional three percent of GDP annually. Progressive ! 
fiscal reforms have the potential to generate over 12 : 
percent of GDP in additional fiscal Space over time, A 47 
which is three times the amount of additional funds 
needed to address disparities in human development. The 
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generated supinus would facilitate augmented sdnoip Bupuom 4 
infrastructure investments by the government and a š 10103903 
; - K o, 
mitigation of the public debt. Nevertheless, in order to attain ain A 
: = z : gi 
sustainable public finances in Pakistan, robust economic "y we 


expansion is ultimately critical. Pakistan must therefore strive for an economy 


that is more dynamic and accessible. Present policies obstruct productivity growth by distorting markets 
to benefit a select few. Excessive tariffs and currency overvaluation incentivize companies to concentrate 


on domestic markets, thereby discouraging exports. State intervention and a difficult business climate 
discourage investment, whereas tax distortions favor non-tradable sectors such as real estate. 


It is necessary to level the playing field, encourage competition, reduce bureaucracy, and increase policy 
predictability in order to address these issues. Modernization of the agricultural sector is necessary to 
guarantee food security in the face of water scarcity and climate change. At present, subsidies and price 
controls ensnare producers in water-intensive, low-value crops. By reallocating subsidies towards 
research, veterinary services, and the promotion of regenerative agriculture, it is possible to augment 
incomes, productivity, and resilience in the face of climate disruptions. Urgent attention must be paid 
to energy sector efficiency in order to halt the depletion of public resources. While recent tariff increases 
have helped limit losses and protect consumers, high generation costs and transmission and 
distribution losses must be reduced to ensure long-term sustainability. Implementing cost-effective 
hydropower and solar resources necessitates the resolution of challenges related to distribution and 
transmission, potentially by fostering greater private investment, while safeguarding tariff modifications 
against political meddling. 
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Implementing these reforms exclusively at the federal level is not ra $ i pa a loca] 
governments the authority to efficiently generate and allocate eee! ie pane en 8 the 
decentralization agenda is necessary. Moreover, to guarantee that no jsi Janta sec = dae, 
social safety net must accompany a dynamic economy. By enacwny ene pean in O04. The Praia! 
has the potential to achieve Upper-Middle Income status prior to its cen eer a pier aia is 
endowed with the requisite workforce and operational capabilities to z apanar Ieee a 
objective. The prevailing economic crisis offers Pakistan a unique prospe ntous 
metamorphosis, designating the year 2024 as "Pakistan's moment. 


> Cultural Revolution: Critical Factor in the Economic Revitalization of Pakistan 


The enduring economic difficulties in Pakistan give rise to a multitude ‘a ee pie 
neglecting the cultural elements that exert an influence on economic results. It T sertion that 
cultural transformation, in conjunction with traditional determinants such as investment and fiscal 
policy, is imperative for the rejuvenation of the nation's economy. This ar gument A, Societal 
norms in addition to governmental institutions. An outline of the domains that require modification iş 
provided below. 

V The profound religious sentiments prevalent in Pakistan frequently impede the 
implementation of advantageous economic instruments such as insurance. This hesitancy 
arises from misunderstandings concerning religious compatibility, which hinders the attainment 
of financial stability and increases susceptibility to exploitative schemes. 
Intellectual Humility and Tolerance: For economic develo 
diverse points of view. However, the 
hinders the flow of ideas that are 
intellectual dialogue. 

Attitude Towards Wealth Creation: O 
the tendency of society to dispara 
corruption, to acknowledge and celebrat 


pment, it is vital to embrace 
prevailing "my way or the highway" mentality in Pakistan 
essential for innovation and progress, thereby stifling 


pportunities for wealth creation are undermined by 


ge the wealthy. It is essential, while acknowledging 
e legitimate wealth acquired through diligence and effort. 


cal values. Promoting gender inclusivity, embracing 


ness practices are critical measures in the pursuit of 
sustainable economic growth. 
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Climate Leadership at COP28 


morrow: COP28's Historic Leap Towards Sustainable Energy 


The COP28 climate summit 1n 
Dubai marked a significant shift 
towards reducing global fossil fue! 
consumption, signalling the 
transition away from the ‘oil age . 
The agreement, achieved after two 
weeks of negotiations, serves as a 
compelling message to investors 
and policymakers worldwide, 
[ 2 highlighting the global 
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> Embracing TO 


COP 


rence of parties (COP) signifies the first formal acknowledgment within the COP fram 


confe 
imperative to transition from conventional, polluting energy sources like coal, oil, and gas to cleaner, 


renewable alternatives. The agreement lays the groundwork for future, more robust initiatives, providing 


a foundation for continued global dialogue on sustainable practices. While some countries may find the 
commitment less stringent than desired, the acknowledgment itself is a crucial precedent, recognizing 
the urgency of addressing climate change and shifting towards environmentally responsible energy 
sources. The agreement signifies a pivotal shift towards sustainable energy practices, articulating the 
imperative of a phased departure from fossil fuels by 2050. This language mirrors ongoing global 
initiatives as nations transition towards greener economies, as evidenced by a surge in renewable power 
installations. The strategy involves a tripling of global renewable energy capacity by 2030, expediting 
the reduction of coal usage, and advancing technologies like carbon capture and storage for industries 


resistant to decarbonization. 


> Bridging the Gap: From Rhetoric to Action in Climate Leadership 


As governments worldwide strive to actualize these commitments, the deal encapsulates a cooperative, 
albeit pragmatic, blueprint for the international community to collectively address the climate crisis. 
The discourse around climate change champions in developed nations resonates as a crucial yet complex 
narrative, with developed nations projecting an image of climate activism but lacking substantial 
financial support for developing nations navigating the transition to cleaner energy sources. The real 
da leadership lies not only in championing ideals but also in actively facilitating the necessary 
ps i underpinnings for a global shift to sustainable practices. Without this substantive 

ment, the rhetoric of climate leadership remains hollow, revealing a stark disconnect between 


miey i 
ords and meaningful action. 


the pS) COP2I was a pivotal moment when nations committed to curbing global temperature rise to 
strategy emin benchmark of 1.5 degrees Celsius. This ambitious goal hinged on a three-pronged 
adequate fin, id mitigation, adaptation, and finance. However, the lingering challenge lies in securing 
the ledir a support, the linchpin for effective climate action. Scientists emphasize that breaching 
formations w emra may lead to irreversible and catastrophic consequences, such as melting ice 
The COp jii = tened extinction rates, alarming groundwater depletion, and intolerable heat levels. 

must transcend incremental progress and decisively address the financial impediment, 


“suring that th 4 : ; me 
e collective commitment made in Paris transforms into a dynamic force capable of 
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ation. The clock is ticking, and the earth demands not 


averting irreversible environmental degrad | 
i to secure a sustainable future. 


rhetoric but concrete, well-funded initiatives 


just 


In the past decade, the confluence of economic and political dynamics within eee and EU hag 
hindered global unity in addressing the pressing existential Grails of our IR: 8 emerges as 
potential turning point, but its efficacy hinges on the rich world s profound introspection regarding the 
current state of its democratic discourse in the coming year. This introspective process must transceng 
economic interests and political maneuvering, prioritizing a shared commitment to environments] 
stewardship and global well-being. 


. | 
| © Transition Away From Fossil-Fuel- Nearly 200 countries agreed to "transition away from fossil fuels in energy systems" 
at the COP28. The agreement is the first time countries have made this pledge. 


© Global Renewables and Energy Efficiency Pledge- Signatory countries to work together to triple the world’s installed 
renewable energy generation capacity to at least 11,000 GW by 2030. The countries must collectively double the 
global average annual rate of energy efficiency improvements from around 2% to over 4% every year until 2030. 


© Loss and Damage Fund- Operationalization of the Loss and Damage (L&D) fund aimed at compensating countries 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

grappling with climate change impacts. Commitments worth about US$ 800 million had been made to the Fund. The | 

World Bank will be the "interim host" of the fund for four years. i 
© Global Goal on Adaptation- The draft text on the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA) was introduced at COP 28. It aims ts 
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| 
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| 
| 
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| 
| enhance climate change adaptation by increasing awareness and funding towards countries’ adaptation needs inthe | 
| context of the 1.5/2°C goal of the Paris Agreement ! 
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| 
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| 
| 
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© The Global Cooling Pledge- 66 national government signatories committed to working together to reduce cooling- 


related emissions across all sectors by at least 68% globally relative to 2022 levels by 2050. 


© Declaration to Triple Nuclear Energy- The declaration launched at COP28 
aims to triple glob c 
by 2050. it was endorsed by 22 National Governments. A SUCHEN aoar 
© Coal Transition Accelerator- France, 
Transition Accelerator. The initiative 


si aims to leverage best practices and lessons learned for effective coal transition 
es. 


| 
| © CHAMP initiative- Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnershi 


: COP 28. This initiative aims at efficient planning, financing, implem 


| © Climate Finance- Under the New Collective Quantified Goat (NC 
| QG) for climate fi 
|__ developing countries USD 500 billion n2025. ___ PENE OAS 


> Crossroads of Crisis: Reflections on 2023 and the Urgency of Climate Action 


As one quarter of 2024 has already passed, it is crucial t 
wasted in our fight against the sixth extinction or the year 
to cut global CO2 emissions by 45% from 2010 levels, we 
Academy of Sciences has warned that the strong El Niño i 
of climate crises, including marine heatwave intensificat 
ecosystems, sea-level rise, crop yield reduction, and oceani 


P (CHAMP) for Climate Action was launched at 
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| 

in collaboration with various countries and organizations, introduced the Coal | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

entation, and monitoring of climate strategies | 
| 

| 


decade, which could lead to abrupt or irreversible chang 
planet's life-support systems, and threaten the stabili 
Overturning Circulation (AMOC), known as the Gulf Stream, could shut down completely by 2025. This 
raises concerns about biodiversity, as the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) P% 


ee = —— -——— — 


MAYY, 2024 NG a's Contemporary World 


a — 


| COP.28 | eee 


he gold standard when evaluating the percentage of species at risk of extinction. roa 
‘ast report highlighted the threat of population declines in 71,000 animal Species, wit 
+305 showing population declines globally, The majority of declines are occurring in the tropics, but in 
ae ig range wide collapse threatens 41% of ecosystems and 34% of plants and 40% of animals. In the 
a eel 16% of all species are at risk of extinction, and 43% of birds, 31% of reptiles, 26% of 
oe mae and 54% of flowering plant species are threatened, Economic development, causing climate 
ment diversity crises, has led to homelessness and chronic hunger. The Numbeo Index showed positive 
ee until 2016, but since then, things have declined. The United Nations Human Development 
til (HDI) also saw a regression in 90% of countries in both 2020 and 2021. While most people on 
th have felt the pinch in recent years, some are doing better than ever, with the fortu nes of billionaires 
creasing by $2.7 billion a day and the richest one percent grabbing almost two-thirds of new wealth 
2020 
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> Navigating the Shadows: Assessing the Depths of COP28's Impact 
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At COP28 in Dubai, elected leaders agreed that transitioning away from fossil fuels was necessary to 
address global climate change. However, the success of this decision was criticized for being so low-key 
that it took an ant to climb underneath. Agriculture, responsible for a third of global Snaasiane and the 
primary driver of biodiversity loss, was also discussed at the conference. Major players like — JBS, 
and Nutrien were present in record numbers to prevent the necessary changes. Ignoring : e — 
and hoping for change will result in climate chaos and social breakdown. To avoid planetary ein o we 
must disobey those responsible for ruining our future in exchange for GDP growth. Ae easy actions 
for industrialized people include changing who we get our household energy from and ow We fica 
Cur bodies, moving to renewable energy suppliers, and adopting plant-based diets. i owev er, 
governments have shown they cannot offer long-term security and have torn up the social contract 
between us. COP28 also made progress on the Paris Agreement and negotiated vital issues to mitigate 


and adapt to cli E e Fund (L&D) was operationalized, with $700 million 
e ee ee T MORON HE several challenges ahead for the L&D Fund to 


O million pledged to the L&D Fund covers less 


of the amount required to cover the losses faced by developing countries due to climate 


change catastrophes. Key questions related to the L&D Fund's functioning include mode of fund 
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= ries. £ acc ility of fund utilization - 
distribution, mechanism of selection of recipient countries, ie ee sa ici in 
recipient countries. Parties need to deliberate and find sustainable > Smooth 
functioning of this fund. 


> Unveiling the Opportunities and Challenges of COP28's Global Stocktake 


The Global Stocktake agreed upon by a majority of 200 participating siden _ honed calls for a 
tripling of renewable energy capacity and double energy efficiency enh le cla ae ae uae fel a ae 
accelerating efforts towards the phase-down of coal power, phasing out ine et SUDSidies 
and other measures to drive the transition away from fossil fuels in energy systems in a just, orderly. 
and equitable manner. However, the language contains loopholes that provide opportunities for fossij 
fuel industries to maintain their monopoly. The lack of an accountability mechanism in the event of 
failure to meet the phase-down targets undermines the set targets. Many countries that agreed on the 
Stocktake are expanding their fossil fuel industries, raising the issue of climate justice. Developments 
made in different areas of climate finance are considered important progress. Six countries pledged new 
funding for the Green Climate Fund at COP28, but this development is still far short of the initial promise 
of collecting $100 billion annually in the GCF. COP28 also discussed issues of inclusion, gender, young 
people, indigenous communities, and differently-abled persons. It became the first climate conference 
to recognize resilient food systems’ as an important strategy for adaptation. The Declaration on 
Sustainable Agriculture, Resilient Food Systems, and Climate Action has been endorsed by 158 


countries, symbolizing the vulnerability of the agriculture system and the need to adapt it according to 
the challenges of climate change. 


> Unraveling the intersectionality of Climate Change and Social Justice 


Climate change is a global challenge that creates 
problems of social justice in multiple ways. The 
Industrial Revolution led to unsustainable \ 
patterns of economic growth and prosperity, with 

the beneficiary countries enjoying financial KN 

growth and control over the world economic AGN 

system at the expense of the poor countries of the - 

Global South. Climate change is causing severe fAXelare VdK olai 0322-5339708 


food crises in eight countries, including South Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All 
Sudan, Madagascar, Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan, other University Books 
Chad, Sahel, and the Dry Corridor. These poor a 
nations are facing economic and social unrest due 
to food insecurity, which worsens their already 
deteriorating conditions. Vulnerable groups like 
women, children, differently-abled persons, trans 


gender people, and elderly people are particularly 
affected by climate change-led disasters. Financial crises lead to domestic violence, increased crime 


against women and girls, and inadequate health facilities for women durin 
communities, which rely on natural resources for livelihood, also face 


human mortality from floods, droughts, and storms was 15 times hi 
Climate change deepens socio-economic and politi ities within and between states, raising 
concerns about social justice and equity. 


> eae Resilience: Navigating Pakistan's Climate-induced Disasters Through 
Equitable Development and Comprehensive Risk Reduction Strategies 
Climate-induced disasters, such as floods and earth 


er rthquakes, have a more severe impact on vulnerable 
populations, especially those living in poverty. Pakistan, Categorized as high-risk for such disasters, has 
experienced significant natural disasters, leading to e 


xtensive socio-economic and infrastructural losses. 
Unsustainable developmental practices, such as overexploitation of mountain ecosystems and illegal 
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himeats, further exacerbate these disruptions The 2010 monsoon flood disaster in Pakistan 
yı signilicant financial loss of $10 billion resulting in 2000 deaths, the destruction of 17,553 
4$ ` i 4 yx à ’ á f . 

an Hupact on Loo OO sq kim ol (hire Country Phe floods also exposed critic al deficiencies in 


en crow 


caused 
and 
ster prepared! 
Emergeney 
sructure damage, compounded the challenges. The convergence of climate-related disasters and 
iniras"” economic Issues has created a vulnerable environment for Pakistan, highlighting the urgent 
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sa prehensive and equitable financial support to break free from this detrimental debt cycle 
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N ess and response mechanisms with weak coordination among agencies and duplicate 


disi 


9 Sc YDS NS ; iis ` f > g 
COSpEnNsSEC RAL uch a inadequate Wupplies, a lack of communication, and 


ta 
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neca lized coordination mechanisms at the national level serve as linc hpins for effective planning and 
to of developmental and relief activities. Pakistan needs to transition towards a technologically 


cution d adaptable disaster risk r : 
eS psrward- thinking, and adaptable disaster risk reduction (ORR) framework and approach. An 
ty, it : 


dny =“ us, need based, and geographically specific disaster risk reduction and response mechanism is 
indigen y Communities are the first responders to disasters, and communities need to be taken on 
peoesse . devising any policy or disaster response mechanism to ensure a more agile and responsive 
board © A Incorporating disaster risk reduction principles into public-sector initiatives and harnessing 
framewor™ es through inclusive engagement can strengthen Pakistan's defenses against the 


srspectiv 
ammunity persp . : A 
commu „f natural and human-induced disasters. 
es ( j 


Harmonizing Societal Dynamics: Integrating Karl Marx's Conflict Theory and 
Structural Functionalism 


var] Marx's conflict theory and structural functionalism offer unique insights that can be applied to the 
ws i limate change policy, particularly in the context of Pakistan. Conflict theory highlights the 
ma -eiis ities between those who contribute most to environmental degradation and those who bear 
a Structural functionalism emphasizes the interdependence of societal 


the brunt of its consequences. n nt 
mkaa and their contribution to overall stability, advocating for a holistic strategy that leverages 
com 


the strengths of each component to achieve effective climate change mitigation and adaptation. To 
develop a comprehensive, effective, and equitable climate change strategy for Pakistan, the following 
detailed recommendations can be employed, integrating insights from both Karl Marx's conflict theory 


and structural functionalism. 
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Pakistan is facing a renewed wave of militancy and terrorism, with recent incidents targeting Chinese 
nationals, strategic locations, and the Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline. These attacks aim to maintain socio- 
political instability, security threats, and economic tremulousness in the country. The wave of terrorism 
began after 9/11, which was planned, conceived, and executed at the US, but its fallouts were felt in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan until 2021. After the pull-out of US and NATO forces, the occupying powers 
imposed the Taliban Government in the war-torn country for a new phase of terrorism. This phase 
focuses on sabotage the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, economically ruin and exploit Pakistan, 
ensuring its dependency over the IMF and World Bank, and harm Chinese economic and strategic 
projects. 


> Challenges at the Border: Pakistan's Struggle Against External Terrorism and 
Afghan instability 


The Pakistani military has successfully fought against externally imposed terrorism with bravery and 
enthusiasm, but the goal was never the agenda or desire of those who conceptualized the idea o! 
terrorism against Pakistan. They wanted more to be done against Pakistan, so they renewed the concept 
with changed methodology. The Taliban Government in Afghanistan, whom the US declared as 4 
terrorist outfit during its prolonged stay in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021, is being sustained through 
various direct and indirect approaches. Despite repeated requests to the Taliban Government in 
Afghanistan for stoppage of terrorism through TTP and its splinter groups, there is no let-up in the 
attacks from Afghan soil. The main objective of TTP's terrorist campaign against Pakistan has been v 
force the Government Pakistan to give them concessions and areas for their own rule within the 
boundaries of Pakistan. The Pakistani military is alert against the happenings and the nefarious design" 
of external forces and combats the well-planned terrorism aimed at ruining Pakistan through direct pa 
indirect strategies. Pakistan is the only country whose security situation has deteriorated after t : 
takeover of Afghanistan by the Afghan Taliban in August 2021. Afghan soil is rapidly becoming * 


Bs ‘ & -i +4 . . ‘ ` -orist 
confluence of various spying networks to train, finance, equip, and abet terrorists to conduct ter! 
attacks in Pakistan. 
| 83 | MAYY, 2024 —— aia ee NOA’s Contemporary Worle 


ee _ 


eor 
| Domustte ( hallenge | 


Unveiling the Shadows: The Alleged Nexus of indian intelligence Agencies and 
State-Sponsored Terrorism 


Terrorism has become a global CONCEP; with state-sponsored terrorism bec oming a major concern. The 
indian Research and Analysis W ing (RAW), created in 1968 to strengthen India's external intelligence 
capabilites, has been Ae ee in clandestine operations and meddling in local conflicts and 
domestic political matters, ae pse a to allegations of extremism and state sponsored violence, 
particularly in the context of nee spi in MPi movement based on Hindu supremacy. The alleged 
participation of Indian intellige nee ope raves in the conspiracy to kill a Sikh leader in the US has sent 
shockwaves through the international saps apis i prompting investigations and condemnations. This 
nattern is further reinforced by reporte timat connect Indian operatives to the murder of Sikh leader 
Hardeep Singh Niyar in Canada, presenting a worrisome image of state-approved extrajudicial violence. 
Such claims highlight the pressing need for an extensive probe into India's intelligence establishment 
and the involvement of governament players in terror attacks abroad. The world community has taken 
note of the seriousness of India's suspected state terrorism, with comments from international leaders 
like Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and testimony by US Assistant Secretary of State Donald 
Lu before the US Congress Committee revealing the depth of India's alleged state terrorism, implicating 
Indian government officials in the nefarious plot. The gravity of the situation and the pressing need for 
an open inquiry into India's intelligence operations are highlighted by their demands for justice and 
responsibility. India's intelligence agencies are accused of forsaking their duty to maintain national 
security in favor of extrajudicial measures meant to advance the goal of the ruling regime, all under the 
shadow of Narendra Modi's leadership. Ensuring justice for the victims of state-sponsored terrorism and 
breaking the dark web of Indian intelligence requires transparency, accountability, and respect for 
democratic norms. 


> Securing Prosperity: Balancing Security and Economic Cooperation in the 
China-Pakistan Relationship 


Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's upcoming official visit to China, intended to strengthen the China- 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), is clouded by concerns 
following two recent terrorist attacks targeting Chinese nationals. Pakistan swiftly condemned the 
attacks, emphasizing the safety of Chinese nationals and projects. Conversely, China strongly 
condemned the attack, urging Pakistan to investigate and ensure the safety of Chinese nationals and 
CPEC projects. During Premier Shehbaz's visit to Pakistan, security threats are likely to be a key focus, 
underscoring the delicate balance between economic cooperation and security in the Pakistan-China 
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relationship. Pakistan reaffirmed its commitment to providing high-level cormmamgy for Chinese Worker, 
involved in the second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Gormaot (CE Ber Both Sides COMMitteg 
to accelerating CPEC's second phase and forming a working group for various corridors, including job 
creation, innovation, green energy, and regional development. Discussions emphasized a Stratepi, 
approach to maximize the success of Special Economic Zones (SEZs), with proposalg for knowledge 
exchange visits and collaboration with Chinese provinces and industry groups. The Importance öf 
enhancing regional connectivity through projects like Gwadar Port and the M-8 motorway Was 
highlighted to strengthen trade links and regional integration. The China-Pakistan Economic Corrido; 
(CPEC) faces numerous internal and external security threats, posing challenges to its Successfy] 
implementation. Internally, insurgent groups and ethnic-based separatist movements in the Balochistan 
province have targeted CPEC infrastructure projects, aiming to disrupt operations and undermine the 
region's stability. Externally, the geopolitical rivalry between India and Pakistan poses a significant 
threat, with India viewing CPEC as a strategic encroachment by China into South Asia. Moreover, the 
volatile security situation in Afghanistan poses risks of spillover effects, as terrorist organizations like 
TTP, IS-K, and other extremist groups exploit the porous borders to launch attacks on CPEC 
installations or personnel. Addressing these multifaceted security challenges requires robust 
cooperation between China, Pakistan, and regional stakeholders, along with comprehensive Security 
measures and diplomatic efforts to mitigate risks and safeguard the viability of CPEC. To effectively 
address security challenges within the CPEC, a multifaceted strategy is imperative, including 
establishing a dedicated CPEC Security Force, legislative measures, strengthening people-to-people 
interactions, encouraging Chinese language learning among students, and facilitating university 
partnerships for exchanges and scholarships. By implementing these measures, Pakistan can bolster 
security and ensure the success and sustainability of the CPEC initiative. 


> Strategic aa, hacen Navigating Afghanistan's Complex Dynamics for the 
international Economic Community 


The International Economic Community (IEA) faces a complex situation in Afghanistan, with IS-K being 
the biggest threat. The internal politics within the IEA, which are leveraging TTP against Pakistan for 
tactical gains, complicate the situation for Kabul. The IEA is wrong in believing that Pakistan will 
compromise on the TTP issue, that TTP will acquiesce to saner voices within the Emirate suggesting 
restraint, and that TTP can be resolved through negotiations. The IEA should focus on addressing the 
immediate variables with spoiler potential in bilateralism, such as TTP, bilateral trade, and the Durand 
Line, while pursuing historic constants of common geography, ethnic ties, inter-dependence, trade 
relations, and religious affinity. On TTP, the most problematic variable should be developing a consensus 
within the IEA over handling, disposal, and future of TTP. If TTP is to be used against IS-K, it should be 
merged with the IEA Army. If retained as a leverage against Pakistan, such notions should be corrected. 
The IEA should outlaw anti-Pakistan violence through a "verifiable and enforceable" fatwa, and elements 
within TTP unwilling to fall in line should be dealt with "in close collaboration" with Pakistan. TTP cadre 
should be dispersed all over Afghanistan, and Pakistan may be requested some logistic assistance. IEA 
should also make concerted efforts to educate its functionaries and public that Pakistan is not their 
sworn enemy like the former USSR or the West Plus. 
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> Navigating the Afghan Quagmire: Pakistan's Dilemma in Combating Terrorism 
and tremism 


The return of the Taliban to power in August 2021 was both a matter of joy and comfort for Islamabad, 

tension with Afghanistan has turned into a battleground Tension with Afghanistan presents one of 
but ajor foreign policy and security challenges to the newly installed government, as the escalating 
i a of terrorism can easily eclipse any development initiative involving foreign investment. 
nE the TTP is becoming difficult due to the Afghan government's cartes to take action 
at them. Pakistan has attacked the militants in Afghanistan earlier but never acknowledged them, 
which is a tacit warning to =e “een le og that if it fails to take action against TTP, Pakistan will not 
hesitate tO take the war pais the e n of mellowing down, the Kabul regime has taken a 
definite position atter the sti Di wit ) wes A ghan defence minister Stating that his country would use 
every force to defend its national Sonate ext The Situation in the region is not peaceful, and cross- 
border militant attacks on Pakistani secum forces can become hostile anytime. The new government 
has taken a cautious approach to dealing with the situation, showing interest in solving terrorism issues 
with Afghanistan through dialogue. A delegation led by Commerce Secretary Khurram Aga has arrived 
in Afghanistan to open talks on bilateral trade. Both sides have pledged to tackle existing hurdles in the 
transit areas with joint and concerted measures. Pakistan is right to blame the Afghan regime for 
disregarding the escalation in the TTP attack on Pakistan's security forces. However, Pakistan's lack of 
a coherent counterterrorism strategy has been a significant contributing factor in the return of TTP in a 
more organized form. Coupled with the never-ending political instability, a perfect condition to hatch 
militancy. 
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: GLOBAL TERRORISM INDEX 2024 BZ take action against the enemy 
E South Asian countries’ scores out of 10 | when, internally, Pakistan is 
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ie divided both politically and 
economically, the starting point 

Pakistan 7.916 would be overhauling the security 
paradigm with clear demarcation 

Afghanistan 7.825 between civilian and military law 
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India 6.324 


cyl) Bangladesh 3.30 Areas (FATA) into Khyber- 
ca Pakhtunkhwa (KP) in 2018 
marked a significant shift in the 
governance and security 
dynamics of the region. However, 
the transition has been marred by 
persistent challenges, particularly 
concerning terrorism and 
extremism in the Newly Merged 
bia Districts (NMDs). The drivers of 
ideologica] factors = Bae varied and complex, stemming from socio-economic, political, security, and 
opportunities ne 0clo-economic disparities, poverty, limited access to education and employment 
security Aalie. fm wd structures, corruption, and ethnic and tribal tensions exacerbate 
exposes the NMDe t Cographical proximity to conflict zones, such as the Afghanistan Pakistan border, 
movement of milit 9 spillover effects of violence, while inadequate border management facilitates the 
extremism and maoa and illicit goods. Addressing effective measures to combat terrorism ane 

hese include a ial: the wave of terrorism in Newly Merged Districts involves several approaches. 
problem-solving area infrastr ucture and functional mechanisms, applying Lederach’s pyramid as a 
Sophisticated refor signage desensitizing and demilitarizing the environment of NMDs, implementing 
relations, and hes the in the National Action Plan (NAP), fostering harmony among civil-military 
eta ablishing and improving its relationship with Afghanistan. 
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aj Rahim (64t Position in CSS 2023, PCs) 


iene (; When I was young, I used to imagine what jt would 


| feel like to serve my nation and to do someth 
| big enough for my country. I was never the ¢ 


ing 
who got 90%+ marks but was always a bright and 


intelligent one. If one might ask me, How would | 

summarize my journey to becoming the person | 

\ am today? I would probably have more failures 
| 


a 


sS to 
tell than successes. From failing to get admission 
into the university of my choice to my fina] year 

: project failing thirty days before its final deadline 
», I have a plethora of failures to talk about. Fror 
singing, beatboxing, being part of my college choir 
i getting a silver medal, two departmentai 


distinctions, my Final Year Project (FYP) getting 
0322-5339708 highlighted in the mainstream media 


"N > 
> 


and 

Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All becoming a CSP oflioet my a my family 
i i members and my friends have been a great 

other University Books- = support in my life. However, this story is about my 
q he “a civil service journey and NOA being at the helm of 

~~ A § my success with its faculty literally taking me by 


the hand like a toddler and guiding me through 
the arduous journey that is passing the CSS exam. 


> NOA: My Second Home 


I still remember the day that I walked throu 
and nearly fainting at the sight of the syllab 
feeling and helping me settle in my comfo 
groomed me but has also helped me beco 


gh the doors of the NOA High Court Campus, feeling scared 
us in my hand. The credit for getting me out of that nauseatic 
rt zone goes to the faculty of NOA. NOA has indeed not only 


me the gentleman that I am today. If someone would ask me, 
“What would you take away with you to the Civil Services Academy (CSA)?” I would probably tell them, 


“I will take Sir Fareed’s faith, Sir Hassan Ali Gondal’s enthusiasm, Sir Baba Khel’s three score years of 
wisdom, Sir Ali’s kindness, Sir Mazhar’s dedication, Sir Azhar Afzal Mir’s determination, and Sir 
Huzaifa’s friendliness with me." I would consider myself a Student who had all the motivation in the 
world and the determination to become a little cog in the bigger machine of Pakistan’s bureaucratic 
engine, but without direction. NOA and its faculty provided me with the necessary direction and 
guidance to channel my efforts. I would, without any doubt, consider NOA my second home. 


> THE CSS GRIND AND NOA 


CSS, no doubt, is a very tough examination, but I beli 


of a person’s knowledge. Throughout my whole journey, I have found the NOA teaching faculty to be T 
ray of shining light at the end of every dark tunnel | faced. Whether it be the great subject oun 
dilemma or the faculty listening to your personal rants, I have found that the most reliable friends = 
during my stay at NOA were none other than the faculty. From hearing my personal issues and seen’ a 
them, along with great constructive feedback from my teachers, I was in no time in my zone ag at 
NOA. The faculty automatically sensed my potential, carefully nurtured my strengths, and kept po 
bay from the mental stress that came with the preparation. One of the major problems that | Bae ini 
in my entire life is not being able to memorize anythin hy? to cleat 
things. I still remember, like yesterday, that I would i om 


: ; a tesi 
eve it to be a test of the nerves rather than a ! 


& without being able to know the W 
nbox the faculty members, asking th 
orld 
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“he fac -of NOA grabs you by the hand and never lere « 
~ doubts The faculty S never lets you g0, eve 


n if it's past their work 
"unii Experiences and Efforts 
» 


lam a great believer in studying 
something only if it’s interesting 


and doesn't feel like a chore. 
Consequently, I chose 
International Relations, 
Criminology, Gender Studies, 


Anthropology and U.S. History. 
Some people might select those 
subjects that overlap with the 
Provincial Management Service 
(PMS), but I chose the subjects 
based on my personal taste and 
still managed to pass both exams 
in my first attempt. From my 
above-mentioned experience, it is 
very evident that subject selection 
based upon a person’s personal 
liking and disliking can also bear 
similar fruits and also lighten up 
your mood while studying them. I 


Aghazetaleem.com 0322-5339708 myself faced a lot of criticism for 
Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All leaving good jobs in Pakistan and 


: : also abroad because of my passion 
aer MENS ods to serve my country rather than sit 


on the sidelines and criticize. From 
having a great knack for machine 
designing to becoming a civil 
servant. I have realized that one must always follow what his or her heart wants. My teachers at NOA 
shielded me from the criticism and allowed me to focus on my studies. Resultantly, I managed to secure 
my third preference in my maiden attempt. I would suggest to the readers that they always try to give 
something back to their country, no matter how small. From designing a patent worthy meeMTIE hao 
high efficiency to becoming a civil servant, I have always tried to give something back to my country e 
have tried to improve its image. My mother always used to say,” We need to lighten up our own pr e, 
and even if the candle is blown out, others might see your effort and carry your flame orea, a so 
found out that doing simple things such as shaving, waking up early or even tying dee bo kss hiak 
day has a great effect on your motivation. Similarly, some people might believe j> o r is 
l have found out that having no backups helps you focus better on your goal. Consequently, | gave 

on every job opportunity I had and focused solely on my CSS attempt. 


> TheEpilogue 


The goal always has to be to become a better person. NOA has made me into akape mai 
gentleman that I am today. “If Allah were to allow me to bow down before p A AIE 
| would surely bow down before my teachers." Life is a bridge of endless strugs = ; be my second home. 
life’s challenges head on and never be afraid to fail. NOA has been and will always 
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Muhammad Abdullah Raja 
(CSS 2023 - 19" in Pakistan - 1“ in AJK - PAS) 


Tell us something about yourself. a < 


My name is Muhammad Abdullah Raja. I hail from 
Bhimber. AJK. I have been an avid debater and orator 
throughout my academic journey and won multiple 
interdepartmental, regional, national and international 
English declamation contests. This was my second 


attempt for CSS. 


er uw Miara 


What is your academic background? 

I have my graduation in English Literature and 

Linguistics from NUML, Islamabad and another 

bachelors in political science from Sargodha University. . 
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I belong from an area where education is said to be (J UGIAe IMEA LE 
futile, and people prefer to move to abroad. I wanted to 
set a precedent that one can achieve anything with good 
education, and one should stay here to serve their 
nation. You can call me a patriot or a hopeless romantic, 
up to you, but this is the motivation that kept me going. 
Now I aim to set an example for youth of my area and 
serve people of my country with best of my abilities. 


Why CSS? 
Initially, I wanted to Pakistan Military and I got recommended in 138 PMA long course but unfortunately 
I got medically unfit. The goal was always to serve this nation and I only changed the roadmap, now 


through civil services. 


Your Favourite Quotation 
“Carpe Diem” - “Seize the day” from the movie, 
Dead Poets Society 


Your Favourite Book 


“Ar ms and the Man” by George Bernard Shaw, 
ae A beautiful play. E 


When did you start preparing for the exam? 


I started in January 2021, and appeared in CSS 2022. Unfortunately I failed essay although 1 score’ 
699 marks overall. CSS 2023 was my second attempt and I scored 720 marks in the written. It took 3 
years but finally, prayers were answered. 
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ms? 


Has this journey been 
and what do you have t 
the difficulty level of these exa 
s been tiresome and 
p but the 
s is not 


The process ha 
many times | felt like giving u 
lesson would be: this proces 
difficult but lengthy. All you need to do 
is stay consistent and dedicated to the 


process. 


How much time did you give to the 
rar preparation? 
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i Th da hen I studied for 15 
Buy Books Online CSS PMS FPSC PPSC & All ara a dey AT A TEn Tiene mare WEES 


jother University Books when I did nothing. I had to convince 
myself to stay on track for just one 


more day, one more week, and one more month. Everyday I woke up with a new motivation, reminding 
mvself of the fruits of my labor. 


What was your study approach towards the deal breaker that is English? 


After suffering at the hands of multiple mentors in the market and realizing that essay is used as a tool 
of fear for lucrative benefits, I read examiner reports and asked for the help of Sir Ali Shahab and Sir M. 
Ali Khan from NOA. Sir Ali Shahab is excellent for your precis paper and Sir M. Ali Khan was extremely 
kind to entertain my requests to evaluate my outlines. 

Do you think one gets in the exam exactly what one had prepared? 


Absolutely not. You will have to prepare yourselves to deal with anything that FPSC throws at you. 
Preparation is compulsory but in the end you ll have to use all your knowledge and preparation to tackle 
those questions but if you have studied from Sir Hassan Ali Gondal, you are good to go. 


What was your approach towards subject selection? 


I carefully analyzed my interests and went for subjects in which I was interested rather than seeking 
help from mentors and counsellors who exploit you for your money and in return give you 5 minutes of 
their time. Sir Hassan Ali Gondal was kind enough to put an end to my confusion regarding subjects 
and provided me with clarity in the form of suggestions, instead of imposing his choices on me. 


How did you divide your preparation time among different subjects? 


One subject at a time. I couldn’t multitask, you might. 


Did you consider the scoring trend while choosing your optionals or you brushed this aspect 
off? 


Only for one group. Go with regional languages: Punjabi, Pashto, or Sindhi. Other than these, go for 
anything you are interested in. 


Knowing that you are an avid reader, did you read all the important books of the 
contemporary times? 


I fi 
ss vehi syllabus first. Once I was done with that, I commulted good sources ta add Taie te my 
ngs such as international authors and magazines. 


What — your optional subjects? 


v 
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Strategy to Tackle the compulsory Subjects 


Essay Improve grammar, practice, evaluation, REPEAT 


Precis Improve grammar, practice, evaluation, REPEAT 


j . Trust me, that’s ll 
‘ i . Take classes of Sir Hassan Ali Gondal all you 
Pakistan Affairs & Current Affairs ey seed. 


j p Focus on ability portion more. It might save you at your most 
General Science & Ability eritical paint, 


Islamic Studies Memorizing AYATS and AHADEES is super important 


Bulls’ Eye Hit in the Optional Subjects 
How did you substantiate your 
answers? 


Significance of Illustrations- 


Extremely important if you want to score high. Most 
flowcharts, maps and figures important part of your answer. 


Draw charts, diagrams, infogra 


phics, and maps. Along with 
good and catchy headings. 


Length of answer and number of 


6 to 8 pages would be perfect along with maps, charts and 
arguments diagrams. 


One Window solution to score well 


Learn to improve your 
in the optionals 


paper presentation. It will take you to 
the top of merit list. 

How was your experience at National Officers Academy? 
NOA has been extremely kind to m 


pt, firstly to Sir M. Ali Khan, Sir Hassan 
Ali Gondal and Sir Ali Shahab. Se to Madam Hina in the admin 
give us space in the free classrooms to practi 


Stay dedicated and motivated to the process and when you feel like giving up, tell your self to stay on 
track for just one more day. 
To whom do you attribute the credit for your success? 


First and foremost, I attribute the credit for my 


Eeey success to the Almighty Allah. His blessings have been 
the cornerstone of my journey. Additionally, the unwa 
a pivotal role. 


vering support of my family and mentors played 
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